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The history of
black fraternities

At the turn of the 20th century,
black Greek-letter organizations rose
out of aneed for mutual support and
understanding in the African Ameri-
can community.

Standing in a unique position to
mobilize college students, the orga-
nizations have served as a proving
ground for black leaders over the
course of their history, with mem-
bers including Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr., Toni Morrison, Dr. Cornel
West, Congresswoman Julia

Carson, and former Secretary of

Education Rod Paige.

Serving more than just a social
function, members are actively in-
volved in civic action, community
service, and philanthropy. However,
while these historical Greek organi-
zations make many positive contri-
butions to their communities, these
roles are generally overlooked in
favorof stereotypes and darkerprac-
tices, such as hazing.

In African American Fraternities
and Sororities: The Legacy and the
Vision, editors Tamara L. Brown,
Gregory S. Parks, and Clarenda M.
Phillips have compiled essays on
topics ranging from the historical
roots of black fraternities and so-
rorities to the contemporary hazing
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crisis within the organizations, from
new policy changes to the lasting
influence of stepping in the commu-
nity.

Contributors discuss the sig-
nificant role of the nine fraterni-
ties and sororities of the National
Pan-Hellenic Council, a collabo-
rative organization of African
American, international Greek let-
tered groups.

African American Fraternities
and Sororities not only provides a
history of these often overlooked
organizations and their impact on
America, but it serves as an unbi-
ased testament to the remarkable
intellect, dignity, commitment, and
courage against racial injustice.
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Join Us
“Breez’in Over the Hump”

Happy Hour 4 pm — 7 pm Thursdays and Fridays
DJs, Food, Specials, and more!

Begins September 2, 2010
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Multnomah County Health Department’s !
HIV Community Test Site offers |
confidential HIV testing |

with or without your name |

at these locations: |

5 foran appt. |

Mon | Thurs | Fri |

426 SW Stark St., 6th Floor, |
Portland, 97204 |

“Free with this cou pon n __Noi L AR

Tuesdays | 5:30 - 7:15 pm
U = '

5329 NE MLK Jr. Blvd, 2nd Floor, |
Public Health

Heaith Department p
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Dr. Billy R. Flowers (above center) and his skilled staff are ready to help those in need.

An ongoing series of questions and answers about America’s natural healing profession

Part 19. The Golden Years: Keeping in full
swing throughout the autumn of life

Back when I was |around, their old activities. Un- in their step and the twinkle in their
younger, I loved playing | fortunately, it is often thought | eyes they get through Chiroprac-
golf. Now some-thing is always | that they must “learn to live with | tic. Why don’t you get back in the
hurting soIdon’tdare play! Could | it” or be given yet another pain | swing of things again? Give us a
you help? | pill. Actually that may be anything | call today. Isn’tit time you stepped
: It 1s so unfor-tunate that | but true. Inour office we commonly | upto Chiropractic? Life’s “golden
millions of our senior citi- | see people in their seventies and | years” truly can be golden once
zens have worked and saved and | eighties. And they love the spring | again!

ive to their Community only to .

?ilnd the igol(d[enn yillr{ m{)rc Flowers' ChiroprQCtic omce
“old” than “gold”. Right at the 2124N.E. Hancock Street, Portland Oregon 97212
Phone: (503) 287-5504

height of their freedom, they
often find it difficult to get
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