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el O bservador________
‘La Casa Latina” Opens at Portland State
New center 
supports 
Latino success

"La C asa  L atina," a support 
cen te r at P ortland  S tate  U n iv e r
sity for L atino  s tu d en ts, located  
ad jacen t to PS U 's M ulticu ltu ra l 
C en ter, o pened  th is m onth in a 
cerem ony  w ith  150 v isito rs.

T he room , d esigned  to be an 
inv iting  m eeting  p lace  for L atino  
s tu d en ts  to study  and m eet w ith  
adv iso rs  and  m en to rs, is a p ro d 
uct o f  "¡É xito !"  an in itia tiv e  b e 
gun in 2009 to advance  L atino  
s tuden t success at PSU.

T he task  force recom m ended  
co n stru c tio n  o f  the support c en 
te r as one o f  severa l w ays the 
un iv ers ity  cou ld  help  the L atino  
s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n .  T h e  n ew  
space w ill have a s ta ff  pe rso n  and 
is filled  w ith  o rig inal art, co m fo rt
ab le fu rn itu re  and th ree  new  c o m 
p u te r s ta tions.

"The space is a w onderful th ing,

A three-panel mural designed by student artists depicts Latinos progressing from migrant labor to 
college life and academic success at the new ‘La Casa Latina, ’ at Portland State University.
but it's on ly  a v isual m an ifesta - said  PSU  P residen t W im  W iew el In add ition  to  o pen ing  La C asa  
tion  of the m any p rog ram s w e 're  d u rin g  the g rand  o p en in g  cer- L atina, o th e r goals o f  ¡É xito! in- 
p rom oting  for L atino  success, em ony. e lu d e  d o u b lin g  the n u m b er o f

L atino  facu lty , adv isors and ad 
m in is tra to rs  at PSU , o ffering  b i
lin g u a l fam ily  o rien ta tio n , and 
p rov id ing  m ore scho larsh ips for 
L atino  studen ts.

L atinos m ake up 20 p ercen t o f 
s tu d e n t s  in  O re g o n 's  p u b l ic  
schoo ls, and are the fastest g ro w 
ing p o p u la tion  in O regon. PSU 's 
L a tin o  s tu d e n t  p o p u la t io n  is 
about 1,600. B oosting  the num ber 
o f  L atino  co llege  s tuden ts is one 
o f the goals o f  ¡É xito!, w hich  is 
Span ish  for "success."

The g rand  open ing  cam e a day 
a fte r the dem ise o f  a p roposed  law 
in the O regon  L eg isla tu re , w hich 
w ould  have allow ed  the non-U .S .- 
born children o f illegal im m igrants 
to pay in -sta te  tu ition  at O regon 's  
seven  pub lic  un iversities.

W iew el encouraged  the crow d 
to look  on the positive  side, say 
ing the support o f  the bill by PSU  
and the L atino  com m unity  w as a 
g rea t o rg an iz ing  effo rt tha t can 
bring  the issue o f  "tu ition  equ ity" 
for L atino  studen ts to the national 
level.

Young Professional Helps Chamber
R oberto Flores has been w el

com ed as a new m em ber o f the Board 
o f D irectors o f  the H ispanic M etro
politan C ham ber, a group started in 
1994 to support the econom ic ad
vancem ent o f  northw est Latinos.

Flores is an account executive for 
B lueCross B lueShield in Portland 
and a graduate o f  Portland State 
U niversity. He also  com pleted the 
Hispanic C ham ber’s year long lead
ership program .

“Roberto brings business exper- Roberto Flores

tise and a young professional’s per
spective that will be helpful as we 
continue to reach out to young pro
fessionals in our community. Roberto 
was raised in Gervais. He is a lifelong 
Oregonian dedicated to helping im
prove the quality o f life for all Orego
nians. W e are pleased that he has 
joined us,” said Jerry Petty, the His
panic Cham ber Board chair.

For m ore inform ation about the 
H ispanic C ham ber program s and 
events visit hm ccoregon.com .

Latino Leadership Cultivated
M ichelleH ouseoftheU niledW ay vidual donors. that I already bring to die table in my

o f the Columbia-W illamette has been “I’m eager to begin the program to w ork  w ith  U n ited  W a y ,” sa id  
accepted into the rigorous, yearlong gain new skills and enhance the ones Michelle.
Latino Leadership Program through

Hispanic Chamber 
Receives Grant

The H ispanic M etropolitan C ham ber received a $30,000 grant to 
build capacity and increase the num ber o f businesses and students 
served.

The donation from  the D onald H. Frank Fund and the Christine and 
C.F. S wigert Jr. Fund II o f the Oregon Community Foundation will help 
the cham ber support its technical assistance to Latino and other small 
businesses, and build scholarships for Latino students statewide.

The foundation w orks w ith individuals, fam ilies, businesses and 
organizations to create charitable funds to support com m unity causes.

To learn m ore about the H ispanic C ham ber program s and events, 
visit hm ccoregon.com

the Hispanic M etropolitan Chamber.
Each year, aclass o f approximately 

20 individuals, participate in a 12 
month program  to develop the lead
ership and management skills o f prom
ising Latinos in the Portland com m u
nity.

“W e are honored to have one o f 
our staff m em bers chosen to be a part 
o f this rigorous leadership program 
that does such a wonderful jo b  o f 
fostering the talents our future Latino 
leaders,’ ’ said Jay Bloom, interim Presi
dent and C EO  for United W ay o f the 
Columbia-Willamette.

House, an em ployee o f United 
W ay for alm ost 13 years, manages 
the pledge processing activities for 
all United W ay workplace and indi-
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Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, OR 97204 • 503-796-9250

A full service 
flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm 
Saturday 9am til 2pm.
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