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Legalization Benefits Analyized in Washington State

Recreational use of marijuana
could raise at least $560 million a
year in new taxes

tax revenue could reach near two-
thirds of a billion dollars by fiscal
year 2017, according to the report.

were considering legalizing thedrug bers are based on federal drug-use
surveys.
The state also includes a second

in 2010. Marijuana is illegal under
federal law.

budget staff, the governor is op-
posed to the initiative.
“This doesn't resolve the con-

(AP) - A state analysis shows
that an initiative to legalize the rec-
reational use of marijuana in Wash-
ington could raise at least $560 mil-
lion a year in new taxes.

The state Office of Financial Man-
agement produced an estimate this
week on the fiscal impact of the po-
tential passage of Initiative 502, which
will be on the November ballot.

However, the analysis notes that
revenues would be "adversely im-
pacted" if federal authorities cracked
down on the state, as they threat-
ened to do when California voters

I-502 would create asystem of
state-licensed growers, proces-
sors and stores, and impose a 25
percent excise tax at each stage.
People ages 21 and older could §
buy up to an ounce of dried mari-
juana, one pound of marijuana-
infused product in solid form,
such as brownies, or 72 ounces |
of marijuana-infused liquids. |

The analysis anticipates 100
state-licensed growers supply-
ing more than 300 marijuana stores
that would sell 187,666 pounds to at
least 363,000 customers. Those num-
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scenario, with 10 percent higher
consumption, in which the total tax
revenue would be $606 million. The

The state estimates are sig-
nificantly higher than the $215
! million that I-502's campaign
W estimated would be raised from

§ the excise taxes.
‘ "The campaign has always
wanted to be conservative in
the estimates on the revenue
| because we honestly don't
know what a legal marijuana
market willlook like," said cam-
paign

Even though the analysis was
prepared by Gov. Chris Gregoire's

flict with federal law," said her
spokeswoman, Karina Shagren.

In addition to Gregoire, a group
of medical-marijuana patients op-
pose 1-502, saying the initiative's
proposed driving-under-the-influ-
ence provisions would make it im-
possible for many patients to le-
gally drive. The group, No on 502,
had raised no money as of late Feb-
ruary. 1-502, however, has raised
$1.2 millionsince last May, but spent
much of it on paid signature gather-
ing to qualify for the ballot, accord-
ing to public disclosure reports.

director Alison

Rob Ingram Youth Summit Against Violence 2012

A youth-driven summit, named after the late Rob Ingram
for his dedication to curb gang violence amongst young
people within the community, will be held on Saturday, Aril
21 at Highland Christian Center 7600 Northeast Glisan Street.

Multnomah Y outh Commission will host The Rob Ingram
Youth Summit Against Violence 2012 this weekend, when
youth from across the region are invited to come together to
discuss proactive ways to address how violence is both
viewed and dealt throughout Portland.

The first part of the summit will be a summit for youth only
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to caucus, build community, and consider youth driven
policy recommendations.

Invited elected officials and community leaders are wel-
come between 2:15 and 3:45pm to listen to youth’s stories
and engage with young people in dialogue surrounding how
youth and adults can take steps to reduce violence in
Portland.

The goals of the summit are to provide resources for
youth to deal with violence they experienced and/ or cur-
rently experience in their lives; Inform policy makers with the
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experiences youth face regarding violence and provide
potential policy recommendations to be considered; Edu-
cate youth and adults about Our Bill of Rights: Children +
Youth and the importance of its implementation into all
decision making arenas in the community.

Another goal of the summit is to have a diverse turnout
of youth from across the region to share ideas and experi-
ences to build a youth movement for social change against
violence. To register for the free event, visit http://
rob_ingram_youth_summit_against_violence_2012.eventbrite.conV
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