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OPINION

Social Security is a Woman’s Issue

Benefit critical
for those
who need it

BY MERLE BAISDEN

Some conservative politi-
cians want to get rid of Social
Security as we know it. They
callitabadidea, a handout that
lessens self-reliance, a giant
Ponzi scheme. These politi-
cians aren't just misguided,
they're wrong, and maybe they
don't know how critical Social
Security is for American
women.

Social Security isawoman's
issue because more women

than men rely on it.

Talking to some women at the
Hillsboro and Forest Grove Se-
nior Centers about Social Secu-
rity recently, I heard these com-
ments: "A life saver, Necessary
for my livelihood, Allows me to
stay in my home, I couldn't pay
my bills without it, and A founda-
tion for working middle-class
folks' retirement."

These women spent most of

their employable years raising
children. Some thought be-
cause their husbands made
good money they'd be well
taken care of in retirement.
Bankruptcy, but divorce and
health problems changed their
circumstances considerably,

and they are immensely grate-
ful for their Social Security
checks.

Given that women, on aver-
age, still do not make as much
money as men, and will prob-
ably continue to outlive men,
today's working women will
have the same need for Social
Security in their retirement as
our current retirees.

Charged to find ways to reduce
the federal deficit, Congress defi-
nitely should not include an attack
on Social Security.

Social Security did not cause
the deficit; it is funded by con-
tributions made by employees
and employers. These contri-
butions are paid out immedi-

ately, mostly to current retir-
ees. The rest of the money
goes to the U.S. Treasury,
where itis spent on other items.
The Treasury sends the Social
Security Administration an IOU
called a "special issue" bond in
return for this money.

Money for Social Security
should not be re-directed, and this
process is a threat to the future
solvency of Social Security.

Another threat is the two
percent reduction in the pay-
roll contributions to Social Se-
curity for the year 2011, as an
attempt to stimulate the
economy. This "holiday" de-
prived the fund of $120 billion.
It should not be renewed or

spread to employers.

Presently, Social Security
will fully fund benefits until
2037. It is not broke. But this
valuable safety net for the eld-
erly, the disabled and children
needs to be strengthened and
preserved.

Please tell Congress you want
Social Security to be there for
those who need it. People who
care only for themselves will be
trying totearitdown, being very
vocal about their ideas. We can-
not let them prevail.

Merle Baisden is treasurer
of the American Association
of University Women,
Hillsboro-Forest Grove
branch.

Save College Aid for the Disadvantaged

Some colleges
are misusing

funds

BY JUDGE GREG MATHIS
Oftentimes it seems
that those who need
something the least are
the most likely to receive it.
Indeed, three asset managers
from Connecticut recently won
a$254 million lottery drawing.
It just doesn’t seem fair.
More unjust and more seri-
ous 1s the recent announce-
ment that colleges and univer-
sities are giving $5.3 billion in
aid to students who, according
to the federal government,
don't need financial help.
According to study from the
College Board, American
schools are using 20-percent
of the total federal financial
aid pot to woo high-achieving

students who also have high
earning parents who could eas-
e i1ly pay the tuition
themselves. In ad-
dition, these same
families alsoreceive
an additional $4 bil-
lionin federal tuition

tax credits.
College costs are
rising, and the amount of stu-
dent aid available to low-in-
come students has declined in
the last decade. To learn that
these much needed federal fi-
nancial aid dollars are going to
students from families earning
more than $100,000 per year is

disheartening.

That same money could be
used to help send more low-
income students to college, giv-
ing a broader range of people
access to higher education.

Certainly, universities have
the right to compete for the
best students, but they should

not be allowed to use gov-
ernment funds to lure high-
income students to their pri-
vate universities. These
schools have endowments
they could tap into for these
purposes, or they could also
call on their distinguished
alumni for assistance.

Our young people, rich or
poor, are our nation's most pre-
cious resource. We must work
to ensure they have the tools
they need to finish school and
to go out into society and be-
come productive citizens.

That said, we must also re-
alize that society does not al-
ways benefit the neediest
among us. It is our duty to do
what we can to level the play-
ing field as much as possible.

Making sure federal finan-
cial aid dollars are used for
low-income students and low-
income students only will go a
long way in making sure we

right some of the wrongs and

that everyone has a chance.
Judge Greg Mathis is a
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