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Steering TriMet
continued from front

R iver Crossing.
O n the N ovem ber ballot, voters 

in M ultnom ah , C lack am as and 
W ashington counties will weigh in 
on a $125 million bond levy that 
w ould be used to upgrade TriM et's 
aging fleet o f  buses and m ake the 
system  m ore accessible for older 
and disabled riders.

M cFarlane said that the tax rev­
enue will be needed to cope with the 
region's ballooning elderly popula­
tion, which he calls a “dem ographic 
tsunam i.”

"This is all about access to our 
system  for people who are elderly or 
have disabilities,” said M cFarlane, 
“and o f  course by im proving access 
for those particular groups we im ­
prove it for everybody."

Rose Quarter Developement
c o n t in u e d f r o m  page 2

M ayor Sam Adam s appointed an 
advisory com m ittee to look into the 
Rose Q uarter re-developm ent last 
year. Since July, a subcom m ittee, 
w hich includes Jay, has been m eet­
ing to exam ine the potential for a 
CBA.

“W e have the chance to m ake 
this right by putting som e teeth into 
this agreem ent,” said Jay last week
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Sunshine, BBQ and a FREE, 
all-ages, outdoor show by a New 
Orleans’ sax legend, Grammy 
nominated pianist JANICE 
SCROGGINS, bass virtuoso 
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What could be better?

... Well, you never know what amazing 
surprise guest musician will sit in!
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W orship Services:

Sundays: Worship Service— 12:00-1:30 P.M. 
Seminars: Bible Themes— Wednesdays—6:00—8:30P.M. 
“G od The Father” ; “ G od The Son” ; and “ G od The H oly Spirit”

Bishop Hodge and Congregation invite you to 
join us at our appointment with Jesus

We R each, Teach, & Preach in J e su s’ nam e!!!

Location: Concord ia University Campus
2800 NE Liberty (The GRW Library, Room 303) 
Corner of 29th & Liberty
Portland, OR. 97211

id  inquire about our Church please call (5 0 3 ) 863-6545 or 
hodgehsp ks@ m sn.com  w w w .nw voieerorchrist.com

Som e TriM et stops are little more 
than dirt patches on the side o f  the 
road w ith blue poles m arking the 
bus line. I f  the bond levy is ap­
proved, sidew alk  access to bus 
stops will be improved. A ddition­
ally, TriM et will also be able to re­
place 150 high-floor buses that re­
quire riders to clim b a set o f  stairs to 
board w ith the new low -floor m od­
els, a big im provem ent for older and 
disabled passengers.

M cFarlane stressed that the levy 
won't am ount to an increase in taxes 
because it's an extension o f  an exist­
ing one that was approved in 1990 
by voters, w hich taxes property 
ow ners at 8 cents per $ 1,000 o f  as­
sessed value.

This year alone TriM et cut four 
bus lines, reduced the frequency o f  
service on dozens o f  others buses

at a subcom m ittee m eeting held at 
the PDC headquarters.

During the public com m ent pe­
riod o f  the m eeting several people 
pointed out that the Rose Q uarter 
was created by the city using em i­
nent dom ain to seize the property o f  
residents w ho ended up being dis­
placed, and a CBA seem ed appro­
priate given the a rea ’s history.

Charles M cGee- the executive 
director o f  the Josiah Hill III C linic,

and light rail, and raised fares by a 
nickel in order to cope w ith a $27 
m illion budget shortfall.

TriM et has typically raised fares 
each year to keep place w ith infla­
tion, except for the last, usually by 
a nickel or dime. In 2008, it raised 
fares from $ 1.75 to $2 to keep up with 
the skyrocketing price o f  diesel.

T he m ass-tran sit ag ency  has 
been criticized for raising rates while 
cu tting  service and focusing  so 
m uch on rail.

"I think there's been a percep­
tion, and som e o f  it may be real, that 
we haven't put enough resources 
in to  o u r  b u s  s y s te m ,"  sa id  
M cFarlane, w ho hopes to focus 
m ore on the bus lines during his 
tenure as TriM et general manager.

However, M cFarlane defends the 
spending on rail as a good long­
term  investm ent that is a cost-effec­
tive w ay to m ove people around. It's 
also a good use o f  federal dollars, he 
said, accounting for about 60 per-

one o f  the non-profits that could 
receive m oney under the com m u­
nity benefits agreem ent- invoked a 
passage from the Bible instructing 
people to love their neighbor as 
they do them selves in support o f  
Jay ’s idea. He also added that with 
better funding his clinic could serve 
m ore people.

H o w ev er, a p re sen ta tio n  by 
David Logsdon, the m anager o f  the 
c ity ’s spectator facility fund, cast 
doubt on the viability o f  the com m u­

cent o f  the cost to build the lines.
TriMet, said M cFarlane, has been 

w alloped by the economy. Payroll 
taxes, which fund TriMet, have been 
slashed as a result o f  the recession. 
He said that TriM et has made adm in­
istrative cuts, but because about 85 
percent o f  its budget is service, some 
service cuts are inevitable, he said.

"I think that's ju s t sound fiscal 
m anagem ent o f  the system , and I 
hope the voters have som e regard 
for that," he said.

He also said that the 10 to 20 year 
outlook for TriM et is good, and he 
is “bullish” on the overall health o f  
the region. Also, he doesn't expect 
any big jum ps in fares.

M c F a rla n e  a lso  o ffe re d  h is 
thoughts on the C olum bia R iver 
C rossing, a replacem ent o f  the cur­
rent 1-5 bridge betw een V ancouver 
and Portland.

"For the first tim e, I think I see a 
consensus starting to form," said 
M cFarlane.

nity benefits agreem ent.
Logsdon explained that the c ity ’s 

spectator facility fund is a self-sus­
taining fund operated by the city. 
The city receives 6 percent o f  all 
ticket sales at the Rose G arden and 
M em orial Coliseum , w hich go into 
the fund and have been used to 
keep PGE Park up and running.

The Rose Q uarter is currently 
m anaged by Portland A rena M an­
agement LLC, a subsidiary ofVulcan 
Inc., w hich is ow ned by Paul Allen.

Linder the agreem ent the city has 
w ith PAM  any new tax assessed by 
the city or M etro on ticket sales

s

Last m onth, the C RC  Projects 
Sponsors C ouncil approved  the 
Hayden Island interchange and re­
duced the num ber o f  lanes on the 
bridge from 12 to 10. M cFarlane said 
these developm ents are positive. 
He added that V ancouver is becom ­
ing more open to the idea o f  light rail, 
w hich he also was pleased about.

M cFarlane also m entioned that 
w hile at TriM et he hopes to focus 
on safety. Shortly before he was 
appointed general m anager a bus 
collided w ith a group o f  pedestrians 
in dow ntow n Portland, killing two 
and injuring three.

Since then, TriM et has had a 
com prehensive safety review  by 
ou tside experts, and M cF arlane 
hopes to continue to evaluate the 
transit system  to m ake sure that no 
operators are being asked to do 
anything unsafe.

"I want every [employee] at TriMet 
to come to work with a value em bed­
ded into them o f  safety," he said.

would be deducted dollar-for-dollar 
o ff  the current 6 percent already 
going to the city.

The city’s deal with Portland Tim ­
bers ow ner M erritt Paulson to build 
a m ajor league soccer stadium  at 
PGE Park com m its all revenue from 
the fund to go to the financial ob li­
gations o f  the new  stadium , said 
Logsdon.

So any new  taxes on ticket sales 
w ould m ake it m ore difficult for the 
city to m eet its financial obligations 
to new  M LS stadium , and could be 
shot down.

H o w ev e r, L o g sd o n  sa id  he 
w asn ’t sure if  the com m unity ben­
efits agreem ent am ounted to a “tax.”

“T hat’s an issue yo u ’d w ant a 
le g a l a n a ly s is  d o n e  to ,” sa id  
Logsdon.

Jay seemed to be taken a bit aback 
by the new information. But later said 
he remained committed to his vision, 
and confident that it would reach 
fruition because o f  the clear benefits 
it would bring to the area. He also 
referred to his proposed $ 1.99 charge 
on tickets as a “service fee.”

“ It is not a tax; we never want to 
cuss in public,” said Jay jokingly .

K aren  G ibson , a p ro fesso r o f  
urban  stud ies  at P ortland  S tate  
U n iv ers ity , said  tha t i t ’s s till p o s­
sib le  to get a robust C B A  that w ill 
b ring  jo b s  and tra in ing  to the co m ­
m u n ity  im p ac ted  by the  R ose 
Q uarter re-developm ent. But it w ill 
requ ire  a g ro undsw ell o f  co m m u ­
nity  support.

“People need to m ake a stink,” 
she said. “They need to get orga­
nized.”

The subcom m ittee w ill m eet one 
last tim e to  fina lize  its reco m m en ­
d a tio n s  on T hu rsd ay , Sept. 23 at 
5:30 p.m . at the P ortland  D evelop­
m ent C o m m issio n  bu ild ing . T he 
recom m endations w ill go to a PDC
study  g roup  as w ell as a b ro ad er •
com m ittee  charged  w ith  o v e rsee ­
ing the redevelopm en t o f  the R ose 
quarter. C ity  C ouncil w ill have the 
final say.
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