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Billy Webb Elks #1050 
6 North Tillamook St.

Portland, Oregon 97227 
503 284 4853

Join Us
“Breez ’ in Over the Hump”

Happy Hour 4 pm — 7 pm Thursdays and Fridays 
DJs, Food, Specials, and more!

Begins September 2, 2010

Burn the Floor, the sultry dance spectacular Broadway production comes to Portland’s Keller Audito- 
'  rium with performances Tuesday, Sept. 7 through Sunday, Sept. 12.

Electrifying Ballroom Dance 4606 NE MLK Blvd., Portland, OR 97211
503.281.7000

Fred  M eyer B roadw ay  A cross 
A m erica  p resen ts  the e lec trify in g  
L atin  and B allroom  dance  sen sa 
tion  B urn the F loor fo r p e rfo r
m ances T u esday , Sept. 7 th rough  
Sunday, Sept. 12 at K eller A ud ito 
rium.

MMM

New Volume of Baldwin Writings
Works show 
timelessness of 
racial issues

(A P) -- "The Cross o f  Redem p
tion: U n co llec ted  W ritings"  by 
Jam es Baldw in, edited by Randall 
K enan brings Jam es B aldw in's pas
sionate hope for a better A m erica 
into focus.

Kenan, an assistant professor at 
the University o f  North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill, calls the compendium  "a 
collection o f  snapshots." And the 
writings are haphazard. But these are 
snapshots in the best sense: glimpses 
deep inside a life lived daringly and 
fervently, if  not always with politic 
attention to Baldwin's colleagues and 
compatriots.

Kenan offers Baldwin as a "prob
able im possibility." W hat m ade him 
an "im possibility" ranges from his 
birth to a single m other in the Jim  
Crow  South and his childhood in a

C reated and choreographed by 
w orld cham pion Ballroom  dancer 
Jason Gilkison, B um  the Floor takes 
audiences on a toe-tapping journey  
through the passion and history o f  
B allroom  dance, from H arlem 's hot 
nights at The Savoy, w here the

poor fundam entalist preacher's fam 
ily in New York City's Harlem neigh
borhood to his escape in 1948 to 
Europe, w here both his hom osexu
ality and his persistence as an intel
lectual w ere m ore viable.

Briefly, Baldwin was bom  in 1924 
and by 1953, w ith help and som e 
intervention from  novelist R ichard

Lindy and C harleston w ere bom , to 
the Latin Q uarter w here the Cha Cha 
and Rum ba ruled.

The N ew  Y ork T im es called the 
show  “A nonstop display o f  pop 
varia tions on classic  sty les per
form ed w ith precision and polish.”

W right, had published "Go Tell It 
on the M ountain," w hich estab
lished him  as an im portant story
teller. His 1955 essay collection, 
"N otes o f  a N ative Son," announced 
his voice as a clarion on race and 
hum anity in A m erica. A nd his 1963 
history o f  the N ation o f  Islam, "The 
Fire Next Time," cemented Baldwin's 
leadership in black intellectual poli
tics. H e died in 1987, and the theater 
criticism , essays on culture or blues 
m usic and even som e Congressional 
testim ony in this volum e span m ost 
o f  his adult life.

Baldwin argues that his view  o f  
Am erican society and race was more 
than "probable." A nger was inevi
table in a society w hose m ajority 
benefited  from  sub jugating  one 
group o f  people. A nd facing that 
there have been political and per
sonal, as w ell as econom ic, benefits 
for the largely w hite upper classes 
in denigrating black people is the 
only  w ay to m ove beyond racism , 
Baldwin writes.
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