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Another Setback for Oden
Often-injured 
center out for 
the season

(AP)— Greg Oden has suffered 
yet another setback with his trouble
some knees.

The often-injured 7-foot center was 
undergoing a minor procedure M on
day to clear out debris in his left knee 
in Vail, Colo., when the surgeon de
termined there was additional dam- Greg Oden

age and performed microfracture sur
gery, the Portland Trail Blazers said.

The former No. 1 pick in the 2007 
N B A  d ra ft has now  had  tw o 
microfracture surgeries on his left 
knee, and one on his right. He has 
also undergone surgery for a frac
tured left kneecap.

The Blazers say Oden will not play 
this season.

“It’s hard to put into words the 
heartbreak for everyone involved, 
but especially for Greg. H e’sayoung  
man who has experienced a great

num ber o f physical challenges in his 
playing career and today is yet an
other significant setback for him ,” 
Trail Blazers President Larry M iller 
said in a prepared statement. “We 
have a lot o f empathy for Greg and his 
family during this difficult tim e.”

Oden, who has not played in an 
NBA game since Dec. 5, 2009, has 
appeared in 82 career games for the 
Blazers, averaging 9.4 points and 7.3 
rebounds.

It was expected that he might be 
able to play this season, but a checkup 
before the start o f training cam p in 
D ecem ber reportedly revealed con
cerns about a non-weight-bearing
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ligament in the left knee, further set
ting back his rehabilitation.

O den was a restricted free agent 
heading into this season. The B laz
ers and O den initially agreed to an 
$8.9 m illion qualifying offer for this 
year, but when the setback was an
nounced the tw o sides restructured 
the deal, w hich was dropped to $ 1.5 
m illion. He w ill becom e an unre
stricted free agent follow ing this 
season .

O den has turned dow n several 
interview  requests this season.

Shortly after the new s about the 
latest surgery broke, B lazers for
w ard LaM arcus A ldridge posted on 
Twitter: “Praying for my bro G.O. 
get better!”

Portland’s acting general manager 
Chad Buchanan told reporters that 
the team knew there was the possibil
ity o f an additional microfracture sur
gery when he went in for the proce
dure. The doctor found two defects, 
he said.

Buchanan was asked whether the 
latest surgery might mean the end of 
O den’s career.

“G reg’s still very young, in rela
tive terms, for a professional basket
ball player. H e’s recovered from a 
couple o f these before— his last two 
microfracture lesions have healed 
fine,” Buchanan said.

Police Use of 
Force Review
Investigators 
want to hear 
from the public

The Justice D epartm ent will host 
a m eeting to get com m unity input 
concerning the investigation o f use 
o f force policies and practices in the 
Portland Police Bureau.

The U. S. A ttorney’s O ffice for 
Oregon, in conjunction with the Civil 
Rights Division, will conduct a town 
hall m eeting with m em bers o f the 
public on Tuesday, Feb. 28 from 
6:30p.m . to8:30p.m . at theSt. John’s 
Com m unity Center, 8427 N. Central 
St.

The Justice D epartm ent opened 
a civil investigation last June in o r
der to determ ine w hether the Police 
Bureau has engaged in a pattern or 
p rac tice  o f  use o f  fo rce  w hich  
am ounts to a violation o f ci vil rights.

Last August, the federal investi
gators conducted individual inter
view s w ith m em bers o f the public. 
N ow  any individuals who have spe
cific and recent inform ation they 
w ould like to share about their per
sonal interaction w ith PPB officers 
are invited to participate in this town 
hall meeting.

If  you are unable to attend the 
tow n hall m eeting, you can also 
con tac t federal investigato rs by 
e m a il  * a t
com m unity .portland@  usdoj .gov or 
call 1-877-218-5228.
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