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A Microcosm of Portland History

continued A from page 5

remedies to these problems, includ-
ing a variety of neighborhood polic-
ing, she said. “But enforcement
wasn’t there for a while, and prop-
erty values plummeted. There were
houses in the next block, which sold
for$10,000each.”

In the past couple of decades,
she said policing has improved
and the violence has seen a de-

ridden neighborhood,” she said.

“But the over inflated housing
market made itreally easy for people
to get loans they couldn’t afford, so
there are a number of vacant houses
bought by people beyond their means.”

She said property taxes also in-
creased as houses began to sell for
$300,000, and consequently, some
people had to move because they
couldn’t afford to pay.

[ can point to two or three houses

very diverse neighborhood associa-
tion,and wecontinue tosupport projects
that have improved many things about
the neighborhood,” she said. “We have
new neighbors whoreally reachoutand
bring a new degree of neighborliness,
and it is a deliberate action when they
reach out.”

Ehelebe said she is especially
proud of a new mural painted to
decorate the street corner of 9th and

Holman. “We have a community
garden, a farmer’s market, and a
local chapter of Food not Bombs,”
she said.

“It is exceedingly important to
document your neighborhood and
things as they are, because what
you photograph and document is
history.”

A lotof the places in this book are
no longer there, she said, flipping

After becommg an active member of the Wood!awn Ne;ghborhood
Association in northeast Portland, Anjala Ehelebe wrote the book
Portland’s Woodlawn Neighborhood, which documents the area

throughout time.

crease. “Things quieted for a
while,” she said, yet explained the
belief by some that the lack there
of enforcement in the neighbor-
hood was a “conspiracy to drive
down prices.”

“It was quite astonishing when
prices started picking back up dur-
ing the real estate boom,” she said.

With the poor economy, which
has affected residents from all over
the Portland area and in cities
throughout the country, everyone
is attempting to make ends meet.

“Some individuals who bought
their house for $6,000 in the past
are thrilled to sell their house for
$300,000 and move toaless crime

where people have lost theirhomes, she
said, looking outher frontwindow atthe
street. “But they could not afford pay-
ments when the rates increased,” she
said.

“You've got to remember, some
people have lived here for generations,
and during the easy money times, they
may have refinanced their paid for
houses with variable rate loans.”

Despite the fluctuating history of
the rental market, whichhascausedalot
of changes in demographics within the
Woodlawn neighborhood, she said the
area has improved in recent years, and
she is proud to be a part of the neighbor-
hood association.

“We have, and always have had, a

United Fund Scholarships

Black United Fund scholarship
applications for graduating African
and African-American high school
seniors are now open for the 2012-
13 school year.

The non-profit organization has
21 scholarships available from six
different colleges and universities,
but only one application is needed
tocompete for more than $800,000in

total scholarship monies.

Area students are encouraged
not to miss out on this opportunity.
Applications must be received by
Friday, Feb. 24.

You can learn more about the
scholarships program and down-
load the application by visiting the
Black United Fund website at
bufor.org.
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We salute Dr. King
and his leadership in

furthering Civil Rights.

USDA Forest Service Pacific Northwest Region

for information and job opportunities:
call 360-891-5060, Terry Durazo, tdurazo@fs.fed.us
or visit the websites:

www.usa.jobs.gov
www.fs.fed.us/ré

USDA Forest Service is an equal opportunity provider and employer
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through the black and white pages.

“And we are constantly making
history.”

Anjala Ehelebe’'s book
Portland’s Woodlawn Neighbor-
hood is for sale at various loca-
tions in northeast Portland, in-
cluding Reflections, Café Eleven,
Saltand Straw Ice cream, Buffalo
Gardens and Belief in Motion
Studio.
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