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Zoo’s Rose-Tu 
Expecting Again

T he O regon  Z o o ’s A sian  e l­
ephan t R ose-T u is p regnan t for 
seco n d  tim e . T h e  1 7 -y ea r-o ld  
p ach y d erm , w ho  gave b irth  to 
S am udra  in 2008, is expec ted  to 
d e liv e r an o th er m em b er o f  the 
z o o 's  celeb ra ted  e lephan t fam ily  
in late 2012.

K eepers believe concep tion  o c ­
curred  the last w eek o f  February , 
w hen they observed  sign ifican t 
b reed ing  activ ity  betw een  R ose- 
T u and T usko . T usko , a 13,000- 
pound , 4 0 -y ear-o ld  bull e lephan t, 
is a lso  the fa ther o f  S am udra. T he 
g e s ta tio n  p e rio d  fo r  A sian  e l ­
eph an ts  is 20  to  22 m onths.

“T he b irth  o f  a new  c a lf  is an 
incredib ly  en rich ing  even t in these 
an im a ls’ lives,” said  M ike K eele, 
the z o o ’s d irec to r o f  elephan t habi-

tats and one o f  N orth  A m erica ’s 
leading  A sian  e lep h an t experts.
“E lep h an ts  live  in m a tria rch a l 
herds, and if  all goes as w e hope, 
the en tire  herd  w ill bond around 
th is new  baby and  help  care for 
h im  o r her, ju s t as they have w ith 
S a m u d ra .”

K eele cau tions that it is still 
qu ite  early  in R o se -T u ’s p reg ­
nancy , and the b irth  o f  a healthy  
baby is no sure th ing.

“ W e ’re h o p e fu l fo r the  best, 
b u t th e re  a re  d e f in i te ly  r isk s  
in v o lv e d ,” K ee le  sa id . “T h e re  
can  be c o m p lic a tio n s  fo r  b o th  
m o th e r  an d  ca lf . A  c a lf  m ay  be 
s tillb o rn  o r  g e t lo d g e d  in the  
b ir th  can a l. A s a lw ay s , w e ’ll be
m o n ito r in g  th is  p re g n a n c y  v e ry  Rose-Tu ( le ft)  a n d  3 -year-o ld  S a m u d ra  e n joy  s o m e  w a te r p la y  a t  th e  O regon Z o o 's  A s ia n  e le p h a n t 
c lo s e ly .” h a b ita t, w h ile  "a u n tie "  S ung-S urin  lo o k s  on.
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