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Military Service Honored
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&  Executive Searches 
Consulting 
A p p ly  &  Test O n line

MEDWeek
Brooks Staffing has been a long-term partner of 
the Minority Business Opportunity Committee to 
aid their mission: "To lead public and private 
organizations in achieving a regionally diverse 
and sustainable business community." We do it 
because we care about our community and its 
people Think Jobs, Think Brooks
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SERVING  THE PACIFIC NORTHW EST FOR 3 0  YEARS
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Get connected with your military 
education benefits. Veterans’ benefits 
advice is available every 2nd Thursday 
from 8 a.m.- noon in the Student Center. 
Visit pcc.edu/vets to learn more.
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Flrnericn's
Veterans

c o n t i n u e d f r o m  p a g e  3

child  o f  longtim e volunteer T.J. 
Browning, w hose son Avery has 
becom e active in hom eless support 
activities.

H ow  bad ly  are the b lan k ets  
needed? JOIN executive director 
M ark Jolin says that the recent C en­
sus found that 17,000 people sleep 
outdoors in Portland on any given 
night, and one in 10 of these were 
veterans.

W hile the city is expected to pro­
vide som e “warm ing shelters" dur­
ing winter that offer em ergency shel­
ter on the coldest nights, m any will 
have to m ake do out o f doors, and 
anything to help ward o ff the cold

will be essential.
How many blankets do they need? 

"W e’re never had more blankets than 
we could use,” Jolin told the Portland 
Observer. “O ur outreach- workers 
would go out every night, with a 
carload o f blankets, and each one 
was given aw ay.” If they ever came 
up with a surplus, he said, they would 
share it with other agencies.

H istorically, JOIN has relied on 
m ilitary surplus for its blankets, but 
the military is using m ore o f  its own 
supplies w ith the wars in Iraq and 
A fghanistan .

For those who can ’t m ake the 
parade, blankets can be deposited 
at any A-Boy Plum bing and Electric 
outlet.

Jobs Programs for Veterans
The O bam a adm in istra tion  is 

launching several program s to help 
m ilitary veterans find work as the 
president tries to show he is serious 
about creating jobs.

The W hite House said it wants 
com m unity health centers to hire 
8,000 m ilitary m edics over the next 
three years and will ask the centers 
to start reporting on the num ber o f 
veterans that they em ploy. It says 
federal agencies also will try to con­
nect veterans to health clinics' job  
openings.

In ano ther new  p rogram  an ­

nounced last m onth, the O bam a 
adm inistration says it will expand 
opportunities for m ilitary m edics to 
becom e physician  assis tan ts  by 
providing m ore grants to universi­
ties that help to train veterans for 
such careers.

More veterans are likely to look for 
work as tens o f thousands o f troops 
return from Iraq before an end-of- 
year deadline for their withdrawal. 
B ut, they wi 11 enter a weak labor m ar­
ket in which the unemployment rate 
has remained at or above nine per­
cent for most o f this year.

Rights Group Applauds End of Ban
c o n t i n u e d f r o n t p a g e d

governm ent stop enforcing the law. 
Supporters o f D on’t Ask, D on’t

Tell claim ed that the know n pres­
ence o f gay service m em bers, both 
male and fem ale, would underm ine 
unit cohesion. O pponents o f the 
law, how ever, said the ban actually 
d ism antled unit m orale, and the 
policy was both discrim inatory and 
forced the discharge o f quality o f­
ficers.

“N ow  folks can be true to who

they are and serve their country ,” 
Frazzini said. She said, how ever, 
there are still changes, which need 
to be m ade in the future.

“One thing that is im portant to 
recognize is that the repeal o f ‘D on’t 
ask, D on’t te ll’ im pacts gay and 
lesbian service m em bers, but it does 
not yet ensure that transgender or 
trans-identified  service m em bers 
can serve safely and openly ,” she 
said.

“I would like to see that change 
m ade as w ell.”

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, OR 97204 • 503-796-9250

Cori Stewart—
Owner, O perator

A full service 
flower experience

•Birthdays •Anniversaries 
• Funerals • Weddings
Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm 
Saturday 9am til 2pm.
Website: avalonflowerspdx.com 
email: avalonflowers@msn.com 
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