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’j New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services
Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00
A small distance/travel charge
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway)

I Cleaning Area (only)
$40.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (/2-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs:
$25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs(Wool):
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING
Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139

Chair or Recliner: a
Throw Pillows (With

Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

* Area & Oriental Rug
Cleaning
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet '\
Odor Treatment
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949
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Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the
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Congress Should Serve the Common Good

Fixation on the
deficit will not
create jobs

BY Epie RASELL

It’s not just the
people occupying Wall
Street who know there
1s something deeply wrong in
this country. Even those of us
still sleeping in our own beds at
night are profoundly disturbed
by the huge and growing divide
between the rich and the other
99 percent.

Nearly one in five potential
workers are jobless or working
too few hours. The divide is
reinforced by arecord high pov-

erty level, wars, “free” trade
agreements, millions of people
without health insurance, a per-
sistently broken housing market,
unequally financed public
schools, and unaffordable
higher education.

Ratherthan dealing with
any of these severe and
immediate problems, Con-
gress is fixated on reducing the
deficit. But ever since the eco-
nomic crisis began in late 2007,
the deficit has been helping, not
hurting, the economy.

When households and corpo-
rations reduce their buying, firms
cut back production and lay off
workers. The economy stalls and
it will stay in the doldrums until
demand picks up for firms’ prod-
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ucts. Today, when purchases by
households and corporations
continue to be depressed, the
only way to boost demand is
through deficit spending.

No one should be surprised
we have a deficit. Tax cuts and
the economic downturn have
driven tax revenue to its lowest
level since 1950. Wealthy house-
holds and corporations are pay-
ing much less than in the past,
and people who earn less also
pay less in taxes.

At the same time, govern-
ment spending is up. Military
and homeland security expendi-
tures have risen by 50 percent
over the last decade, while hard
times have increased spending
forunemployment insurance and
other safety net programs. End-
ing the downturn through fed-
eral programs to create jobs will
shrink the deficit. We also need
to raise taxes on wealthy house-
holds and corporations, and cut
spending on the military and
homeland security.

What does Congress plan to
do? In its concern about the
deficit, Congress appointed a
“Super Committee” to propose
at least $1.2 trillion in deficit

reduction by Nov. 23 then Con-
gress must vote on their pro-
posal by Dec. 23. These critical
decisions will establish the
country’s direction for the next
decade.

Unfortunately for the 99 per-
cent of us, many Committee
members appear to prefer cut-
ting social programs and even
core government functions that
serve the common good instead
of creating jobs, raising taxes on
corporations and wealthy house-
holds, and cutting military spend-
Ing.

This is a critical time in our
nation’s history. Will we begin to
address our many problems and
restore opportunities for widely
shared prosperity, or will we con-
tinue down the path of great
wealth for a very few and an-
guish for many?

Some of us will join the Oc-
cupy Wall Street movement. But
every one of us in the 99 percent
needs to tell the Super Commit-
tee and Congress what we want.
Our children and the country
depend on it.

Edie Rasell is minister for
economic justice for the United
Church of Christ.



mailto:news@portlandobserver.com
mailto:subscriptions@portlandobserver.com

