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Invoking Fake Job Creators to Cut Taxes
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Squandering an 
opportunity to 
rebuild America
by Robert L . Borosage

C o n s e r v a t iv e s  l ik e  H o u se  
S p eak er John  B o eh n er say the 
gov ern m en t can 't ra ise  taxes on 
m illio n a ires  and b illio n a ires  b e ­
cause  they  are "job c rea to rs."  In ­
s tead , H o u se  R e p u b lic a n s  are  
once m ore ca llin g  fo r trillio n s  in 
m ore tax cuts for the richest A m eri­
can s .

T hat's  a big m istake. T he "job 
c re a to rs"  tha t B o eh n er d o esn 't 
w ant to tax  a ren 't c rea tin g  m any 
jo b s . B ig co rp o ra tio n s  a lready  are 
reap ing  reco rd  p ro fits , sitting  on 
trillio n s  o f  do lla rs  in cash , and 
sh ipp ing  jo b s  abroad . Sm all b u s i­
nesses lack  cu sto m ers , not c o n fi­
d en ce .

B ut w ith  24 m illion  people  still 
in need  o f  fu ll-tim e  w ork , and  the 
w ealth iest 1 percen t cap tu ring  a 
s ta g g e r in g  93 p e rc e n t  o f  the  
g row th  in incom e in 2010, m ost 
cu stom ers a ren 't w illing  o r ab le  to 
sp en d  m ore . In th e se  c irc u m ­
stances, w e 'd  be far be tte r o ff  in ­
vesting  in reb u ild in g  the coun try  
and  pay ing  fo r if w ith  h igher taxes 
on the rich  and the co rpo ra tions. 
T hey  a ren 't pu ttin g  th e ir m oney 
to  w ork , so we shou ld  do it for 
them.

This basic conservative belief in 
tax cuts is a theology based on faith, 
not evidence. W hen taxes were 
raised during Bill C linton's presi­
dency, conservatives predicted a 
d e e p  re c e s s io n . In s te a d , th e  
econom y boom ed and private in­
vestm ent took off. W hen taxes were 
cut under P resident G eorge W. 
Bush, private investm ent and job  
grow th w ere d isappoin ting . But 
conservatives w on't let the facts get 
in the way o f their gospel.

C o n serva tive  R epub licans also 
c la im  th a t c u ttin g  g o v e rn m en t 
spend ing  c rea tes  jo b s , even  in 
the m idst o f  a recession . H ouse 
M ajo rity  L eader E ric C an to r said, 
"A ll o f  ou r e ffo rts  are cen tered  
a round  jo b s  —  starting  w ith  c u t­
ting  spend ing  and  federal reg u la ­
tions —  to  g row  the econom y so 
that people  can get back  to w ork ."

B ut th is is ju s t m ore nonsense. 
C uts in governm en t spend ing  at 
the state  level have k illed  hu n ­
d reds o f  th o u san d s  o f  jo b s  as 
teach ers , cops, and  firefigh ters  
are la id  o ff  and co n trac to rs  lose 
th e ir con trac ts . T hose  layoffs not 
only  hurt the econom y , they  slash  
serv ices w e rely  on.

C o n serv a tiv es  argue tha t if  we 
m ake w rench ing  cuts in sp en d ­
ing, fire  c iv il servan ts , fo rce  se ­
n iors to  pay m ore for th e ir health  
care and  studen ts  to  spend  m ore 
on tu itio n , and  p rom ise  never, 
never, never to  ra ise  taxes, b u s i­

nesses w ill gain  the co n fidence  to 
invest, desp ite  the resu ltin g  g o v ­
ern m en t layoffs. But w ith high 
unem ploym ent and stagnan t in ­
co m es , b u s in esses  lo o k  to  in ­
crease profits, not by adding w ork­
ers, but by cu tting  costs . Instead  
o f  c rea tin g  jo b s , th ey 're  firing  
w orkers and investing  in ch eaper 
labo r abroad.

T his co n serv a tiv e  theo logy  is 
squandering  an ex trao rd in ary  o p ­
portun ity  to  rebu ild  A m erica. In ­
te rest ra tes are n ear reco rd  low s, 
the co n struction  in d u stry  is flat 
on its back , and ou r decrep it in fra ­
s tru c tu re  —  e v e ry th in g  fro m  
roads to  pub lic  tran s it to sew er
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system s —  m ust be rebu ilt.
W e'll never have a be tte r o p ­

portun ity  to borrow  m oney  and 
m ake the investm en ts  we can 't 
avo id  —  and put peop le  back  to 
w ork at the sam e tim e. But instead  
o f a m ajo r in itia tiv e  to reb u ild  the 
co u n try , the co n serv a tiv e  C o n ­
gress had a hard  tim e even  p ass­
ing a sm all, sho rt-te rm  ex tension  
o f a jo b -fr ie n d ly  tran sp o rta tio n  
b ill. N o "job c reato r"  w ould  m ake 
that cho ice .

Robert Borosage is president 
o f  the Institute fo r  America's Fu­
ture and co-director o f  its sister 
organization, the Campaign fo r  
America's Future, ourfuture.org.
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New Prices 
Effective 
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Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I sm all Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs f Wool): 
$40.00Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

%th
ADDITIONAL

SERVICES
• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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