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No Time to Relax
Youth advocate 
sends message 
on gangs
by J ake T homas

T he Portland O bserver 
David Mi 1 ler never turns down

an opportunity  to help out youth 
in need.

T he fo rm er T riM et R iders 
A dvocate w ho helped custom 
ers w ith their transit needs w hile 
defusing tense situations, often 
w ith unruly youth, is now  w ork
ing as a youth gangs program  
m anager for Y outh O utreach.

S um m er is ty p ica lly  w hen 
the  c ity  sees a sp ike  in gang  
v io len ce , as you th  are  ou t o f  
schoo l and  out late. But M ille r 
recen tly  to ld  the  P o rtland  O b 
se rv e r tha t ju s t  b ecau se  the  
su m m er is com ing  to a c lose  
th is is no tim e to  re lax , and  the 
c ity  shou ld  co n s id e r ad ju stin g  
how  it is responding  to the p rob
lem.

"Just because fall is com ing 
d o esn ’t m ean the v io lence is 
going to stop,” said M iller, who is 
alarm ed by the rash o f  gang- 
related  shootings that occurred 
last m onth, eight o f  w hich oc
curred in the course o f  24 hours. 
“ It’s all hands on deck right now ,” 
he added

H e said that as school starts, 
bad blood m ight be stirred back 
up as rivals encounter each other
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again in the classroom  and at 
sporting events.

D uring the w in ter o f 2008 and 
2009, the city saw  an uptick in 
gang  v io lence , w hich  M ille r 
points to as a reason for people 
to not let their guards down.

He also called for a different 
approach to com bating the prob
lem.

The M ayor’s O ffice o f  Youth 
Violence Prevention runs a grant 
that d istributes m oney each year 
to six private non-profits that 
aim  to reduce gang v io lence 
through outreach and p reven
tion efforts.

D u rin g  th e  la s t c y c le , it 
aw ard ed  $60 ,000  to  six  p riv a te  
non-profits. The funding helped 
pay  fo r tw o p a rt- tim e  c o o rd i
n a to r  p o s i t io n s , a n d  se v e n  
s t r e e t  le v e l g a n g  o u tre a c h  
w o rk ers , w ho m ake th e ir  p re s 
en ce  k n o w n  in “ h o t sp o ts 5»

know n for gang  ac tiv ity  and  
bu ild  re la tio n sh ip s w ith  a t-risk  
youth .

The program  has undergone 
two grant cycles since it was 
im plem ented in 2007, during 
w hich it funded the sam e organi
zations including B rothers and 
Sisters K eepers Inc., Catholic 
Charities- El Program a Hispano, 
Emmanuel Com m unity Serv ices, 
Im m igrant and Refugee C om 
m unity O rganization, and Native 
A m erican  Y outh  and Fam ily  
Services.

“W e’re getting the sam e re
sults,” said M iller o f  the ou t
com es from  funding these orga
nizations. “ It’s tim e to m ake a 
ch an g e .”

M iller said that com bating  the 
problem  o f  gang v io lence re
quires a m ore holistic approach 
that involves fam ilies in addition 
to youth. He also noted that m any 
fam ilies are stretched thin finan
cially, and if  they could  get help 
paying their rent or utilities it 
might provide some much needed 
hom e stability.

A ccording to a report from  
the Youth V iolence Prevention 
g ro u p ’s Street Level G ang O u t
reach Program , outreach w ork
ers w ere successful in reaching 
m any o f  the fam ilies o f  at-risk 
youth. A dditionally gang-related 
hom icides have dropped from  
27 in 2007 to 15 in 2008, and 14
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Neighbors Urge Police Staffing
N eighbors in the K ing N eigh

borhood o f  northeast Portland 
are draw ing attention to a lack o f  
police staffing after an episode 
o f  street violence.

It took several 9-1-1 calls for 
police to respond to a report o f  
several young adults fighting in 
the street near N ortheast 10th 
and A lberta. The d isturbance 
took place around 9 p.m . on 
Sept. 6 and escalated into gun-

shots fired in the air.
The K ing N eighborhood A s

sociation brought up the incident 
w ith their neighborhood police 
officer representative w ho a t
tended their m onthly m eeting on 
Thursday. W hile the neighbors 
said they appreciate  the w ork 
that police officers do on a daily 
basis, they w ere concerned that 
a m ore tim ely response m ight 
have prevented the figh t’s esca

lation into gunfire.
The neighbors also w ere as

tonished to learn that the King 
N eighborhood has no officer on 
patrol from  1 a.m . to 7 a.m.

The association has send a 
letter to M ayor A dam s as police 
com m issioner asking him  to ad 
equately  s ta ff  the N orth Pre
cinct to give officers the m eans 
to respond to urgent situations 
faster and at all hours.


