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j New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services
Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00
A small distance/travel charge
may be applied
CARPET CLEANING

2 Cleaning Areas or
more $30.00 Each Area

. Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 small Hallway) |

. 1 Cleaning Area (only)
- $40.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area |
(Hallway Extra)

| Stairs (12-16 stairs - With
. Other Services): $25.00

' Area/Oriental Rugs:

- $25.00 Minimum |
Area/OrientalRugsr Wool): |

- $40.00Minimum |

. Heavily Soiled Area:
' Additional $10.00 each area |
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
| SERVICES
' » Area & Oriental Rug
| Cleaning
' * Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
. * Deodorizing & Pet '\
Odor Treatment -
- * Spot & Stain
Removal Service
- * Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage
' Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER |
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES

- Call for Appointment

| (503) 281-3949 |
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Legal Aid 1s More Important than Ever

Cuts at the expense of the poor

BY JUDGE GREG MATHIS

As part of its efforts
to curtail government
spending, Congress re-
cently cut funding to
Legal Services Corp., a
non-profit group that
funds more than 100 state
programs that provide legal aid to
the poor. So far, the government
has slashed nearly $16 million from
the organization’s budget; next
year, they want to cut an addi-
tional $104 million.

It’s admirable that the govern-
ment is searching for ways to bal-
ance our ballooning national bud-
get. But, once again, our elected
officials are looking in the wrong
places and cutting much needed
services.

Missing the
The ‘white like
me’ tour

BY WiLLiAM REED
Before he went
toMartha’s Vine-
yard for 10 days
at a 1,200-acre,
$50,000 a week
hobby ranch, President Obama’s
three-day tour of the American
heartland last month illustrated
his re-election plans and strat-
egy. In the “white like me tour”,
Obama sought to get the atten-
tion of population segments dis-
illusioned with him and infuse
Middle-American voters with op-
timism, while convincing them that
his approach offers the most ra-
tional path to economic stability.
The tour allowed Obama a pic-
ture-perfect platform to strategically

Legal aid services
around the country help
low-income individuals
with their civil (non-crimi-
nal) legal needs. Legal aid

| offices also handle cases

that involve housing
matters, unfair evictions,
foreclosures and more. Custody
and child-support cases are also

some of the common services le-.

gal aid has given to innumerable
families over the years.

With so many Americans unem-
ployed or under-employed and un-
able to meet their financial obliga-
tions, it stands to reason that the
need for legal aid is more important
than ever. Indeed, the number of
people eligible for such services
has increased nearly 30-percent in

the last three years. Why then, is
the government taking away from
this organization at a time when it
should be expanding?

Balancing the nation’s budget
i1s critical, but it cannot and should
not be done at the expense of the
poor. If the government wants to
slash spending, it should take a
magnifying glass to the inflated
$1 trillion defense budget. Until
the U.S. can figure out a sustain-
able way to lift its people out of
poverty, the country has a duty to
provide services to help the poor.
Legal aid is one of many programs
that should be immune to Con-
gress’ budget raiding ways.

Of course, the holes in the na-
tional justice gap are something the
private sector must address as well.
More lawyers need to provide pro
bono - free — services to low-in-

come individuals. Lawyers who grew
up poor should feel a sense of obli-
gation to give back to the communi-
ties they grew up in.

Some law firms do require at-
torneys to contribute a certain
number of pro-bono hours each
year; we need more to follow
suit and do the same. If the gov-
ernment doesn’t see the impor-
tance of legal aid services — es-
pecially at this time in history —
then our business community
must step forward and help ease
the burden.

Judge Mathis is a national fig-
ure known for his advocacy cam-
paigns for equal justice. His inspi-
rational life story of a street youth
who rose from jail to judge has
provided hope to millions who
watch him on the television court
show Judge Mathis.

Mark on African-American Jobless

define the Republicans as so unwill-
ing to compromise they would risk
financial chaos. But, the visits al-
lowed Obama to press the flesh
among America’s heartland and
brought controversy and discus-
sions about Obama’s presidential
job performance and the policies he
supports.

The bus tour had the trappings of
acandidate wooing voters. The trip,
with all the presidential accessories
in tow, took Obama through rural
hamlets in Minnesota, lowa and
western Illinois and allowed him to
shore up his posture in the polls and
his political position with white
voters.

Obama went to Henry County,
I11., which has a Black population of
2.2 percent; to Winneshiek County,
Iowa which is 0.6 percent African
American. In Decorah, lowa, Obama
declared he’d propose a major jobs
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package to Congress this month.

Obama’s not delivering for any
segment of the American popula-
tion except the rich. But, a soaring
Jobless rate among African Ameri-
cans and a newfound comfort by
black lawmakers to criticize
Obama’s economic policies
should prompt White House offi-
cials to focus more directly on
black America.

Urban blacks are experiencing 25
percent unemployment and the
White House needs more collabo-
ration and cooperation from leaders
inblack America. Atajobs forumin
Detroit, Rep. Maxine Waters, D-
Calif., blasted the president’s bus
tour and has asserted that Obama
skipped hard-hit African Americans
and their communities. Waters said
“We want to give him every oppor-
tunity but ... the unemployment is
unconscionable.”

African American joblessness
is 16.2 percent, and nearly 41 per-
cent for black teens. In spite of
those numbers, a Washington
Post/ABC News poll shows
Obama still enjoying rock solid
support among African Ameri-
cans — an 86 percent approval
rating for the way he’s handled
the economy. Among whites and
independent voters, Obama gets
a 26 percent rating.

Waters is right saying, “It's time
for us to step up and note that our
communities are not being dealt with
and to make sure that this adminis-
tration understands that we cannot
continue to go on this way and ...
we cannot be quiet. We have de-
cided that not only are we going to
remind the administration about the

devastation and the pain that we're
experiencing, but we want to be a
part of helping to develop the solu-
tion. Whatever the plan to be un-
veiled in September, we intend to be
a part of it.”

When will the administration pay
attention to black needs? What will
it take for African Americans to be
a part of Obama’s plans for the na-
tion? Obama need not go further
than National Urban League Presi-
dent Marc Morial’s 12-Point Plan
for Job Creation.

The League’s plan is based on
Urban Jobs Act legislation spon-
sored by New York Sen. Kirsten
Gillibrand and Brooklyn Rep.
Edolphus Towns. The Urban Jobs
Act provides federal grant funding
to non-profit organizations to offer
Job training, education and support
services for urban youth and young
adults.

Funding Urban Jobs Act pro-
grams makes sense. Itcan help elimi-
nate black unemployment. The
Obama administration needs to fund
targeted programs that connect at-
risk youth to jobs and gives 18 to 24-
year olds skills training, mentoring,
and GED preparation.

When President Obama speaks
to the nation about the labor situa-
tion on Thursday, Sept. 8 in an
address to Congress, he’s expected
to present new and relevant initia-
tives to grow the economy and cre-
ate jobs. It would be gratifying to
see Obama present the Urban Jobs
Actto the public among his recom-
mendations to put Americans back
to work.

William Reed is president of
Black Press International.
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