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New Prices
Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services
Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00
A small distance/travel charge
may be applied
CARPET CLEANING

2 Cleaning Areas or
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
I small Hallway)

(Includes:

1 Cleaning Area (only)
$40.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (/12-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs:
$25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49 f &
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

* Area & Oriental Rug
Cleaning
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
* Deodorizing & Pet '\
Odor Treatment
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage

Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment
(503) 281-3949
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Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.
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College as a Great Equalizer for Immlgrants

Diplomas vs.
deportation

BY MATIAS RAMOS

When a group of un-
documented young people
took the stage at an immi-
gration reform rally outside the
White House last month, they had
a catchy chant: "Hey, Obama, don't
deport my mama!"

High school students dominated
the crowd, which included protest-
ers wearing shirts emblazoned with
the words "I am the Maryland
DREAM Act."

These slogans epitomize the de-
sires of Latino and other immigrant
youth across the country. We want
a pathway to college and legal sta-
tus. We don't want our relatives
deported.

Late last year, Senate Republi-
cans blocked the Development,
Relief, and Education of Alien Mi-
nors (DREAM) Act. If enacted, it
would have enabled undocumented
youth brought to the United States
as children to become legal perma-
nent residents, as long as they had
a clean record, possessed either a
high school diploma or a GED, and
completed either two years of col-
lege or military service.

This year, with prospects for
passage evendimmer, young immi-

grants are trying to get simi-
lar state-level measures
passed instead. Maryland,
Connecticut, Illinois, and
Californiahave passed laws
meant to encourage un-
documented immigrant
youth to continue their
education. Meanwhile, Republican-
controlled legislatures in Alabama,
Wisconsin, and Indiana have
passed laws that make it harder for
undocumented immigrants to get a
college diploma.

The Justice Department, civil
rights groups, religious leaders, and
even other countries are suing Ala-
bamaoverits law, which couldeven
stop undocumented children from
attending public schools. The
Obama administration says that's
unconstitutional.

The Maryland DREAM Act,
which Gov. Martin O'Malley signed
in May, will enable undocumented
students to pay in-state tuition at
community colleges and then enroll
in state universities. It mandates
that students attend community
college first.

As part of their efforts, organiza-
tions like CASA de Maryland -
which organized the rally outside
the White House — have led cam-
paigns to ensure that undocu-
mented immigrants obtain individual
taxpayer identification numbers.

These identification numbers,
which don't require a Social Security
number, make iteasier forimmigrants
o pay taxes and establish a good
record while they wait for an oppor-
tunity to apply for legal status.

Undocumented immigrants pay
plenty of Maryland state taxes. They
account for nearly 5 percent of the
state’s population and will contrib-
ute $275 million in state and local
taxes this year, according to the
Immigration Policy Center.

The new law, which opponents
are trying to block with a ballot
referendum, sets specific eligibility
requirements for undocumented
students to be able to qualify for in-
state tuition. They must complete
three years of high school in the
state and prove that their parents
file tax returns. After completing
two years of community college, a
student can transfer to a public
university and pay in-state tuition
there too.

Maryland and other states are
shaping their own policies toward
undocumented immigrants to fill a
gap left by federal inaction. Mean-
while, the Obama administration has
already deported more than one
million undocumented immigrants,
the highest level since President
Dwight D. Eisenhower's "Operation
Wetback" in 1954,

The government's immigration

crackdown has empowered prison
profiteers and drug cartels. Corpo-
rations running private prisons get
up to $72,000 per year for each de-
tained immigrant they warehouse.
Meanwhile, the human-smuggling
organizations that are often tied to
drug cartels have gained by raising
the already-exorbitant prices they
charge for "coyote" services.

A college education can be a
great equalizer that opens doors for
immigrants to succeed in the United
States. Young college-bound immi-
grants shouldn't have to delay their
studies until lawmakers decide to
stop punishing them.

While the national debate about
fixing the immigration system is
stalled by Washington's gridlock, a
generation of young people is grow-
ing up without legal status or any
prospects for affording a college
diploma.

Without any sign that compre-
hensive immigration reform is immi-
nent, the states that young immi-
grants call home should invest in
their potential and grant them ac-
cess toacollege education. Instead,
millions face the prospect that the
Obama administration will deport
them — and their mamas.

Matias Ramos is a formerly un-
documented student and a co-

Sfounder of the United We Dream

Network.
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