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We Need More Jobs, Less War
Use the money 
for economic 
transition
by J ohn Feffer 
and M iriam Pemberton 

The G reat Recession may be 
officially over but the United 
States is stuck in a prolonged 
econom ic crisis, with joblessness 
hovering  around  10 percent. 
M illions o f  unem ployed and un­
derem ployed Am ericans are fed 
up. They want jobs. But m any 
law m akers are reluctant to in­
vest m ore revenue in job  cre­
ation because o f  concerns over 
the national debt.

O ur country  also faces an 
im m ense energy and environ­
m ental challenge. W e need to 
retool our econom y so that we 
consum e less energy, produce 
less carbon em issions, and can 
com pete in new  global green 
m anufacturing. All o f  this also 
requires a lot o f  m oney.

Fortunately, the governm ent 
is sitting on a pile o f  m oney that 
could be used to create jo b s and 
retool our econom y w ithout add­
ing to the debt. W e continue to 
spend m ore than $700 billion a 
year on building w eapons we 
don't need, fighting w ars that 
aren't necessary, and m aintain­
ing a bloated Pentagon bureau­
cracy. Pentagon c h ie f Robert 
G ates w ants to reduce m ilitary 
spending -  but only to shift those 
savings tow ard yet m ore w eap­
ons and war-m aking.

It seems obvious. We should 
cut the military budget and use 
that m oney to fund our economic 
transition, creating millions ofnew 
jobs. Studies show that investing a 
bi 1 lion dol lars in the green economy 
generates far more jobs than in­
vesting the same amount in the 
military economy.

Obvious ideas are not, how­
ever, always politically feasible.

military spending.
Now w e face a second op­

portunity. This time a "green divi­
dend" is within reach. Both China 
and South Korea, two countries 
w ith very different political and 
econom ic system s, have backed 
green growth. The O bam a ad­
m inistration m ade such funds a

After the end o f the Cold War, we 
could have redirected Pentagon 
funds for research in and the de­
velopment o f  new energy sources, 
and building an environmentally 
sustainable manufacturing base. 
But we failed to capitalize on this 
"peace dividend." Instead, from 
the m id-1990s to today, we doubled

feature o f  its original stim ulus 
p ack ag e  and  a lso  c re a te d  a 
"green jobs czar." But so far the 
United States has only pursued 
half-m easures. That's w hy we 
continue to face both a jo b s cri­
sis and a clim ate crisis.

The "obvious solution" is not 
so obvious to defense contrac-

tors w orried about losing Penta­
gon contracts--and unions and 
w orkers w orried about losing the 
nation's rem aining m anufactur­
ing, mining, and oil industryjobs- 
-all in exchange for the prom ise 
o f  a different kind o f  industry. 
Politicians w ho m ight ordinarily 
back the "obvious solution" are

reluctant to be seen as anti-job. 
The prom ise o f  green jobs has a 
hard tim e com peting w ith the 
reality o f  existing m ilitary jobs.

The only w ay to cash in on our 
green dividend is to focus on 
jobs. It's the only w ay to con­
vince w orkers, m anufacturers, 
and politicians to back reduc­

tions in Pentagon spending and a 
green stim ulus package. In our 
G reen D ividend report, we illus­
trate how the United States can, 
com m unity by com m unity, shift 
from  m ilitary jobs to green jobs. 
W orkers now producing m ilitary 
engines w ill one day produce 
windm ill turbines. If  we plan this

transition now , those w orkers 
will be A m ericans. I f  we lose 
this chance to reap a green d iv i­
dend, the U nited States w on't be 
a productive part o f  the new  
global green econom y. W e will 
only be consum ers. O ur unem ­
ploym ent rate w ill rem ain unac­
ceptably high.

W e struck out w ith the peace 
dividend. W e are on the verge o f  
striking out on the green d iv i­
dend. W e probably  w on't get a 
third chance.

Miriam Pemberton and 
John Feffer are representa­
tives o f the Institute fo r  
Policy Studies.
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