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Ebenezer Baptist Restoration Complete
Church was 
cornerstone to 
MLK’s legacy

(A P) -  The voice o f the Rev. 
M artin Luther King Jr. again filled 
the halls o f  Ebenezer Baptist Church 
in A tlanta and a pipe organ trium ­
phantly announced the reopening 
o f the sacred sanctuary regarded as 
the birthplace o f the ci vil rights icon's 
vision o f justice, equality and a 
nonviolent society.

The King family was jo ined April 
15 by m em bers o f  the civil rights 
m ovem ent and Interior Secretary 
Ken Salazar Friday in celebrating 
the reopening o f Ebenezer, called 
the cornerstone o f King's legacy. 
Salazar said the church is "hallowed 
ground for a nation still very much 
in progress."

Ebenezer's H eritage Sanctuary 
has been restored to its original 
appearance from 1960 to 1968, when 
King co-pastored there with his fa­
ther. W ork began on the $8 million 
project in 2000, and includes a re­
turn o f  the original pulpit furniture 
and furnishings, architectural and 
paint finishes, the baptism al pool 
and choir loft seating.

It also restored King's m ost im ­
portan t title: p reacher, said  his 
youngest daughter, Bernice King, 
who delivered the keynote address

Martin Luther King III, the son of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., speaks during a April 15 ceremony to 
mark the restoration of the sanctuary of the historic Ebenezer Baptist Church in Atlanta where his 
father preached. (AP photo)

at the cerem ony. "Much com es to m y m ind as I and ch ief executive officer o f The
Excerpts o f  King's m ost fam ed stand here this afternoon, because King Center, told the audience, 

serm ons were piped into the sane- I grew  up in Ebenezer," a sm iling His daughter, Y olanda Renee 
tuary before the cerem ony began. M artin Luther King III, president King, opened the cerem ony by ring-

ing a liberty bell near the pulpit. 
T he R ev. Jo sep h  L ow ery  a t­

tended  the cerem ony  and said  he 
had m any fond m em ories o f  the 
church , w here he o ften  m et to d is ­
cu ss  s tra teg y  for the S ou thern  
C hristian  L eadersh ip  C onference, 
w hich  he co -founded  w ith K ing in 
1957.

"I can't tell you how it feels to me 
to be standing here in this spot, in 
this place, at this hour," Lowery 
said from the pulpit where King 
delivered his serm ons m ore than 
four decades ago. "This church and 
this m inistry have been significant 
in the history o f  this country for a 
long time. I thank God that it remains 
here to be seen."

K ing w as born ju s t b locks from  
E ben ezer on A uburn  A venue in 
dow ntow n A tlan ta , and grew  up 
in the church . H is fa ther, the Rev. 
M artin  L u ther K ing Sr. —  know n 
as "D addy K ing" p reach ed  there 
and w as a local c iv il righ ts a c tiv ­
ist. H is g ran d fa th e r, A .D . W ill­
ia m s , p re c e d e d  h im  an d  a lso  
fo u g h t s e g re g a tio n  d u rin g  the  
early  20 th  cen tu ry .

King is also buried next to the 
church, in a crypt alongside his 
w idow, Coretta Scott King.

Ebenezer is the anchor o f the 
M artin Luther King Jr. National His­
toric Site, which welcomes more than 
700,000 national and international 
visitors annually
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W illiam  Curtis “D oc” “Bill” M oore 
was a m an changed by his walk with the 
Lord. Like Saul to Paul, he stood boldly 
for the gospel word. He proudly served 
St. Jude C hurch as a deacon and adult 
Sunday School teacher.

As a volunteer at V olunteers o f A m erica M en's Rehabilitation Center, 
he loved, cared and served U>e com m unity.

He was bom  Sept. 8, 1942 and died on April 3 ,2011 .
Left behind are his w ife Kathy; son R icco Brack; sister M artha Ervin; 

and m any fam ily, step-fam ily, church fam ily and loved VOA fam ily 
members.

A m em orial service will be held Saturday, M ay 7 at 11 a.m. at St. Jude 
Church, 5503 N.E. Prescott St.

In lieu o f flow ers, it is Bill's wish that any donations be m ade to the VOA 
A1 Forthan Scholarship Fund, 2318 N.E. M artin Luther K ing Jr. Blvd 
Portland, OR 97212.

We make the service personal.
You make the tribute personal.

Evety time we arrange a personalized funeral service, we take special pride going 
the extra mile. With our online Memorial Obituary, now we can do even more. 
Friends and family can find out service information, view photos, read obituary,

otdet flowers and leave personal messages of condolences from anywhere, anytime. 
Simply go to our website.

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

"Dedicated to providing excellent service 
and superior care o f  your loved one ”
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