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Woman Proves Marijuana
Has received 
government pot 
for decades

(AP) —  Sometime after m id­
night on a moonlit rural Oregon 
highway, a state trooper cheeking 
a car he had just pulled over found 
less than an ounce of pot on one 
passenger: A chatty 72-year-old 
woman blind in one eye.

She insisted the weed was legal 
and was approved by the U.S. 
government.

The trooper and his supervisor 
were doubtful. But after a series of 
calls to the U.S. Attorney's Office, 
the Drug Enforcement Agency 
and her physician, the troopers 
handed her back the card — and 
her pot.

For the past three decades, 
Uncle Sam has been providing a 
handful of patients with some of 
the h ighest g rade  m ariju an a  
around. The program grew out of 
a 1976 court settlement that cre­
ated the country's first legal pot 
smoker.

Advocates for legalizing m ari­
juana or treating it as a medicine 
say the program is a glaring con­
tradiction in the nation's 40-year 
war on drugs — maintaining the 
federal ban on pot while at the 
same time supplying it.

Government officials say there 
is no contradiction. The program 
is no longer accepting new pa­
tients, and public health authori­
ties have concluded that there was 
no scientific value to it, Steven 
Gust of the U.S. National Institute 
on Drug Abuse told The Associ­
ated Press.

At one point, 14 people were 
getting governm ent pot. Now, 
there are four left.

The government has only con­
tinued to supply the marijuana 
"for com passionate  reasons,"  
Gust said.

One of the recipients is Elvy 
M usikka , the cha tty  O regon  
woman. A vocal marijuana advo­
cate, Musikka relies on the pot to 
keep her glaucoma under control. 
She entered the program in 1988, 
and said that her experience with 
marijuana is proof that it works as 
a medicine.

They "won't acknowledge the 
fact that I do not have even one 
aspirin in this house," she said, 
leaning back on her couch, glass 
bong cradled in her hand. "I have 
no pain."

In 1976, a federal judge ruled

An Oregon woman who suffers from glaucoma holds the canister 
o f marijuana cigarettes that she regularly receives from the 
federal government. (AP photo)

that the Food and Drug Adm inis­
tra tio n  m ust p rov ide  R obert 
Randall of Washington, D.C. with 
marijuana because of his glaucoma 
—  no other drug could effectively 
com bat his condition. Randall 
became the nation's first legal pot 
smoker since the drug's prohibi­
tion.

E ventually , the governm ent 
created its program as part o f a 
compromise over Randall's care in 
1978, long before a single state

passed a medical marijuana law. 
What followed were a series of 
petitions from people like Musikka 
to join the program.

President George H.W. Bush's 
administration, getting tough on 
crime and drugs, stopped accept­
ing new patients in 1992.

The four patients remaining in 
the program estimate they have 
received a total of 584 pounds 
from the federal government over 
the years.

All of the marijuana comes from 
the U niversity o f M ississippi, 
where it is grown, harvested and 
stored.

The marijuana is then sent to a 
tightly controlled North Carolina 
lab, where they are rolled into ciga­
rettes. And every month, steel tins 
are packed with a half-pound of 
marijuana rolled into 300 perfectly- 
wrapped joints for delivery to the 
patients.

Elvy Musikka, 72, who 
suffers from glaucoma, 
lights a marijuana cigarette, 
one o f many she regularly 
receives from the U.S. 
government, at her home in 
Eugene. (AP photo)
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Today’s Little 
Scholars Childcare

Today's Little Scholars Childcare is located 
near Portland Community College on 

Killingsworth and Albina street offering 
Flexible Scheduling. Are you looking for 
reliable and safe childcare? If so, I'm a 
certified provider giving today's Little

Scholars a wonderful and loving environ­
ment to enjoy being themselves. Allow me to 
take care o f your children the right way... 

Contact us today! 1-800-385-8594
DHS State Assistance Accepted 
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