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Law
School-to-Prison Pipeline Found
ACLU report 
shows uneven 
punishment

A new  report by the A m erican  
C iv il L iberties  U nion o f  O regon  
sh o w s th a t A frican  A m erican , 
L atino  and N ative  A m erican  s tu ­
d en ts  are su b jec ted  to h a rsh e r 
d isc ip lin e  than  th e ir w hite peers 
in O regon.

A C LU  o f  O regon Executive D i­
rec to r D avid  F idanque said  that 
such  d iscrim in a to ry  im pacts are 
c o n s is te n t  a c ro ss  the  c o u n try  
even  though  stud ies have show n 
that s tu d en ts  o f  co lo r are no m ore 
likely  to v io la te  schoo l ru les than  
th e ir w hite  co u n terparts .

He said  the A C L U  and m any

o th e r  o rg a n iz a tio n s  h ave  long  
been  co n cern ed  about the d isp ro ­
p o rtio n a te  pun ishm en t o f  young  
peop le  o f  co lor.

“W hat w e ’ve seen is that th is 
h a rsh e r p u n ish m en t in schoo ls  
even tua lly  ‘g rad u a tes’ to a g rea ter 
lik e lihood  o f  in te rv en tio n  and in ­
ca rce ra tio n  in the ju v e n ile  ju s tic e  
system , and la te r to the adu lt ju s ­
tice  sy stem ,” F idanque said.

T he  A C L U  re p o rt fo c u se s  on  
O re g o n  p u b lic  sch o o l d is c ip l in ­
a ry  d a ta  fo r th e  2 0 0 8 -0 9  sch o o l 
y e a r  b ro k e n  o u t by race  and  
e th n ic ity . T h a t re p o r t in c lu d e s  
d a ta  o n  s u s p e n s io n s ,  e x p u l ­
s io n s , re fe r ra ls  to a l te rn a t iv e  
e d u c a tio n  s e tt in g s , a n d  d ro p ­
o u t ra te s . In  a d d itio n , th e  re p o rt 
c o n firm s  th a t the  d is p ro p o r tio n ­
a te  re p re se n ta tio n  o f  y o u th  o f

c o lo r  is a lso  re f le c te d  in d a ta  fo r 
the  ju v e n ile  an d  a d u lt c o r re c ­
tio n s  sy s te m s .

A m ong the find ings in the re ­
cen t report:

A frican A m erican students rep­
resent about 3 percent o f all Oregon 
students, but they represent 7 per­
cent o f students w ho receive out- 
of-school suspensions;

N ative  A m erican  studen ts  re p ­
resen t 2 pe rcen t o f  all s tuden ts, 
but they rep resen t 3 pe rcen t o f  
studen ts  rem oved  to a lte rn a tiv e  
ed u ca tio n  se ttin g s;

H isp an ic  s tu d e n ts  re p re se n t 
abou t 17 p ercen t o f  all s tuden ts, 
but they rep resen t m ore than  25 
p ercen t o f  all s tu den ts  ex p e lled ; 
and w hite  s tu d en ts  rep resen t 68 
percen t o f  al, s tu d en ts , but on ly  
61.5  percen t o f  th ose  expelled .

“O nce studen ts  are re fe rred  to 
the ju v e n ile  ju s tic e  system , the 
d isp aritie s  for studen ts  o f  co lo r 
becom e even  g re a te r ,” F idanque 
said. “O nce again , A frican  A m eri­
cans rep resen t 3 pe rcen t o f  the 
you th  p o p u la tio n , but 13 percen t 
o f  those  in “c lo se ” custo d y  ju v e ­
nile co rrec tions fac ilities opera ted  
by the O regon  Y outh  A uthority . 
H isp an ics  co m p rise  15 percen t o f  
the y o u th  p o p u la tio n , but 25 p e r­
cen t o f  those in c lo se  cu s to d y .”

Fidanque noted that state and 
m any local education officials have 
been working to close the “achieve­
m ent gap” between students o f color 
and their w hite peers on the as­
sum ption that there is a connection 
betw een academ ic achievem ent and 
success in school.

“The point o f  our report is that it

is also urgent to address discipline 
practices that are pushing young 
students o f  color out o f  our public 
schools,” Fidanque said.

He said  that A C LU  rep resen ta ­
tives have m et w ith S tate  S u p erin ­
tenden t o f  Public  In s tru c tio n  S u ­
san C astillo  and  m em bers o f  her 
s ta f f  to  d is c u s s  th e  d a ta  an d  
A C L U ’s request that her d e p a rt­
m ent issue annual repo rts  on the 
d isc ip lin a ry  data.

“ W ith  a p p r o p r i a t e  s a f e ­
g u a rd s , m ak in g  m o re  d a ta  a v a i l ­
ab le  to  th e  p u b lic , g o v e rn m e n t 
o ff ic ia ls  and  e le c te d  le ad e rs  w ill 
h e lp  sc h o o l o f f ic ia ls  an d  the  
p u b lic  e v a lu a te  an d  im p le m e n t 
m o re  e f fe c t iv e  p o lic ie s  a im ed  at 
s h u t t i n g  o f f  th e  s c h o o l - t o -  
p riso n  p ip e lin e  at the  fro n t e n d ,” 
F id a n q u e  sa id .

Video Shows Robbery Suspects How t0 Prevent Car Prowls
The VancouverPnlirp Df»nart. 9OOQ m J 1, .̂.

Store security cameras captured images of three men police say are suspected of robbing banks in 
Gresham and Troutdale.

- DEPRESSION -
THEINVISABLE TOXIC CONTAMINANT

Police are seeking the public's 
help in identifying three men they 
believe robbed banks in Gresham  
and Troutdale and attem pted to rob 
another bank in G resham  in the span 
o f ju s t tw o hours.

Photos o f the suspects taken from 
store surveillance cam eras, as well 
as photos o f  the vehicle the men are 
believed to have been driving, w ere

Wyden Opposes Military Ban
U.S. Sen. Ron W yden, D -Ore., 

has called on the Senate to repeal 
the D on’t A sk D on’t Tell policy as 
part o f  the annual D efense A utho­
rization bill m aking its way to the 
Senate floor after Thanksgiving.

W yden, w ho voted against the

released to the public.
T he first robbery  o ccu red  Nov.

6 at the U.S. B ank on 300 E. Powell 
B lvd. in G resham  at 9 :30 a.m . The 
sam e day at about 11:30 a.m ., three 
su sp e c ts  a tte m p ted  to  rob  the 
B ank o f  the W est at 825 N .E. 
H ogan in G resham . E leven  m in­
utes la term  the W ells F argo  Bank 
located  inside the Safew ay at 2501

law 17 years ago as a m em ber o f the 
House o f R epresentatives and has 
w orked for its repeal in the Senate 
ever since, calling the ban on openly 
gay m ilitary a “toxic com bination” 
that is harm ful to national security 
and detrim ental to individual free­

S. W. C herry  Park Rd. in T rou tdale  
w ere robbed.

Police believe the sam e suspects 
are responsible for all three crim es.

Anybody with any inform ation 
as to the identity o f the suspects is 
encouraged to call the G resham  
Police tipline at (503)- 618- 2719 or 
Troutdale Police tipline at (503)- 613- 
7633.

doms.
W yden has sent a letter to Senate 

M ajority Leader H arry Reid asking 
that the N ational D efense A uthori­
zation Act com e to the floor with the 
Don ’ t Ask Don ’ t Tel 1 repeal am end­
m ent intact.

The V ancouver Police D epart- 2009 and prevention is the key to 
m ent is once again encouraging curbing this crim e trend.

W ith the holidaysapproaching it 
is absolutely  critical that citizens 
practice crim e prevention strategies 
by keeping their vehicles free o f 
tem ping items.

citizens to rem ove valuables from  
their vehicles before leaving their 
vehicle unattended.

C ityw ide statistics show  auto 
prow ls are up 56 percent from

Decem ber 12th -  from 9:00 A M  to 10:30 AM  at Em m anuel 
C hurch C om m unity C enter -  P astor Franklin  A. Alvey, Ph D., 
Th.D ., a 30 plus year m em ber and senior counselor o f  Em m anuel 
Church, with a history o f  51 years in m arriage, will present a 
forum  on the subject o f D epression and its effects on the 
individual and family. This will include the w hys o f feeling 
depressed, hopeless and helpless. He will also provide some 
prescriptions for ridding people o f  this soul destroyer. This no 
charge forum will be held in E m m anuel’s C om m unity C enter at 
1033 North Sum ner Street. Seating is lim ited  due to outside  
m edia coverage.
Som e sub jects to be discussed will be the whys of:
• Persisting sadness, anxiousness or moods of emptiness.
• Feelings of depression due to overwhelming financial strain.
• Feelings of guilt or worthlessness.
• Trouble sleeping; difficulty in rising or subject to over sleeping.
• Tendencies to rely heavily on sleeping medications.
• Thoughts o f suicide or "they ’d be better off without me. ”
• If God really loves me why doesn’t he heal me o f this problem?
• Depression brought on by abuse or rejection.
• Being mentally held captive due to another's mind control.
• Some proscriptions for overcoming depression.

For m ore inform ation call 503.287.2223 from 9 AM  through 4:30 
PM Tuesday through Friday or online at w w w .em m anuelpdx.com

http://www.emmanuelpdx.com

