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Championship Showdown
Oregon, Auburn 
give BCS title 
game new look

(AP) —  Change is coming to 
the national title game, though it 
has nothing to do with any of 
those BCS busters you heard 
about all season.

S ou theastern  C onference 
champion Auburn and Pac-10 
champ Oregon each will be 
making their first trip to the BCS 
title game, a rarity for the biggest 
showdown of the bowl season.

The top-ranked Tigers and 
No. 2 Ducks will bring perfect 
records and potent offenses to 
Glendale, Ariz., for their Jan. 10 
matchup.

All the Bowl Championship 
Series pairings were made offi­
cial Sunday night, but the cham­
pionship game announcement 
was just a formality after Au­
burn and Oregon completed their 
unbeaten runs through regular 
season Saturday.

Oregon players gathered with 
friends and family in a lounge at

Oregon tailback LaMichael James leads the nation in rushing.

the athletic complex on campus 
to watch as the BCS lineup was 
revealed on television. There 
wasn't a peep in the room when 
Oregon (12-0) popped up on the 
screen at No. 2 in the final BCS 
standings behind first-place Au­
burn (13-0). It was typical 
Ducks: all business.

Across the country, Auburn 
linebacker Craig Stevens had 
trouble putting his emotions into 
w ords." It's just an amazing feel­
ing," he said. "We've put in all 
that hard work to see our dreams 
unfold."

The Tigers and Ducks repre­
sent a changing of the guard.

Since the BCS was bom in 
1998, its title game has almost 
always been stocked with col­
lege football’s blue bloods and 
programs with championship 
pedigrees.

Auburn has one national title 
to its credit —  and it came in

Auburn quarterback Cam Newton is the nation’s  top-rate passer 
and its 15th best runner.

1957. That's one more than Or­
egon has. In fact, the Ducks are 
just the second team in the 13- 
year history of the BCS to reach 
the championship game looking 
for the program’s first national 
title. Virginia Tech was the first 
in 1999.

Also, this title game will be

just the second, not including the 
inaugural BCS championship in 
1998, with two teams that have 
never been there before. The 
other was in 2001, when Ne­
braska and Miami —  not exactly 
a couple of upstarts — played 
for the crystal ball.

Another first: Never before 
have two teams that started the 
season ranked outside the AP 
top 10, played for the BCS title.

The Ducks began the year 
ranked 11 th in the AP poll, with 
questions at quarterback after
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Chiropractic Auto Injury Clinic, PC
Zchon R. Jones, DC

333 NE Russell St., #200, Portland, OR. 97212
(503) 284-7838

Truly nittking a difference in the lives of 
Auto Accident victims and Injured Workers for nearly 20 years.

11 you or someone you know has been in an accident, 
call us so we can help you with your needs. (503) 284-7838

We are located on the 
corner ofM LK and Russell 
Street, on the second floor

above the coffee shop.
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Sunewl Sitiate

1093 SW Tobias Way 
Aloha, Oregon 97006

(503) 642-4620 
(Only 20 minutes from Portland)

Community Funeral Directors!
Providing the best service!

W hether it be a cremation, earth burial, graveside or memorial service, etc., 
we will be there for you.

Io accomodate you the family who have lost a loved one, we w ill come to you 
so that thc arrangements being made will be personalized with compassion.

We Offer I he Best Prices & The Friendliest Service In Town.

Advertise with diversity in Thc Portland O bserver 
Call 503-288-0033 ads@portlandob server.com

Margaret Gibbs-Neal, Funeral Director & Owner Jerome Cox-Tanner, Funeral Director 

License#: 0445 License #. 0382

* I his Facility is licensed by the Oregon State Mortuary & Cemetery Board 
 (Certification #8407) 
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