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Law to Combat Child Obesity
Obama calls bill 
vital to
children's future

(AP) — Thousands m ore children 
would eat lunches and dinners at 
school and all school food would 
becom e m ore nutritious under a bill 
President Barack Obam a signed into 
law M onday, part o f an adm inistra
tion-wide effort to com bat ch ild 
hood obesity.

“At a very basic level, this act is 
about doing what's right for our 
children,” O bam a said before sign
ing the bill. The cerem ony was 
moved from the W hite House, where 
most signings are held, to an e l
em entary school in the D istrict o f 
Colum bia to underscore the point.

Besides O bam a, the bill also was 
apriority for his wife, M ichelle, who 
launched a national cam paign this 
year against childhood obesity.

“We can all agree that in the 
wealthiest nation on earth al 1 children 
should have the basic nutrition they 
need to learn and grow and to pursue
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President Barack Obama shakes hands with third grader, Luis Avilar-Turcios, 8, after signing the 
Healthy, Hunger-Free Act Monday. Rep. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn., is left, and House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi o f Calif, is second from left. (AP photo)
their dreams,” said Mrs. Obama. “Be
cause in the end, nothing is more 
important than the health and well
being of our children. Nothing,” 

The $4.5 b illion  m easure in 
creases the federal reim bursem ent 
for free school lunches by 6 cents a 
meal at a tim e w hen m any school 
officials say they can't afford to 
provide the meals. The bill will also 
expand access to free lunch pro

gram s and allow  20 m illion add i
tional a fte r-sch o o l m eals to be 
served annually in all 50 states. M ost 
states now  only provide m oney for 
after-school snacks.

M any R epublicans, including 
former Alaska Gov. Sarah Palin, have 
c r i t ic iz e d  th e  e f fo r t  an d  th e  
fundraiser lim its in particular, say
ing the bill is too expensive and an 
exam ple o f governm ent overreach.

Supporters say the law is needed 
to stem rising health care eosts due 
to expanding American waistlines 
and to feed hungry children in tough 
economic times. Mrs. Obama cited a 
groupof former generals and military 
officials who have said unhealthy 
school lunches are a national secu
rity threat because weight problems 
are now the leading medical reason 
that recruits are rejected
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Tornado Hits Aumsville
A rare tornado struck Aum sville, a 
small tow n just 
southeast o f  Sa
lem  on Tuesday, 
tearing roofs o ff 
build ings, h u rl
ing objects into 
v e h ic le s  an d
hom es and uprooting trees. No inju
ries were reported.

F rigid Cold in Northeast
A storm  that plagued the M idwest 
for days plodded eastw ard T ues
day with knifing winds and blowing 
snow, stranding dozens o f m otor
ists and giving m uch o f the north
eastern U.S. its first real taste o f 
winter. The storm  brought bone- 
chilling cold, and m ore snow was 
expected.

Tax Package Gains Speed
The tax package negotiated by Presi
dent Barack O bam a and G O P law 
m akers was headed tow ard passage 
in the Senate  T uesday  even  as 
House E jm ocrats consider changes 
to the estate tax.

GOP Chair Runs Again
Em battled G O P Republican Party 
c h a irm a n  M ic h a e l S te e le  a n 
nounced  M onday
that he will seek a 
second term despite 
a rocky two years 
m arked by allega
tions o f  financial 
m is m a n a g e m e n t
and frequent verbal gaffes.

School Facilities Bond
A property tax m easure to pay for 
upgrading Portland Public Schools 
will go to voters in M ay. The school 
board voted Tuesday to approve 
the $548 m illion bond.

Boundary Changes
T he Portland  School B oard ap
proved a plan M onday on how  to 
allocate students in the M arshall 
H igh School attendance area after 
the school closes this spring. The 
students will be divided betw een 
C leveland, Franklin and M adison 
high schools based on their elem en
tary school boundaries.

Stopped at Airport
Boxing prom oter Don King was 
s to p p ed  by secu rity  S unday  at 
C leveland's H opkins International 

A irport for having 
am m unition  in his 
c a rry -o n  lu g g ag e . 
The ammunition was 
taken, and King, 79, 
was released to con
tinue his trip.

MAX Hits Pedestrian
A man survived with m inor injuries 
Sunday after being struck by a 
TriM et M AX train near the North 
Prescott Street Station. Officials said 
the train was likely slow ing down 
w hile pulling into the station.

http://www.newseasonsmarket.com

