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Showdogs is a full service salon. We do
baths, all over hair cuts, tooth brushing ,
nail trims, soft claws, flea treatments, mud
baths, and ear cleaning. We also have
health care and grooming products to

keep your pet clean in between visits.
Show Dogs

926 N. Lombard
Portland, OR 9721

503-283-1177
Tuesday-Saturday 9am-7pm
Monday [0am-4pm

Yo dawg is gonna look like a show dawg
and your kitty will be pretty.
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Kravitz on Black and White America

Tackles race
with new album

(AP) — Lenny Kravitz, who
was born to a black mother and
white father, didn't recognize skin
colorinhisownhome as a
child.

“I grew up in a house
full of every color,” he re-
calls.

Things changed when
he went to elementary
school.

“Ididn’tknow anything
about problems until I
went to first grade and it
was brought to my atten-
tion," the rock singer and
guitarist said. "I knew my
father looked different
than my mother, but |
didn't know that that
meant anything. ... I had
no idea that it was an is-

sue.”
On his latest album,
“Black and White

America,” 47-year-old
Kravitz tackles that “is-
sue’” as well as what his
parents experienced as an
interracial couple in 1960s New
York. (Kravitz's mother starred as
Helen Willis in the hit television
show “The Jeffersons” in the
1970s and ‘80s.)

The Grammy winner's ninth al-
bum, which debuted at No. 17 on
the Billboard 200 albums chart last
month, was recorded over a two-

year period in the Bahamas and

Paris.
The Associated Press: What
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By Pearl Cleage Directed By Ken Dembo
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stories do you remember hearing
from your parents?

Kravitz: They would walk down
the street (and) people would spit
onthem. My father would take my
mother to a hotel on holiday and
they would say, "No prostitutes

allowed at the hotel” — very dis-
gusting things. My father lost his
side of the family 'til I was born. It
took them a minute to get it to-
gether. But in essence ... none of
that bothered them. They were in
love and they wanted to be to-
gether and that was that.

AP: Talk about the title track on
this album.

Lenny: It's a very special song to
me and it's obviously got a lot to do
withwholam. It's my story. It'severy-
thing I knew growing up. It's my par-
ents' story — being an interracial
couple growing up in the time of the
civil rights movement. And it's the
story of today — what we're going
through, dealing with race and the
fact that we have an African-Ameri-
can president.

AP: How do you think Barack
Obama is doing as our president?

Kravitz: It'satough gig. I think
he's done a lot of great things and
[ think that some things are chal-
lenging and difficult for him. But 1
don't know how it works. I know
how I think it works, but we don't
know how itreally works. And so,
you know, when I'm talking about
him and I'm identifying with all
this, it has a lot to do with sort of
the social aspect of the whole thing,
not just political.

AP: What was it like recording

in the Bahamas?

Kravitz: I live in an old air-
stream trailer on the beach and |
live very simply there. I wanted to
get away. | wanted to be away
from everybody and everything
— technology, I just wanted to be
in the nature. I wanted to
hear what was inside of
me, and I needed time to
reflect and feel my spirit
and it was a great time for
me as a human being as
well as an artist.

AP: Drake is featured
on this album. How did
that collaboration come
about?

Kravitz: When I was do-
ing "Sunflower" and it got
to the middle section, [ knew
that it wasn't going to be a
guitar solo or something,
soljustlistened and I heard
(Drake's) voice. And same
thing with Jay-Z on
"Boongie Drop" —it's like
I don't call somebody be-
cause I think, "Oh that
would be the move to
make." It's because the
music is telling me and |
hear the tones.

AP: "Boongie Drop" sounds
like a monster hit.

Kravitz: Thank you. Say it
louder. Tell everybody.

AP: So that song is about full-
figured women, right?

Kravitz: Youhave all these full-
figured, Bahamian women coming
into the club dancing very pro-
vocatively and they're dressed
very, very sexy, and their shorts
are super short, their tops are very
revealing and they're wearing all
these bright colors. And what I
took from that, what I really liked
was the fact that they're not both-
ered by the stereotype of what
society, what media says is beau-
tiful. They know they're beauti-
ful and they are beautiful, and
they are not worried about fit-
ting into that image, and 1
thought that was really beautiful
to see because people here are
killing themselves to look a cer-
tain way and aren't proud of how
they were created.

AP: How do you think you've
grown since your debut was re-
leased in 19897

Kravitz: I've learned to calm
down a little bit. I just think that
happens the longer you do it, the
more mature you get. Maybe I'm
starting to mature a little bit. A
little bit.
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