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What's on your list today?

| ocAL NEws

Takahiro Yakamoto interprets
the social vulnerabilities of
maleness in his 15-minute
performance at Lewis and
Clark College’s art exhibition,
Multiculturalism: Defined.

Rap on Multiculturalism

Lewis & Clark
explores
meaning

BY CARI HACHMANN

. THE PORTLAND OBSERVER

“Multiculturalismis dead,” a
recent statement made by Ger-
man Chancellor Angela Merkell,
prompted a debate at Lewis and

| Clark College’s eighth annual

Ray Warren Multicultural Sym-
posium, where experts from Port-
land and beyond considered the

theme, the Miseducation of |

Multiculturalism.
The weekend symposium

| opened with an art exhibition,

Multiculturalism: Defined, fea-

. turing various works by artists

who reflected on what
multiculturalism means and lend

| anunderstanding of culture that

transcends semantics and in-
terpretations.

“We realized that to under-
stand how we have been
‘miseducated,” we must first
achieve a fundamental under-
standing of what
multiculturalismreally means,”
read a statement by Lewis and
Clark art curators Megan Sadler

and Kyle Yoshioka.

Too often, multiculturalism is
connoted exclusively with race and
ethnicity, when really the concept
can encompass far more, including
issues of class, religion, sexual ori-
entation, and many others, they said.

Artists challenged the notion of

i

A self-portrait of student artist
Camille Shumann at Lewis and Clark
College’s Multiculturalism Sympo-
sium is a composition of her cultural
travels.

multiculturalism with drawings,
photographs, music, creative dis-
plays, performance, and more.
Sokhun Keo expressed the meld-
ing and evolution of culture with a
crate of Cambodian albums and an
American record player for partici-
pants to play. According to his
artist’s statement, Keo doesn’t
identify himself as distinctly as
Cambodian, American or even
Cambodian- American.

“Cambodian-American cul-
ture does not exist. Instead a
multi-culture or hybrid culture
exists,” he said. “To say that |
am Cambodian-American must
mean that I am authentically
Cambodian and American si-
multaneously, which is impos-
sible.”

While some artists” work re-
vealed the complexities of mul-
tiple identities and ethnic ori-
gins, others expressed what it’s
like to grow up solely with U.S.
traditions.

In her artwork, Camille
Shumann conveys a lack or
weakening of American culture
that has impelled her to explore
and absorb other cultures.

In Self Portrait: Ramblin,
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