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health care workers in this area, so
we need to step that up.

I still think we continue to have
capacity in the alternative energy
area with SolarWorld and Vestas
here. I think we have the opportu-
nity to attract additional companies.
Each of those companies brings with
them a set of suppliers that will also
beef up the economy.

[ think that there’s a tremendous
opportunity in some of the older
industries, the metal cluster for ex-
ample. We're beginning to look at
alternative vehicles and alternative
transportation models. Oregon Iron-
works 1s a major streetcar manufac-
turer that could be an anchor to a
cluster of companies around metals
and manufacturing that rely on Or-
egon Steel to build the streetcars.

We tend to be in the cross hairs
where most of the manufacturers
want to try out their electric cars. |
think there’s an opportunity for us
to look at the whole battery and
storage technology. Soalot of those
opportunities exist.

PO: Are there a couple things
vou're going to do within the next
few months to indicate to businesses
that this is a good place to do
business?

TH: Well, I think that one of the
things I did as mayor of Hillsboro is
that I went out on recruitment trips.
I went out on what was called Team
Oregon, and went to various trade
shows to try and sell that my com-
munity is a good place to do busi-
ness. I want to do the same thing as
Metro president. I know that Team
Oregon is looking at a couple trade
shows coming up in the solar area

that I have some knowledge of. So
I want to begin to participate in
Team Oregon so that the region
gets promoted, and I think the best
way todo thatis for the chief elected
official tocome forward and do that.

PO: To what extent do you think
the election for Metro Council
president was a referendum on the
Columbia River Crossing?

TH: When you win an election
by a thousand votes, you can point
to almost anything as the reason
why you gotelected. I quite frankly
think that at the end of the day that
wasn’t as significant as we all
thought it was going into the elec-
tion. I think that in the end, we came
to an understanding that we need to
move forward on the project. I think
my opponent and I were, to some
extent, in agreement on that.

We had some difference of opin-
ion on the size and the scope of the
project, but I think at the end of the
day it was harder for the voters to
discern the difference between the
two of us than would have been
necessary for them to use that as a
major factor for making adecision. |
certainly don’t move forward with
the 1dea that the voters have spo-
ken, and we need to move forward
on CRC. I think we need to move
forward on CRC for a variety of
reasons, but I don’t see the election
as a mandate.

PO: Where do you see it moving

forward?

TH: I think the one thing we’ve
got to do in working with the two
DOTS [Washington and Oregon
Departments of Transportation], is
to make
standing

sure we have an under-
of what the governance

structure of the project is going to

be. I think we need to develop a
structure that removes the direct
control of the departments of trans-
portation and gives more authority,
or more opportunity perhaps, to local
issues to be addressed, as well as
simply the needs of the state trans-
portation departments.

PO: Do you see aconsensus form-
ing around the project?

TH: I think that in the process
of developing a consensus, there
will always be issues that will be
raised, but I think that the nature
of these projects is that you go
forward and you make the adjust-
ments in terms of what the fund-
ing is going to look like. Gover-
nor-elect Kitzhaber has already
started that process. We need to
be back in Washington making
sure we can secure the federal
funding we need to move forward.
We move forward as decisively as
we can, and work out our differ-
ences as we go.

PO: In the governor's Indepen-
dent Review Panel report, one thing
that stuck out for me was it said that
the issue of environmental justice
has been rolled into other issues —
like neighborhood and community
issues — and hasn’t been seriously
assessed.

TH: I guess that as we discussed
the issue during the last year-and-a-
half. those issues have come up,
and, in some respects, neighbor-
hoods are the issue. I mean if you're
talking aboutenvironmental justice,
it’s a question of which neighbor-
hoods are going to be impacted and
how they are going to be impacted.

And one of the things that is
intriguing to me is that the people
who have represented that North
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Portland community most directly
— which I think is the area where
people would argue that the envi-
ronmental justice issue should be
argued — have been pretty deci-
sively in favor of moving forward
with [recently reelected North Port-
land Democratic State Rep.] Tina
Kotek and now [County Commis-
sioner for North and Northeast Port-
land| Loretta Smith being elected. |
know that Loretta was a big sup-
porter of the bridge.

[ think the question is whether
you believe the bridge will solve the
congestion problem or not. If you
believe the bridge will solve the
congestion problem, I think, quite
frankly, it will help resolve some
problems, soit’s amove forward for
environmental justice.

PO: What do you base that on?

TH: I'think thatif we move traffic
better through the area it will actu-
ally reduce congestion, which will
reduce pollution.

PO: What is the biggest chal-
lenge you see? What keeps you up
at night?

TH: I'think we're atacritical point
in this region where economic de-
velopment is tied to the success of
our economic development pro-
gram, which s tied to all other deliv-
ery of public services. So the quality
of our schools, the quality of our
human services, and the quality of
our transportation services in some
respects, depends on our ability to
create rapid job growth.

Our ability to create rapid job
growth depends on our quality of
schools, our quality of human re-
sources, the quality of our transpor-
tation system. So the cyclical nature
of that allows, in times like we’re
experiencing now, a phenomenon
where youbegin to develop a whirl-
pool effect. It winds down to where
you get fewer jobs and worse
schools, which creates fewer jobs,
which creates worse schools.

That’s a dangerous dynamic for
us to get into. I think we are in
danger of doing that if we don’t put
in a Herculean effort to try and pro-
mote the area as a good place to do
job creation.
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