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A Moral Cost of Warfare Too High
Drones are a 
poor tool to 
build peace
by J im C ason

The Iraq W ar was a disaster, so 
the U nited States needs a new for­
eign policy. Instead o f 
invading foreign coun­
tries w ith tens o f thou­
sands o f  troops and try­
ing to occupy and con­
trol the political process,
P re s id e n t  B a ra c k  
O bam a has em braced a 
new  fo re ig n  m ilita ry
p o licy  re ly in g  on "unm anned" 
d ro n e s  a n d  l im ite d  
counterinsurgency forces.

The poster child for this new w ar 
effort is the ongoing U.S. m ilitary 
action in Pakistan. But W ashington 
has also dram atically expanded the 
use o f  arm ed, unm anned m ilitary 
drones in East A frica and part o f  the 
A rabian Peninsula. The C ongres­
sional Research Service reports that 
our m ilitary has m ore than 7,000 
drones in its arsenal.

The argum ents for drones are 
easy to make. In an era o f  federal 
budget deficits, drone warfare is

cheaper than deploying soldiers, 
and  ap p aren tly  has w idespread  
public support —  83 percent o f 
people interview ed in a February 
2012 ABC N ew s/W ashington Post 
poll said  they  approved  o f  the 
president's use o f  drones strikes to 
kill "terrorists."

T h e  O b am a  a d m in is tra tio n 's  
new  m ilita ry  s tra te g y  re ­
le a s e d  e a r l ie r  th is  y e a r  
c a l l s  fo r  s h r in k in g  th e  
n u m b e r o f  tro o p s  and  re ­
ly in g  m o re  on d ro n e s  an d  
sm all-fo o tp rin t m ilita ry  in ­
te rv e n tio n s . F o llo w in g  a 
s e r ie s  o f  in te rv ie w s  w ith  
a d m in is tra t io n  o f f ic ia ls ,

jo u rn a l is t  D av id  R o h d e  d u b b ed  
th is  the  new  "O b am a  d o c tr in e ."

Before em bracing this new strat­
egy, Congress should consider its 
consequences. O ur country doesn't 
need a new  era o f  secret wars with 
arm ed m ilitary drones as the leading 
edge o f covert or sem i-covert m ili­
tary cam paigns around the world. 
Yet that's what we are getting.

The operations that have been 
reported in the m edia include Som a­
lia, Yem en, and o f course Libya. 
A nd the results now include the 
extrajudicial killings, without charge 
or trial, o f  U.S. citizens.

The exp lanation  usually  p ro ­
vided is that these w ere really bad 
people. "I want to m ake sure that 
people understand that drones have 
not caused a huge num ber o f civil­
ian casualties," President O bam a 
declared in January. "For the m ost 
part, they have been very precise, 
precision strikes against al-Q aeda 
and their affiliates."

Leaving aside the fact that people 
in Pakistan would dispute his count 
o f  civilian casualties, this is a slip­
pery slope. W e're a nation o f laws, 
not a nation o f assassins. W e have 
these laws precisely because we 
don't want the president to becom e 
judge, jury , and executioner.

W hat's m ore, w e d on 't even  
know  the scale o f  these  k illings 
because  they are a lm ost all secret. 
W hen Sen. R on W yden asked  for 
de ta ils  about the legal basis for 
using  drones to k ill U .S. c itizens 
in an o th er coun try , the Justice  
D epartm en t re fu sed  to p rov ide  
de ta ils  in public .

Rohde saw the im pact o f  drones 
firsthand during the seven months 
he spent as a Taliban captive in the 
tribal areas o f Pakistan. He has con­
cluded that the Pakistani state is 
fa i l in g  a n d  th e  O b a m a  
adm inistration's drone w ar is only

m aking things worse.
"Pakistan is m ore unstable today

than it was when O bam a took of­
fice," he w rites in the latest issue o f 
Foreign Policy. "And the percent­
age o f Pakistanis supporting the 
use o f  the Pakistani Arm y to fight 
e x tre m is ts  in  th e  tr ib a l  
a reas .. .dropped from  53 percent in 
2009 to 37 percent today."

In Yemen, Obam a's drone strikes 
have increased the ranks o f al-Qaeda 
in the Arabian Peninsula from  300 
fighters in 2009 to m ore than 1,000 
today.

W ashington now seem s intent 
on exporting this same strategy to 
East Africa, w here the O bam a ad­
m inistration is using a com bination 
o f drone strikes and m ercenary train­
ers for East A frican m ilitary forces 
to help stabilize Som alia.

Rather than relying on a new 
type o f m ilitary force, the O bam a 
adm inistration needs to invest in 
m ore diplom acy, developm ent, and 
international cooperation. U nlike 
drones, they are proven tools for 
building peace.

Jim Cason is the associate ex­
ecutive secretary for campaigns at 
Friends Committee on National 
Legislation, a Quaker lobby in the 
public interest.

New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2010

Martin 
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): 
$40.00Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $ 10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING 

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

%
ADDITIONAL

SERVICES
• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment h v
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949
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