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Proposals draw 
racial profiling 
concerns
by Cari Hachmann 
The Portland O bserver 

T o  add ress  the  issue o f  illegal 
firearm  use and  reduce  g an g -re ­
lated shootings in Portland , M ayor 
S am  A dam s w ill b ring  fo rw ard  a 
set o f  five p ro posed  o rd in an ces  
to  the C ity  C ouncil on T h ursday  
in an a ttem p t to  keep  g uns o u t o f  
the han d s o f  you th  and  ensure  
g u n -o w n er responsib ility .

W ith  the he lp  o f  com m u n ity  
g roups, local and  state  o ffic ia ls , 
a tto rneys and  c rim inal ju s tic e  e x ­
perts, A dam s created  p roposals  
fo r three new  law s and  tw o  change  
to c ity  code.

B ased  on P ortland  po lice  data  
find ings that m ost gang  v io lence  
occu rs  be tw een  7 p. m. and  2 :30  
p .m ., code  ch an g es  w ould  set a 
cu rfew  o f  7 p .m . to  6 a .m . for 
ju v en ile s  w ho  have been  p re v i­
ously  conv ic ted  fo r v io la tion  o f  
gun law s, and en ac t a m andato ry  
m in im um  sen tence  o f  30  days in 
ja il  for the illegal p o ssession  o f  a 
loaded  firearm  in a pub lic  p lace.

A ch ild  en d an g erm en t law  to  
con tro l access to  firearm s by a 
ju v en ile  w ould  b ear p enalties  o f  
10 to 30  days in ja il  o r  fines o f  
$500  to  $1 ,250 , w ith  increased  
penalties  if  the ch ild  w ere to  take 
the gun o f f  the p roperty  o f  the 
o w n er to  a  pub lic  o r school even t.

G un  ow ners w ould  be requ ired

to  report the th e ft o r  lo ss o f  a 
firearm  to law  en fo rcem en t w ithin  
48  hours o f  k now ing  abou t it, o r 
face  a  $500  fine and up to  a $200  
fine i f  the theft is rep o rted  w ith ­
o u t th e  g u n ’s s e r ia l  n u m b e r. 
A u th o rities  say tha t 21 percen t o f  
the 248 to  327  guns tha t w ere  
sto len  each  y ear since 2006  have 
b een  used  in crim es w ith in  tw o  
years  o f  the theft.

A lso , fo r three  years, the p ro ­
posals before  the C ity  C ouncil 
w ould  au thorize  th ree  Illegal F ire ­
arm s U se H o tspo ts  o r  exclusion  
zones fo r peop le  w ith  c rim inal 
reco rds o f  gun  crim es, inc lud ing  
a C en tral Z o n e  from  In tersta te  
4 0 5  to  th e  w e s t b a n k  o f  th e  
W illam ette  R iver and  from  S o u th ­
w est Jefferson  S tree t to  N o rth ­
w est G lisan  S treet; a N orth /N orth - 
eas t Z one from  In tersta te  A venue 
to  M artin  L u th er K ing Jr. B o u le ­
v a rd  a n d  R u s s e l l  S t r e e t  to  
L om bard ; and  an E ast Z one, from  
N o rth e a s t G lisan  to  S o u th e a s t 
S tark  S tree t and  betw een  148th 
and 162nd A venues.

People  co n v ic ted  w ith certain  
gun c rim es co u ld  be ex c lu d ed  
from  the zones for the length  o f  
th e ir p roba tion , paro le , o r  court 
superv ision , w ith  the excep tion  
to re tu rn  hom e, ob ta in  social se r­
v ices o r a ttend  school.

G un rights advocates have c riti­
c ized  A d a m s’ p roposa ls, calling  
them  a v io la tion  o f  state  law s that 
p ro h ib it the c ity  from  gun con tro l 
regu la tions, but the c ity  a tto rneys 
argue tha t the cu rfew , h ig h er p e n ­
alties, and ex c lu sio n s  w ould  be

allow ed  because  they  on ly  a ffect 
peop le  p rev iously  co n v ic ted  o f  a 
gun  offense.

O th er concerns arise from  lo ­
cal ju s tic e  and  po lice  re fo rm  ad ­
vocates  such  as the A lb ina  M in is­
teria l A llian ce  w ho  w orry  that 
w ith o u t a  co m p reh en siv e  s tra t­
egy  o f  g an g  and  c rim e p reven tion  
and  ou treach , increased  en fo rce ­
m e n t m ig h t  e n t r a p  in n o c e n t  
yo u th s  and  lead  to  racial p ro filing .

O ne chu rch  lead er w ro te  a le t­
te r to  the m ayor in support o f  the 
gun o rd inances, but felt that the 
council shou ld  devo te  m ore  e f­
forts tow ard  the fu n dam en ta l is­
sues tha t lead  to  gu n  v io len ce  
such  as poverty , b roken  fam ilies, 
and lack  o f  a fte r school p rogram s.

In response  to  rac ia l p ro filing  
co n cerns, the m ay o r said  an o v e r­
s ig h t c o m m itte e  w o u ld  be a s ­
sem bled  to  m eet tw ice a m onth  to 
rev iew  the ho t spo t ex c lu sio n , 
analyze  P ortland  p o lice  data, and 
rep o rt find ings every  six m onths 
to  m ake sure there  is no  d isparity  
o f  treatm ent.

T he m ay o r w ill a lso  p resen t 
T hursday  a d raft o f  a  p roposed  
action  p lan  to  reduce  you th  and 
g an g  v io lence  by the c o u n ty ’s 
L ocal Public  S afe ty  C o o rd in a tin g  
C o u n c il, w h ich  w ou ld  a llo ca te  
m o n e y  to  th e  d i r e c to r  o f  
P o rtlan d ’s O ffice  o f  Y outh  V io ­
lence P reven tion , R ob Ingram , to 
lead  a new  g ro u p  on you th  and 
gang  v io lence  as w ell as ap p o in t a 
co n su ltan t to  seek  federal fu n d ­
ing by to  co m p le tin g  a co m m u ­
nity  gang  assessm en t.
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A Portland police captain w ho was was spurred by C ity Com m is- 
nailed plaques in tribute to N azi-era sioner Dan Saltzman earlier this year 
G erm an soldiers to a tree on the east w hen he was overseeing the police 
side o f Rocky Butte Park was sus- bureau.
pended Tuesday for 80 hours w ith- Current Police Com m issioner and
out pay and ordered to undergo M ayor Sam  A dam s signed on to the 
tolerance training. disciplinary action.

T he san c tio n s  ag a in s t M ark  K ruger w rote a letter o f  apology 
Kruger were imposed by C hief M ike to the chief, the police bureau, the 
Reese Tuesday after a police inves- city council and com m unity mem - 
tig a tio n o fa  10 year old incident that bers, saying his tribute was an ex-

pression o f his interest in m ilitary 
history and that he regretted the 
m isperception that a salute to a so l­
dier from  Nazi G erm any could in­
voke.

He had rem o v ed  the p la stic  
plaques and given them  to the city 
atto rney’s office several years ago 
w hile facing law suits alleging ex ­
cessive force during  dow ntow n 
anti-w ar protests.


