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the last few  years, and it will be 
great to have this kind o f exper­
tise right at our fingertips.”

The Job Fair places job -seek ­
ers face-to-face w ith em ployers 
from  a w ide range o f industries 
in both the public and private 
sectors w here they can learn 
about available openings, pay 
scales and  b enefits , and the 
am ount o f education needed to 
obtain a given position, W ash­
ington said. A m ong the em ploy­
ers represented at this y ear’s 
fa ir w ill be C om cast, C lark  
County H um an Resources, and 
New  Seasons M arket, to name 
a few.

The 2012 Job  Fair is spon­
sored by Brooks Staffing and 
O regonL ive.com .

“This is the best jo b  fair in the 
city o f Portland, for a num ber o f 
reasons,” said M ark C um ell o f 
O re g o n /Id a h o  A A A  H um an  
Resources. “The support staff is 
outstanding, there is a high appli­
cant flow ... and it is well adver­
tised -  in fact, the prom otion o f 
the event is superb.”

W ould-be em ployees are en ­
couraged to “dress like y ou ’re 
going to an in terview ,” W ash­
ington said. “W e attract lots o f 
job-seekers, so it’s also a good 
idea to show up early .”

“It’s no secret that it’s a com ­
petitive jo b  m arket at the m o­
m e n t ,” W a s h in g to n  a d d e d . 
“People should try to give them ­
se lv es every  advan tage  they 
c a n .”

For m ore inform ation, visit 
pcc .edu /cascadejob fa ir.
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munity.
H e also points to his w ork 

w ith Joe A nn H ardesty  (for­
m erly Bow m an), a local A fri­
can-A m erican leader and form er 
state representative, to prom ote 
equity  issues, such as keeping a 
30 percent set-a-side for hous­
ing from  U rban Renew al d is­
tricts.

“ W e n e e d  so m e o n e  w h o  
know s how  to do som ething,” he 
said, during a visit to the offices 
o f the Portland O bserver.

C hase  said  M etro  can  help

c rea te  jo b s  that fig h t poverty  
w ith  liv ing  w ages. H e ca lls  fo r 
th e  c le a n u p  o f  p o l lu te d  
b ro w n fie ld  sites fo r  jo b  c re ­
a tion , and  fo r m ax im iz ing  m i­
no rity  co n trac tin g  to  he lp  the 
d isad v an tag ed .

H e said dow ntow n projects 
like streetcars are good things, 
but often com e at the expense o f 
o ther needs.

“Are we doing everything we 
can? W ho’s being left behind?” 
he asked, questions that he said 
he w ould apply to the issues 
before M etro.

C hase and his w ife M eredith 
have tw o young daughters w ho 
attend Portland Public Schools.A new possibility changes 

everything.
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