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Portland 
author inspires 
with best­
selling book
by M indy Cooper 
T he Portland O bserver

A lth o u g h  sh e  d e s p e ra te ly

I
 w anted to fit in, w hen best-selling 

author Heidi W. D urrow  first m oved 
to Portland, she rem em bers w hat it 
felt like to be an outsider and unseen 
by those around her.

“W hat was so frustrating to me 
as a kid was that I felt like my life and 
m y experience w as inexplicable,” 
said D urrow , w ho grew up strug­
gling w ith her identity as a biracial 
girl. “I cam e to Portland in 1980, and 
1 rem em ber feeling that this was a 
landscape that I d id n ’t belong in, 
and yet, 1 w anted to desperately.”

Years later, her voice has been 
heard, with her debut novel The Girl 
W ho Fell from the Sky being read in 
book clubs throughout the country 
and becoming a Ne w York Times best 
seller after winning the 2008 Bell­
wether Prize for Fiction, an award 
w hich recognizes w ork that ad ­
dresses issues o f social justice.

H er novel has also been selected 
for the 2012 M ultnom ah County 
Everybody Reads event, w hich be­
gins in M arch and encourages resi­
dents o f the city, by reading the 
sam e book, to talk w ith each other 
about issues that m atter.

Set in northeast Portland in 1980s, 
the book is a com ing o f age story 
about a young girl Rachel w ho un­
dergoes an adventure to find her 
place w ithin society and escape the 
categories o f  race thrust upon her.

The first chapter alone references 
the now closed W onder Bread B ak­
ery in north Portland and the annual

Heidi W. Durrow, Portland author of the book The Girl Who Fell 
from the Sky, recounts her life experiences growing up biracial 
and what it felt like to be an outsider.

Rose Festival.
“T o imagine a whole story and all 

o f these characters I m ade up in my 
m ind in the im agination o f other 
people is an incredible honor,” she 
said. “M y hope is that the story, set 
in the 1980s Portland, will generate 
lively discussions about identity 
and belonging in my beloved hom e­
tow n.”

A lthough not yet a published 
author or novelist when she was 
young, Durrow said she was one o f 
those kids w ho w ould save her 
m oney to buy notebooks w ith spe-

cial things on the front. “I also loved 
stationary, and I was a big letter 
w riter as a kid,” she said. “A lot o f 
that had to do with the fact that we 
lived overseas.”

W ith her dad in the Air force, 
D urrow  said her fam ily was con­
stantly m oving around the world. 
She lived in G erm any and Turkey 
and would visit Denmark, where she 
would go to stay with her m other’s 
family. “I think it was very fortunate 
we got to live in a lot o f different
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Parent’s Night on Equity in Schools
To support the success o f  A fri­

can-A m erican and other students 
o f  color w ithin the Portland com m u­
nity, a paren t’s night will be held at 
the G rant High School library in 
n o r th e a s t P o r tla n d  on  F rid ay , 
M arch 2 at 6:30 p.m.

The m eeting will give parents

and educators the chance to dis­
cuss district changes and gather 
inform ation about changes within 
Portland Public Schools and their 
im pacts on A frican A m erican chil­
dren. Resources and inform ation 
about college scholarship opportu-. 
nities will also be available at the

event.
The goal o f the event is to incor­

porate a new ‘culture o f  respect’ 
that will focus on equity access to 
academ ic achievem ent for all stu­
dents from  all walks o f life.

F o r m o re  in fo rm a tio n , c a ll 
Khandice Lawrence at503-408-1121.


