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Fires are biggest
disaster threat

Oregon Red Cross volunteers
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responded to at least six home fires
in the Portland area in recent days,
providing humanitarian assistance,
free of charge, to 13 adults, 16 chil-
dren and four pets displaced by
these fires.

The assistance included immedi-
ate lodging, food, clothing, comfort
kits, and information on health and
mental health services. One child
required special needs accommo-
dations.

Unfortunately, the response was
not unique, because the biggest
disaster threat to families across
Oregon is not winter storms or
floods. It is home fires.

“Hundreds of families are af-
fected every year by this devastat-
said Maree
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ing personal disaster,"
Wacker, regional executive of the
Oregon Red Cross.
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When patients with diabetes ex-
perience interruptions in health-
insurance coverage, they are less
likely to receive the screening tests
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We make the service personal,

You make the tribute personal.

Every time we arrange a personalized funeral service, we take special pride going
the extra mile. With our online Memorial Obituary, now we can do even more.
Friends and family can find out service information, view photos, read obituary,

order flowers and leave personal messages of condolences from anywhere, anytime.
Simply go to our website.

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

“Dedicated to providing excellent service
and superior care of your loved one”

Dwight A. Terry
Oregon License CO-3644
Amy S. Terry

Oregon License FS-0395
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Red Cross Helps House Flre Vlctlms

Red Cross disaster relief focuses on meetmg beople S fmmed:ate
emergency disastercaused needs.

Last year, the Oregon Red Cross
responded to almost 600 home
fires across our state. That's an
average of almost twice each and
every day that Red Cross volun-
teers are assisting families who
have no place else to turn in the
immediate aftermath of a devas-
tating fire.

One woman, who was helped last
year by the Oregon Red Cross follow-

Rachel Gold

and vaccines they need to protect
their health.

A new study finds that this is
true even when patients receive free
or reduced-cost medical care at fed-
erally funded safety net clinics.

“Our study shows that patients
need continuous health insurance
coverage in order to ensure adequate
preventive care, even when that care
is provided at a reduced cost,” said
Rachel Gold, lead author and investi-
gator with the Kaiser Permanente
Center for Health Research in Port-
land. :

“Most of the services at our safety
net clinics are free, but some of the
diagnostic tests require a small co-
pay that is usually covered by Med-
icaid,” said Dr. Amit Shah, study co-
author and medical director of the
Multnomah County Health Depart-
ment. “Patients who lose their Med-
icaid coverage often delay getting
the tests because they can’t afford

ing a fire inacondominium complex,
said, "I didn't even know (the Red
Cross) responded to things like this.
Not only did the Red Cross give me
a place to stay, but I had a headache
that night, and a volunteer went out
of her way to find medicine for me.
She also helped me see it wasn't just
about me, and that changed my per-
spective on the event. I really ben-
efited in that sense.”

Insurance Interruption Endangers Health

Patients lacking coverage receive fewer tests, vaccines

the co-pay.”

The study included 3,384 diabetes
patients receiving medical care at 50
federally qualified health centers in
Oregon. Researchers examined pa-
tients’ electronic health records to
determine whether they received four
services recommended at least annu-
ally for diabetes patients: a lipid test
for high cholesterol, a flu vaccine, a
test that measures blood sugar lev-
els, and a urine test that can detect
kidney damage.

Forty-eight percent of patients
with continuous insurance cover-
age received at least three lipid-
screening tests at one of the study
clinics over the three-year study
period; 25 percent received three or
more flu shots; 72 percent received
three or more screenings for blood
glucose; and 19 percent received
three or more screenings for kidney
damage. Patients with no coverage,
and patients with interruptions in
coverage, received significantly
fewer of these services than pa-
tients with continuous health insur-
ance coverage.

Notably, the study showed no
increase in services received as in-
surance coverage increased; rather,
all patients with discontinuous
health insurance were equally vul-
nerable to missing services, com-
pared to the continuously insured.
These findings suggest that public
insurance coverage must be con-
tinuous to ensure that patients re-
ceive consistent and timely care.
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