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tivities. T here’s no real cause to do 
different.”

Investigators are looking into the 
likelihood that the early Sunday 
m orning fire was in retaliation to the 
bom b plot, as M oham ud occasion
ally attended the m osque while he 
was enrolled at Oregon State U ni
versity.

Since the fire, police have stepped 
up patrols around m osques.

No one was injured in the blaze, 
though 80 percent o f the Islam ic 
center's office was burned.

The FBI has jo ined  the arson 
investigation , and has offered a 
$ 10,000reward for information lead- 
ing to an arrest.

"We have m ade it quite clear that 
the FBI will not tolerate any kind o f 
retribution or attack on the M uslim  
com m unity," said A rthur Balizan, 
Special Agent in C harge o f the FBI 
in O regon, in a prepared statem ent. 
"W e are working very closely with 
the leadership at the mosque. We 
will find the person responsible for 
this attack and bring the full force o f 
the federal justice  system  to bear. In 
the meantime, the FBI remains abso
lutely com m itted to protecting each

and every A m erican's right to live, 
w ork and w orship in a free and safe 
society ."

In reaction to the arson fire, one 
Portland resident remembered that 
“During the Iran hostage affair, Leba
nese restaurant owners were attacked 
(because) people couldn’t tell —  or 
bother to find out —  the different 
between Arabs and Iranians. Never 
mind that Iranians who came to United 
States to escape the political regime 
had nothing to do with it anyway,” 
she said. “People feeling powerless 
lash out thoughtlessly.”

In response to questions about 
fear o f further reprisals. M ayor Sam  
A dam s said, “I trust in Portlanders’ 
sense o f  fairness; that bad actions 
by one m em ber o f any group does 
not and should not be generalized 
or applied m ore w idely to other 
m em bers o f that same group. O ther
wise, as part o f  the biggest racial 
group in Portland, European-Am eri
cans, producing m any crim es daily, 
would be in deep trouble.”

He added that City Com m issioner 
A m anda Fritz and Portland Police 
C hief M ike Reese are doing ou t
reach to leadership within the So
mali community.

On Sunday, Adam s and Fritz met
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1716 N.E. 42"" Ave. 
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• Automobile accident injuries
• Chronic headache and joint pain
• Workers Compensation injuries 

Call for an appointment! (503)228-6140
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with leaders o f the Som ali com m u
nity at City Hall for a peace rally to 
discuss the Black Friday scare and 
its afterm ath.

A lso at the rally was Jam a, acting 
as a spokesm an for the Som ali com 
munity.

“The m ayor’s office and Am anda 
F ritz’s office have been very help
ful. W e’re really grateful for their 
support,” he said. “C itizens have 
been calling or em ailing asking how 
they can help...everyone is being 
very supportive.”

M o h a m u d , a g ra d u a te  o f  
Beaverton’s W estview  High School 
w ho had been enrolled at O regon 
State until O ctober, was first con
tacted by an undercover FBI agent 
in June, though he had been m oni
tored by investigators for at least 
m onths prior.

Just m inutes after M oham ud’s 
5:40 p.m. arrest, the tree lighting 
cerem ony continued w ithout fur
ther incident.

In response to the thw arted bom b 
plot. C om m issioner Dan Saltzm an 
on M onday called for the City C oun
cil to rejoin the federal Portland Joint 
Terrorism  Task Force, which fo
cuses on cou n terac tin g  in te rn a
tional terrorism  through increased 
security.

C reated in 1997, the JT T F  fo
cused prim arily on dom estic terror
ism, though that changed following 
the Sept. 11,2001 terrorists attacks.

Saltzm an said Portland should 
com m it to rejoining the JT T F at its 
Dec. 8 city council m eeting, saying, 
“We need to m ove forward, we must 
not delay w hen the safety o f our 
residents is at stake.”

The Associated Press contrib
uted to this report.
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join our team of parking facility operators. Positions include: 
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advancement. No experience necessary, must be dependable. 
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We make the service personal,
You make the tribute personal.

Every time wc arrange a personalized funeral service, we take special pride going 
the extra mile. With ou r online M emorial Obituary, now we can do even more. 
Friends and family can find out service information, view photos, read obituary,

order flowers and leave personal messages of condolences from anywhere, anytime. 
Simply go to  o u r website.

www.terryfamilyfuneralhome.com

"D edicated to prov id ing  excellent service  
a n d  superior care o f  y o u r  loved  one "

Dwight A. T erry 
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