
Page 18 Il?r ̂ lortlanò (Ohscrner January 26, 2011

Must Sell
Brand New 
Hovaround 
Motorized Chair
$  1 4 0 0  o r  b e s t  o f f e r  

C a l l  George a t  

( 5 0 3 )  2 8 4 - 9 9 0 6  

( 5 0 3 )  4 4 9 - 9 7 7 0

Oprah Learns of 
Sister Born in 1963

Counseling God's Way 

Services Include:

•  Stress Management

•  Grief Counseling

•  PTSD

•  Motivational Speaker

Hodge Comprehensive Counseling Service
°  1 "  NWVC

Portland Congress Center
1001 2W  Fifth Avonuo, ôte 1100 , Portland, Oregon 9 7 2 0 4  

Phono: 503-220-1790 Fax: 1+503-220-1815  
Email: hodgohspks@msn.com www.hodgocounsoling.com

Dr. H. L. Hodge. Ph.D. 
Licensed Christian Counselor

Your Care 
Our First 
Priority

Dr. Marcelitte 
FaiUa
Chiropractic . 
Physician

We are located at
1716 N.E. 42nd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97213

(Between Broadway and Sandy Blvd.)

• Automobile accident injuries
• Chronic headache and joint pain
• Workers Compensation injuries 

Call for an appointment! (503)228-6140

c o n t in u e d f r o m  front

in 1963, Winfrey was 8 years old and living with her 
father. She did not even know her mother was 
pregnant.

Patricia said she had tried years ago to learn the 
identity of the woman who gave her up for adop
tion, and only started to try again a few years ago 
at the insistence of her two adult children, who also 
appeared on Monday's show.

Patricia said she feared her search would be 
fruitless after she got a telephone call from the state 
adoption agency, which reported that her birth 
mother had been contacted and did not wish to 
meet her.

But, coincidentally, on the local news that day, 
she saw a story about Winfrey's mother, who de
scribed how two of her children had died. Those 
details matched information Patricia had seen in 
adoption papers, which indicated she had two 
sisters and a brother, and that only the older sister 
was alive.

Winfrey's mother, Vernita Lee, also disclosed 
that one of the deceased children was named Patricia.

"The hairs on the back of my neck stood up," 
Patricia said. "Because 1 knew one of my siblings 
and I shared the same name."

Later, she found more details that matched, in
cluding the fact that Winfrey was born in 1954, the 
same year as the woman Patricia knew was her 
surviving sibling.

Winfrey, who said DNA tests confirmed that the 
two are half-sisters, met with Patricia and their 
mother in a pre-recorded segment of the show.

Lee, who recently suffered a minor stroke, said 
she never told Winfrey about her half-sister, "be
cause I thought it was a terrible thing for me to do, 
that I had done, gave up my daughter when she was 
born."

Winfrey said documents from the girl's birth 
reveal that Lee gave up the baby for adoption 
because she did not think she could get off welfare 
if she kept the child.

"I made the decision to give her up because I 
wasn't able to take care of her. So when I left the 
hospital, I told the nurse I wasn't going to keep the 
baby."

Winfrey said she was particularly stunned by 
the news because of the way it came out. She said 
Patricia had known since 2007 that the two were 
related, but she never attempted to profit off her 
discovery or contact the press, even as she tried

Oprah Winfrey

unsuccessfully to contact Winfrey, her mother or 
others in Winfrey’s family.

"She never once thought to sell the story," 
Winfrey said, describing how she felt betrayed by 
other relatives who sought publicity.

Patricia said she didn't consider revealing that 
she and Winfrey were half-sisters to anyone but 
Winfrey, explaining that she did not want to hurt 
Winfrey.

"Family business should be handled by family," 
Patricia said. "It couldn't be handled by anyone 
else. That's not fair. It wouldn't be fair to you."

Winfrey recalled how her other sister revealed to 
the press years ago that Winfrey had had a baby 
when she was a teenager. The baby, Winfrey has 
said, died shortly after birth. And she talked about 
putting her sister in rehab twice for drug addiction, 
but that her sister ultimately died.

"It feels to me like you are Pat on her very best 
day," Winfrey told the woman. "You are what she 
wanted to be without the drugs."

Avalon Flowers
520 SW 3rd Ave., Portland, OR 97204 • 503-796-9250

A full service 
flower experience

• Birthdays • Anniversaries
• Funerals • Weddings

Open: Mon.-Fri. 7:30am til 5:30pm 
Saturday 9am til 2pm.
Website: avalonflowerspdx.com 
email: avalonflowers@msn.com 
We Offer Wire Services

Cori Stewart— 
Owner, Operator
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