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New Prices 
Effective 
May 1 ,2010

Martin 
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG, 
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I small Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool): 
$40.00Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pie-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $109 - $139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the 
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.O pinion
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Long and Hard Fight for Voting Rights
A battle we 
thought we 
had won
by J udge G reg M athis

M any in this country, A f­
rican-Americans specifically, 
fought long and hard for a 
free and clear right to vote.

W hen the Voting Rights Act

was passed in 1965, we thought we 
could m ove on from that battle. U n­
fortunately, we cannot.

E ver since the 2010 
e le c tio n s , w hen  R e ­
p ub licans law m akers, 
fue led  by conserva tive  
f ru s tra t io n  w ith  the  
O bam a adm in istra tion  
sw ep t in to  s ta te  and 
federal legislatures and 
g o v e rn o r 's  m an sio n s

acro ss  the co u n try , w e 've  w it-
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n e s s e d  a c o n c e r te d  e f fo r t  to  
change  vo ting  law s th roughou t 
the co un try .

M ore than  a dozen  sta tes have 
enac ted  new  law s that w ill re stric t 
v o te rs . A la b a m a , M iss is s ip p i , 
T en n essee , T exas and  W isconsin  
are am ong the s ta tes tha t w ill now  
requ ire  vo ters  to  p resen t state- 
issued  ID  cards w hen they  vote. 
In the past, vo ters  have been  able 
to  use bank statem ents, u tility  bills 
o r even  socia l secu rity  cards as 
id en tifica tio n .

R ep ub licans say the ID  law s 
are needed  to  figh t v o te r fraud. 
D em ocrats , h ow ever, say  there  is 
no ev idence  to  suggest that these  
types o f  law s are needed . T hey 
a lso  po in t ou t tha t these  re s tr ic ­
tions will p rohib it seniors, the poor 
and  m in o ritie s  from  voting . E s­
s e n tia lly , a n y o n e  w ho d o e sn 't 
have  the m oney  to  pay fo r the 
sta te  ID , can 't eas ily  access a  state  
fac ility  to purchase  the ID , doesn 't 
d rive , o r has had  th e ir license  
co n fisca ted  du ring  a tra ffic  stop, 
w ill not be ab le  to  vote.-

A tto rney  G enera l E ric H older 
w ill take a look  at the new  vo ting  
law s, pay ing  c lo se  a tten tion  to  a 
F lo rida  law  that w ill, am ong o th er 
th ings, a llow  law m akers to  fine

v o te r reg is tra tio n  g roups that do 
n o t tu rn  in re g is tra tio n  fo rm s 
w ith in  48 hours.

A dd itio n a lly , F lo rida  has plans 
to  ban early  v o ting  on the Sunday 
b efo re  E lec tio n  D ay. T his w ould  
h am p er fa ith -b ased  g e t-o u t-th e- 
vote ac tiv itie s , sp ec ifica lly  in A f­
r ic a n - A m e r ic a n  c o m m u n it ie s  
w h e re  p a s to r s  u s u a lly  fo llo w  
w eek ly  serv ice  w ith  v o te r re g is ­
tra tio n  e ffo rts  and  o ften  o rgan ize  
shu ttles  to  tran sp o rt w orsh ipers  
to  the polls.

T here  are m any th ings tha t, as 
A m ericans, w e ex p ec t to  be sa ­
cred , and the righ t to vote is am ong 
them . Y et here  w e are, figh ting  a 
b a ttle  w e th o u g h t we had  w on.

T he V o tin g  R ig h ts  A ct w as 
passed to stop the pow ers that be 
from  inhibiting the right to vote 
am ong poor and m inority com m uni­
ties. W e m ust not believe this fight 
is over, and we m ust w ork to ensure 
these R epublican law m akers do not 
get their way. If  we don't, they will 
slow ly chip aw ay at the rights we 
fought so hard  to  gain.

Judge Mathis is a longtime ad­
vocate fo r equal justice. His life 
story o f a street youth who rose 
from jail to judge has provided 
hope to millions.
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