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Countless Attacks on Reproductive Freedom
Public outcry 
turns to an 
eruption
by M artha B urk 

It's not about free
speech. W ithin ex­
trem ely wide limits,
Rush Limbaugh cer­
tainly has the right 
to say anything he 
p leases.

It's not about sponsors. Even if 
I'm  glad that JC  Penney, N etflix, 
A llstate Insurance, and at least 50 
m ore ad v ertise rs  have d ropped  
L im baugh's show. A nd that nearly 
100 big corporate sponsors have 
declared that they no longer want 
their ads to run when he or others 
"deem ed to be offensive o r contro­
versial" are on the air.

The public outcry over his vulgar 
a n d  s e x is t  re m a rk s  a b o u t 
G eorgetow n University law student 
Sandra Fluke is about a  volcano o f 
anger from women. The outrage had 
sim m ered for years as countless 
attacks on wom en's reproductive 
freedom  piled on. It's erupting now.

R epub lican  state  leg is la tu res  
have im posed so m any restrictions 
on abortion that it's now im possible 
to get one in 88 percent o f U.S.

counties. Even w here you can get 
the procedure, you m ay have to 
undergo a vaginal probe (especially 
if  you live in Texas) and suffer an 

unw elcom e lecture, then wait 
24  h o u rs  o r  m o re . 
"Personhood" initiatives that 
declare fertilized eggs to be 
citizens with rights that trum p 
those o f the wom en carrying 
them  could be on the ballot in 
at least 12 states this year.

The volcano first erupted 
w hen the Susan B. Komen

foundation pulled its support from 
Planned Parenthood's m am m ogram  
services in January. Republican law­
makers had already tried unsuccess­
fully to com pletely defund Planned 
Parenthood's m any health services 
because it provides one (abortion) 
they don't like, even though the 
procedure isn’t funded w ith any 
governm ent money.

It only took a few days for Komen 
to reverse its decision as wom en 
burned up the Internet with their 
derision for the organization, and 
supporters poured m ore than $3 
m illion in contributions to Planned 
Parenthood in ju s t three days.

That dustup w as nothing com ­
pared to the attack on birth control 
m ounted by the U.S. Conference o f 
C atholic Bishops and taken up by 
Republican candidates far and wide.

W hen President Barack O bam a an­
nounced he was sticking to his de­
cision to include birth control w ith­
out co-pays in the new insurance 
exchanges, it drew  an all-out attack 
from  the Republicans. Not ju s t on 
insurance coverage, but on the use 
o f birth control at all.

Senate Republicans followed the 
bishops' lead and introduced a bill 
to allow  any business to deny insur­
ance coverage for any condition it 
objects to for "moral" reasons —  
including breast cancer treatm ent 
and pregnancy.

The hot lava pouring from  this 
volcano o f w om en’s outrage may 
bury Republican candidates in N o­
vem ber. 2012 is already shaping up 
to be the year o f  the fed-up-and- 
angry woman. The G O P needs a 
transplant to replace its tin ear.

If  Republicans think the right- 
w ing fringe that makes up the m ajor­
ity o f  prim ary voters can elect them  
in N ovem ber, I've got a new s flash: 
The m ajority o f the population in 
this country is female. The m ajority 
o f  registered voters are women. And 
the m ajority o f people who actually 
vote in presidential elections has 
been fem ale for at least tw o de­
cades. W hat’s more, w om en have 
m oved away from  the Republican 
Party since 1972.

A nd another thing: Though it

hasn't alw ays been enough to swing 
the election, women vote differently 
from  men. They reliably prefer the 
m ore pro-w om an candidate. The 
gender gap em erged in 1980 when 
R onald Reagan cam e out against 
the Equal Rights A m endm ent and 
the Roe v. W ade decision, and it's 
never gone away.

W om en preferred Bill C linton 
tw ice and picked A1 G ore over 
G eorge W. Bush by 12 percentage 
points. (They may have even elected 
G o re , b u t the  S u p rem e  C o u rt 
aw arded Bush the presidency in a 5- 
4  decision.) W om en favored O bam a 
by 56 percent to 43 percent over 
John M cCain. U nm arried wom en, 
who m ade up a fifth o f the elector­
ate, w ent for O bam a by a w hopping 
70 percent.

It takes a m ighty force to m ove 
the m arketplace to the extent that 
women have moved Limbaugh spon­
sors. C om panies don 't abandon  
profitable liaisons easily. It doesn't 
take a genius to see the trend here. 
People who wrote o ff the w om en's 
m ovem ent long ago m ight w ant to 
reconsider. W om en are back in the 
public square and boy, are they 
mad.

Martha Burk is the director o f  
the C orporate A ccoun tab ility  
Project fo r  the National Council o f  
Women's Organizations.

New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential &
Commercial Services 

Minimum Service CHG 
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I sm all Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
O ther Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): 
$40.00Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING 

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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