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ENTERTAINMENT
—  

One Year Anniversary Kravitz on Black and White America

Showdogs is a full service salon. We do 
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing , 
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud 
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have 
health care and grooming products to 
keep your pet clean in between visits.

Show Dogs Grooming Salon & Boutique
926 N. Lombard 

Portland, OR 97217
503-283-1177

Ttiesday-Saturday 9am-7pm 
Monday 10am-4pm

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg 
and your kitty will be pretty.

Tackles race 
with new album

(A P ) —  L enny K rav itz , w ho 
w as born to a b lack  m o ther and 
w hite father, d idn 't recogn ize  skin 
co lo r in his ow n hom e as a 
child .

“ I grew  up in a house 
full o f  every  co lo r,” he re ­
calls.

T h ings chan g ed  w hen 
he w en t to  e le m e n ta ry  
sch o o l.

“ I d idn 't know  anyth ing  
a b o u t p ro b le m s u n til I 
w ent to first g rade  and it 
w as b rough t to my a tte n ­
tion ," the rock  s in g er and 
g u ita ris t said . "I knew  my 
fa th e r  lo o k e d  d if fe re n t 
th an  m y m o th e r, bu t I 
d id n 't  k n o w  th a t  th a t  
m ean t any th ing . ... I had 
no idea  that it w as an is ­
su e .”

O n h is  la te s t a lb u m ,
“ B la c k  a n d  W h ite  
A m e r ic a ,” 4 7 -y e a r -o ld  
K rav itz  tack les  that “ is ­
sue” as w ell as w hat his 
paren ts  ex p erien ced  as an
in te rrac ia l cou p le  in 1960s N ew  
York. ( K rav itz 's  m other starred  as 
H elen  W illis  in the h it te lev isio n  
show  “T he J e f fe rso n s ” in the 
1970s and ‘80s.)

The G ram m y w inner's  n in th  a l­
bum , w hich  d ebu ted  at No. 17 on 
the B illboard  200 album s chart last 
m on th , w as reco rd ed  ov er a tw o- 
y ear p eriod  in the B aham as and 
Paris.

T he A ssoc ia ted  P ress: W hat

from  yo u r p a ren ts?
Kravitz: They would walk dow n

the street (and) peop le  w ould  spit 
on them . M y fa th e r w ould  take m y 
m other to a hotel on ho lid ay  and 
they  w ould  say , "N o p ro s titu te s
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allow ed  at the ho te l"  —  very  d is ­
gu stin g  th ings. M y fa th e r lost h is 
side o f  the fam ily  'til I w as born . It 
took  them  a m inu te  to get it to ­
gether. B ut in essen ce  ... none o f  
that b o thered  them . T hey  w ere in 
love and they  w an ted  to  be to ­
g e th er and  tha t w as that.

A P : T alk  about the title  track  on 
th is a lbum .

L enny: It's a very special song to 
me and it's obviously got a lot to do 
with who 1 am. It's my story. It's every­
thing I knew growing up. It's my par­
ents' story —  being an interracial 
couple growing up in the time o f the 
civil rights movement. And it’s the 
story o f today —  what we're going 
through, dealing with race and the 
fact that we have an African-Am eri­
can president.

A P : H ow  do you th ink  B arack  
O bam a is do ing  as o u r p re s id en t?

K ravitz: It's a tough gig. I th ink  
he 's done a lot o f  g rea t th ings and 
I th ink  tha t som e th ings are c h a l­
leng ing  and d ifficu lt fo r him . B ut I 
don 't know  how  it w orks. I know  
how  I th in k  it w orks, but we d on 't 
know  how  it rea lly  w orks. A nd so, 
you know , w hen I'm  ta lk ing  abou t 
him  and  I'm  id en tify in g  w ith  all 
th is , it has a lot to  do  w ith  sort o f  
the social aspect o f  the w hole thing, 
no t ju s t po litica l.

A P : W hat w as it like  record ing

in the B aham as?
K ravitz: I live  in an o ld  air-

s tream  tra ile r on the beach  and I 
live very  sim ply  there. I w an ted  to 
get aw ay. I w an ted  to  be aw ay 
from  ev ery b o d y  and ev ery th in g  
—  tech n o lo g y , I ju s t w anted  to  be 

in the natu re . I w anted  to 
hear w hat w as inside  o f 
m e, and  I needed  tim e to 
re flec t and  feel m y sp irit 
and it w as a g rea t tim e for 
m e as a hum an being  as 
w ell as an artist.

A P : D rake is fea tu red  
on th is a lbum . H ow  did 
that co llab o ra tio n  com e 
a b o u t?

Kravitz: W hen I was do­
ing "Sunflower" and it got 
to the middle section, I knew 
that it w asn't going to be a 
guitar solo or som ething, 
so I ju st listened and I heard 
(D rake's) voice. And same 
th in g  w ith  J a y -Z  on 
"Boongie Drop" —  it's like 
I don't call som ebody be­
cause I th ink , "Oh that 
w o u ld  be the  m ove  to 
m ake."  It's  because  the 
m usic is telling me and I 
hear the tones.

A P : "B oong ie  D rop" sounds 
like a m o n ste r hit.

K ravitz: T h an k  you. Say it 
louder. T e ll everybody .

A P : So tha t song  is abou t fu ll- 
fig u red  w om en, rig h t?

K ravitz: You have all these full- 
figured, B aham ian w om en com ing 
in to  the c lub  d ancing  very  p ro ­
v o ca tiv e ly  and  th ey 're  d re ssed  
very , very  sexy , and  th e ir shorts  
are su p er short, th e ir  tops are  very 
rev ea lin g  and  th ey 're  w earing  all 
th ese  b rig h t co lo rs. A nd w hat I 
took  from  that, w hat I rea lly  liked  
w as the fac t tha t th ey 're  not b o th ­
e red  by th e  s te re o ty p e  o f  w h a t 
so c ie ty , w hat m ed ia  says is b e a u ­
tifu l . T h ey  k n o w  th e y 're  b e a u t i ­
fu l an d  th ey  a re  b e a u tifu l , an d  
th ey  a re  n o t w o rr ie d  a b o u t f i t ­
t in g  in to  th a t  im a g e , a n d  I 
tho u g h t that w as rea lly  beau tifu l 
to  see b ecause  peop le  here  are 
k illin g  th em selv es  to  look  a c e r­
ta in  w ay and a ren 't p roud  of how  
they  w ere c rea ted .

A P : H ow  do you th ink  you 've  
g row n since y o u r d ebu t w as re ­
leased  in 1989?

K ravitz: I've learned  to  calm  
dow n a little  b it. I ju s t th in k  that 
happens the lo n g er you do  it, the 
m ore m ature  you get. M aybe I'm  
startin g  to  m atu re  a little  b it. A 
little  bit.
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