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Advocate Promoted Jazz for Decades
Remembering 
Billy Taylor

(AP) — Billy Taylor, an ac
claimed jazz pianist and composer 
who became one of the genre's 
most ardent advocates through 
radio, television and the landmark 
Jazzmobile arts venture, is being 
remembered after his death at age 
89.

Taylor died Dec. 28 of a heart 
attack in Manhattan, said his wife, 
Theodora Taylor. "He enjoyed his 
life," she said. "Music was his 
love."

Though he had a noteworthy 
career as a musician and composer 
that spanned decades, and played 
with luminaries such as Charlie 
Parker, Dizzy Gillespie and Miles 
Davis, Billy Taylor was probably 
best known as a tireless jazz booster, 
educator and broadcaster.

Dr. Taylor, as he preferred to be 
called, was the first black to lead 
a television studio orchestra in 
the 1950s. He he lped  found 
Jazzmobile in the 1960s — which 
began as mobile, outdoor con
certs on a parade float to bring 
free music to inner city neighbor
hoods. He was host of a popular 
jazz show on National Public Ra
dio from 1977 to 1982.

And, in what he later called one 
of his more significant accomplish
ments, he profiled musicians for 
CBS' Sunday Morning show — 
winning an Emmy Award in 1983 
for a piece on Quincy Jones.

For Taylor, jazz was a central 
musical form for telling the story 
of America.

"If you really listen to that, 
study that, everything you need 
to know about America is right

Billy Taylor

William Taylor was bom July 24, 
192 l,inGreenville,N.C.,buthe grew 
up mostly in Washington, D.C. Af
ter graduating from Virginia State 
College, where he studied sociol
ogy and music in the 1940s, he 
moved to New York City to forge a 
career as a jazz pianist.

He lucked out, landing a gig 
playing with Ben W ebster, Big 
Sid Catlett and Charlie Drayton 
opposite the Art Tatum Trio, he 
told an interviewer in 1994.

His went on to lead the Billy 
Taylor Trio, and composed dozens 
of pieces for ensembles as well as

there, and it's up to us who've more than 300 songs, including the 
experienced much of that to be popular "I Wish I Knew How It 
able to share that," he continued. Would Feel to Be Free."

Have com pute r questions?

LB3 C om puting  S o lu tions
Support for you, your business, and your home

www.lb3com putingsolutions.com  

(503) 621 -6368

info@ lb3com putingsolutions.com

tibie J Tires
New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires
$ 1 5 & u p  PRICED TO SELL

All tires mounted & blanched on 
the car, out the door -  no additives.
Free stock wheels w / purchase of 

any new or used tire- 
limited to stock on hand 30 

years in business

2 locations to Serve You

6841 NE MLK, Portland 
503-283-9437

4510 SE 52nd & Holgate 
503-771-1834
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1093 SW Tobias Way 
Aloha, Oregon 97006 

(503) 642-4620
(Only 20 minutes from Portland)

Community Funeral Directors!
Providing the best service!

Whether it be a cremation, earth burial, graveside or memorial service, etc.,
. we will be there for you.

Io accomodate you the family w;ho have lost a loved one, we will come to you 
so that the arrangements being made will be personalized with compassion.

We Offer The Best Prices <& The Friendliest Serv ice In Town.

Margaret Gibbs-Neal, Funeral Director & Owner Jerome Cox-Tanner, Funeral Director 
License#: 0445 License #: 03S2

‘ This Facility is licensed by the Oregon State Mortuary <& Cemetery Board 
(Certification #8407) 

N E W  N .E . 
L O C A T IO N ! NEAR 

" NE M.L.K. 
& FREMONT

A*R LOAN
-  SERVING PORTLAND SINCE 1979 -

503.542.2251
3609  NE MLK BLVD. PORTLAND, OR

'o W o

9 <
The C a n d y  K o rn e r  has What you NEED!
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Hard Candies

4606 NE M LK BI vd., Portland, OR 97211
503.281.7000

www.candykomer.net

.4 . w t o e s l  voice for w i f c i i i e s
|, "An Interdenominational Church"
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Sundays: Worship Service— 12:00-2:00 P.M.
Bible Study— Wednesdays—6:00— 8:30P.M.

“S p e c ia l S e rv ic e ” O u r ow n B ishop H. L, 
H o d g e  in c o n c e rt, F eb ru ary  13, 2011 a t  
3 :0 0 p m  in L u th e r Hall on C o n c o rd ia  
ca m p u s . E v e ry o n e  is inv ited !!!

Location: Sunday worship starts back— (January 2, 2011J 
Concordia University Campus 
2800 NE Liberty (The (¡KW Library, room 303) 
Portland, OR. 97211

To inquire about our Church please call: (503) 863-6545 or 
hod gchsp ks@m an. com www. nwvoiceforch rist.com
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mailto:info@lb3computingsolutions.com
http://www.candykomer.net
rist.com

