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Health Care Racket for the Cozy Few

Vast swaths of
people get
inadequate care

BY WiLLiaM A. CoLLINS

In most countries,
health care is aimed at
curing the sick. Here, not
so much.

In the United States,
healthcareisaprofitcen- §
ter, one of our nation's
few growth industries. Young
people are wisely counseled to pur-
sue health-related careers. As a ser-
vice, it's harder to ship overseas.

Butunlike other countries, where
the patient is the focus, here the
corporate owners are. If you don't
believe me, please ask United Health
CEO Stephen Hemsley. He pock-
eted $102 millionin total compensa-
tion in 2010, so he should know.

Even local health care can be a
racket. No, probably not your own
general practitioner who deals with
your broken toe and that persistent
gout.

The profiteers are the clever MDs
and hospitals who set up testing
clinics to X-ray and CT-scan us to
death, and to perform marginal sur-

gical procedures. That's where the

money is. And since Medicare and

HMOs seem willing to pay for just

about anything, entrepreneurs will

test and operate for just about any-

thing. It's no skin off your doctor's
nose. If you're lucky enough
to be insured, he knows you
won't have to pay for it your-
self — insurers will.

The major downside of
this greed-based system is
that health insurance is now
so costly that too many of us

the population to inadequate care.
There may be some other modern
country that also allows this, but
none springs to mind.

What do our legions of truly self-
less health professionals do to com-
pensate? They volunteer at clinics.
Some serve schools, others veter-
ans, still others poor neighborhoods.
And when that's not enough, unin-
sured folks flock to the steadily di-
minishing number of hospital emer-
gency rooms. By law, these have to
provide them with care, the world's
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can't afford it. The ranks of unin-
sured Americans have swollento 50
million. One might argue that any
system that leaves out 50 million of
us isn't really a system at all. It's a
racket.

This racket provides cozy income
to the few at the top while abusing
the poorly paid health aides at the
bottom. It consigns vast swaths of

k.
most expensive. It's a health system
only Wall Street could love.

And Wall Street does love it. But
forthemitcould be even better. If we
could just get rid of Medicare, which
is essentially what many Republi-
cans are calling for, all seniors would
be forced into the juicy private in-
surance market. And if we could just
tweak the patent laws, folks would

have to pay full price for Lipitor
forever.

Our system makes foreigners
scratch their heads. How can a
great nation like ours leave one in
six Americans without coverage
and millions more forgoing
doctor's appointments, medical
procedures, and prescribed medi-
cine to avoid costly deductibles
and co-pays?

Why doesn't the government
operate, or at least manage, health
insurance itself? How can compa-
nies get permission to make their
medications so expensive for so
long? Why is poverty allowed to be
so rampant, thereby making health
conditions worse?

Well brethren, you're now drift-
ing into the realm of market capital-
ism, which has made this country so
great. Every man for himself! Sur-
vival of the fittest! Devil take the
hindmost!

Unfortunately we've been keep-
ing the Devil quite busy lately col-
lecting many souls whose untreated
afflictions weren't covered by in-
surance.

OtherWords columnist William
A. Collins is a former state repre-

sentative, and a former mayor of |

Norwalk, Conn.

’\ New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services
Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00
A small distance/travel charge
may be applied
CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or
more $30.00 Each Area

. Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
| (Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only)
. $40.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area

L Hallway Extra)
- Stairs (/2-16 stairs - With

Other Services): $25.00

f Area/Oriental Rugs:

$25.00 Minimum

,I Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): |
- $40.00 Minimum

' Heavily Soiled Area:

Additional $10.00 each area |
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139

Chair or Recliner: |
$25 - $49 %
Throw Pillows (With

Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

' * Area & Oriental Rug

' Cleaning

' * Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
| * Deodorizing & Pet
. Odor Treatment

| * Spot & Stain

- Removal Service

N

* Scotchguard Protection

' * Minor Water Damage
| Services

' SEE CURRENT FLYER |

FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949
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