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Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2010

Martin
Cleaning 
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): 
$40.00Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

%
t h &

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

Filling the Gap for Youth Jobs
Delivering when 
Congress 
would not
by J udge G reg M athis 

D ecades ago, sum m er
youth  jo b  p rog ram s a l
low ed  inner-c ity  youth  to

THE LAW OFFICES OF 
Patrick John Sweeney, PC

Patrick John Sweeney 
Attorney at Law

1549 SE Ladd 
Portland, Oregon

Portland:
Hillsoboro:
Facsimile:
Email:

learn  jo b  sk ills , d evelop  a w ork 
e th ic  and  keep  out o f  troub le. U n
fo rtu n a te ly , g o v e rn m en ta l su p 

port fo r such p rogram s has 
d w in d led  o v er the last d e 
cade as R epublican law m ak
e rs  s la sh e d  fu n d in g  fo r  
c o m m u n ity -fo c u se d  p ro 
gram s and d iv erted  m onies 
to  e ffo rts  th a t su p p o rted

(503) 244-2080 
(503) 244-2081 
(503) 244-2084 
Sweeney @ PDXLawyer.com

th e ir ow n in terests.
Thankfully, President Obam a rec

ognizes the need for, and under
stands the benefits of, youth jobs 
program s. So m uch so, he included 
such a program  in his Am erican 
Jobs Act. That bill, how ever, did not 
receive C ongressional support so 
the President used a different strat
egy and called on corporate Am erica 
to help fill in the gap.

N ow , w ith  the support o f  m ajo r 
co rp o ra tio n s  like  S tarbucks and 
A T & T , the P resid en t announced  
a p rogram  that w ill p lace up to 
250 ,000  young  peop le  in jo b s  and 
in te rn sh ip s  th is sum m er.

This is great new s fo r A m erica 's 
young peop le , w ho rep resen t h igh 
p ercen tages o f  the nation 's  u n em 
p loym ent.

For you th  o f  co lo r, the u n em 
p loym en t ra tes are d ism al: Less 
than  35 p ercen t o f  b lacks betw een  
16 and 24 had  a jo b  last sum m er, 
and less than  43 percen t o f  H is
panic youth  in that sam e age group 
w ere em ployed .

W e all know  that busy hands 
have little  tim e to  get in to  troub le. 
B ut w hen young peop le  w ork , we 
all benefit.

C o m m u n itie s  are  u ltim a te ly
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safer w hen ou r you th  have sum 
m er jo b s . W hen  young  peop le  
w ork, the larger society  w on't have 
to  ab so rb  the  co sts  a sso c ia ted  
w ith  h igh  you th  unem ploym ent.

W hy, then , w ou ld  any R ep u b 
lican  law m aker not support a p ro 
gram  that not on ly  serves to b e n 
e fit you th , bu t the co u n try  as a 
w hole?

Y our guess is as good  as m ine. 
T h a n k  g o o d n e s s  c o r p o r a te  
A m erica, in th is in stance  anyw ay, 
h as  d e liv e re d  w h en  C o n g re ss  
co u ld  no t o r w ould  not.

P residen t O bam a had  the v i
sion  and  the d e te rm in a tio n  to 
b ring  th is you th  sum m er jo b s  p ro 
gram  to rea lity . N ow  it is ou r turn .

W e m ust m ake sure our k ids are 
s igned  up and ready  to  w ork  th is 
sum m er. T h is fa ll, w e have to get 
ou t and vote so that those  m em 
bers o f  C ongress w ho re fu sed  to 
support the jo b s  p lan  understand  
we are tired  o f  po litica l gam es that 
co n tinue  to pu t ou r cou n try  and 
co m m unities  at risk.

Judge Mathis is a longtime ad
vocate fo r equal justice. His life 
story o f a street youth who rose 
from jail to judge has provided 
hope to millions.
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