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w eekly fee, called  a “k itty ,” w hich 
averages app ro x im ate ly  $500  per 
w eek paid  d irec tly  to the com pany 
they w ork  under.

A cco rd in g  to B eraka  H abte, 
w ho has w orked  as a taxi driver for 
e igh t years, a lthough  the w ork 
can be fun, the kitty fee is a s ign ifi­
can t fac to r in de term in in g  low  
w ages fo r the fu ll-tim e p ro fes­
sional tax i driver.

“ I pay the com pany  $580  each  
w eek, and  som etim es it is h a rd ,” 
he said. “ B usiness has been  slow  
all th is m o n th .”

A ccord ing  to the report, d river 
w ages are not su p p lem en ted  w ith  
health  care or re tirem en t benefits, 
paid  vaca tion  o r sick  leave. D riv­
ers also often w ork 12 to 14 hour 
days, six days a week.

O ne taxi d river, w ho re fused  to 
g ive his nam e in fear o f  being  
fired , said  he had been  aw ake 
since 4 a.m . on M onday , even  
though  he had yet to have one 
cu sto m er a fte r several hours.

“ B ecause  w e pay them  $500 a 
w eek, if  you take a day off, you are 
b e h in d ,” he said . “B ut if  I d o n ’t

w ork  12 hours, I c a n ’t m ake an y ­
th ing , and  if you take a day off, 
you still have to pay .”

Even in the cu rren t state  o f  a 
poor econom y, the com panies still 
m ake “ so m uch m oney ,” w hile 
d rivers  s trugg le , he said.

“ But do I have a ch o ice?” he 
asked . “ I have got to su rv iv e .”

A lthough  the low hourly  w ages 
are co n sisten t w ith those found 
in o th e r U .S. c ities, he said  i t ’s 
h a rd er to m ake ends m eet in P o rt­
land because o f  the h igh  num ber 
o f  taxi d rivers , as w ell as an e ff i­
c ien t public  tran sp o rta tio n  sys­
tem , o ffering  com petition .

The report found, however, average 
wages are higher and working hours are 
shorter, for drivers at the one Portland 
driver-owned taxi company.

“T his is not an easy  issu e ,” 
said M ayor A dam s. “But this study 
p rov ides an ex ce llen t basis  on 
w hich to m ake im provem ents that 
w ill d irec tly  im pact the w orking 
cond itions o f  ou r c ity ’s taxi d riv ­
ers. W e can, and m ust, do b e tte r.”

T he P ortland  R evenue B ureau 
is seeking com m ents from  taxi cab 
in d u s try  s ta k e h o ld e rs  and  the  
public  at large.
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JAZZ PERFORMANCE: “Double Legacy Project"
DARRELL GRANT
The internationally recognized jazz pianist and composer with drummer Brian Blade, 
saxophonist Steve Wilson, and vibraphonist |oe Locke, in an exploration of the legacies 
we inherit and those we leave behind.
February 11, 8 p.m., Kaul Auditorium

LECTURE: "Race, Racism, and Discrimination in America"
CHARLES J. OGLETREE JR.
Harvard Law School's Jesse Climenko Professor of Law and author of The Presumption 
of Guilt; The Arrest of Henry Louis Gates ]r. and Race. Class, and Crime in America.
February 18, 7:30 p.m., Vollum lecture hall

LECTURE: "Obama is No King: Reflections on Presidential Politics and 
the Black Prophet Tradition"
GLENN C. LOURY
Brown University's Merton P. Stoltz Professor of Social Sciences and
professor of economics. Cosponsored by the Walter Krause Economics Lectures fund.
February 20, 4:30 p.m., Vollum lecture hall

LECTURE: "The Warmth of Other Suns"
ISABEL WILKERSON
Professor of journalism and director of narrative nonfiction at Boston University 
and author of The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America's Great Migration.
February 25, 7:30 p.m., Kaul Auditorium
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ENERGY SAVINGS
ARE RIGHT AT YOUR
FINGERTIPS
O PPO RTUNITY IS A LL  AROUND

Let Energy Trust of Oregon help you seize the opportunity today. We can show you how 
making energy-efficient improvements to your home can reduce your energy costs.

APPLIANCES

You can save up to 30 
percent on the cost of 
running your appliances 
when you choose highly 
efficient ENERGY STAR 
models.

LIG H TIN G

Cut your lighting energy 
use by as much as 
75 percent—every time 
you turn the lights on— 
by installing compact 
fluorescent light bulbs.

+
Energy Trust can show you how to start saving 
on energy costs today. Call us at 1.866.368.7878 

or visit w w w .ene rgy trus t.o rg .

Serving customers of Portland General Electric, 
Pacific Power, NW Natural and Cascade Natural Gas.

IN S U LA T IO N

Upgrades to attic, wall 
and floor insulation, as 
well as sealing air and 
duct leaks, can save up 
to 20 percent on total 
energy costs.
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EnergyTrust
of Oregon

http://www.energytrust.org

