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Pushing Back Against Extreme Inequality
The people 
aren’t powerless
by C huck C ollins

In  th e  c o m in g  
w eeks, m illions o f  
A m ericans w ill take 
to the streets as part 
o f  the "99 percen t 
spring," echoing last 
year's "Arab Spring."

A t the root o f  this
discontent are the extrem e inequali­
ties o f incom e, wealth, and opportu­
nity that have em erged over the last 
four decades.

T he richest one percen t now  
owns over 36 percent o f all the wealth 
in the U nited States. That's m ore 
than the net w orth o f  the bottom  95 
percent com bined. This 1 percent 
has pocketed alm ost all o f the wealth 
gains o f  the last decade.

In 2010, the one percent earned 
21 percent o f  all incom e, up from  
only eight percent in m id -1970s. The 
400 w ealthiest individuals on the 
Forbes 400  list have m ore wealth 
than the bottom  150 m illion A m eri­
cans.

These trends am ong the one per­
cent are bad for the rest o f  us. C on­
cen tra ted  w ealth  transla tes  in to  
political clout —  the pow er to use

cam paign contributions to rent poli­
tic ians and tilt the rules o f  the 
econom y in their favor.

W ebsites dram atizing the "We 
are the 99 percent" m ovem ent 
are full o f  personal stories o f 
young people w ho are saddled 
w ith debt and no futures, and 
m iddle class fam ilies that have 
seen the A m erican D ream  co l­
lapse around them , losing jobs, 
hom es, and hopes for the fu­

There's a small segment within the one 
percent — the "rule riggers" — who use their 
power and wealth to influence the political 
game so that they and their corporations get 
more power and wealth.

ture.
"I used to dream  about becom ing 

the first w om an president," one 
w om an wrote. "Now I dream  about 
getting a jo b  w ith health insurance."

Reading these stories, I'm struck 
that the underlying conditions that 
have squeezed m illions o f  A m eri­
cans aren’t going aw ay. The current 
political system , captured by large 
corporations and the w ealthy, is 
incapable o f  responding to their 
needs.

The "99 to 1" dichotom y may 
strike som e folks as polarizing and 
inaccurate. Yet it's a pow erful lens 
for understanding w hat's happened 
to our society and econom y over 
the last several decades. The rules 
guiding our econom y have been 
skew ed to benefit the one percent at 
the expense o f  the 99 percent. These 
rules include tax policies, global trade 
agreem ents, and governm ent ac­
tions that benefit asset ow ners at

the expense o f  w age earners.
W ho is the "one percent"? Pri­

marily it consists o f  households with 
annual incom es that top $500,000 
and wealth exceeding $5 million. The 
one percent isn't a m onolithic inter­
est group. Plenty o f  people within 
this group have devoted their lives 
to building a healthy econom y that 
w orks for everyone. But there's a 
sm all segm ent w ithin the one per­
cent —  the "rule riggers" —  who 
use their pow er and w ealth to influ­

ence the political gam e so that they 
and their corporations get m ore 
pow er and wealth.

Just as individuals in the one 
percent are diverse actors, the one 
percent o f corporations is also not 
unified. There are several thousand 
m ultinational corporations —  the 
W all Street inequality m achine —  
that are the drivers o f  rule changes. 
But they are the m inority. T here are 
m illions o f o ther built-to-last corpo­
rations and M ain Street businesses 
that strengthen our com m unities and 
have a stake in an econom y that 
w orks for everyone.

W e m ust defend ourselves from  
the bad actors —  the built-to-loot 
com panies w hose business m odel 
is focused on shifting costs onto 
society, shedding jobs, and extract­
ing wealth from  our com m unities 
and the healthy econom y.

This spring, watch for millions o f 
people in motion, participating in pro­
tests at banks, outside lawmakers' 
offices, and in the streets. They'll be 
pressing for an econom y that works 
for the 100 percent, not just the one 
percent. This is a healthy sign for our 
nation because it dramatizes that the 
people aren't powerless in the face o f 
extreme inequality.

Chuck Collins, a senior scholar 
at the Institute fo r  Policy Studies.

New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2010

Martin 
Cleaning 
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG
$45.00

A small d istance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 sm all Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 sta irs - With 
O ther Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): 
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING 

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

%
ADDITIONAL

SERVICES
• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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