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We’re Still Not Colorblind
Racism as 
American as 
apple pie
by Donald K ahl 

T ea p a rtie rs  g e t
upset w hen  you call 
them  rac ists . "W e're  
n o t r a c is ts ,"  th e y  
y e ll. "W e 're  G o d ­
fe a rin g  A m e ric an s  
w h o  d o n 't  l ik e
O bam a's socia list, a ffirm ativ e-ac ­
tion  w ays. W e ju s t  w an t freedom  
from  governm ent in terference  in a 
co lo rb lin d  socie ty ."

So you say , "W hat abou t tha t 
tim e a bunch  o f  you lined  up at the 
C ap ito l and  y e lled  rac ist ep ithe ts  
at b lack  co n g ressp erso n s as they  
w en t in to  the bu ild ing?"

"It n ever happened ,"  the tea 
p a rtie rs  shout. (W hen  they 're  not 
ye lling , th ey 're  sh o u tin g .) "Show  
us the c lips. T here are no v ideos 
o f  the a lleged  inciden t. It never 
h a p p en e d ."

W ell, they 've  go t a po in t. E v­
e ry th in g  that happens these  days 
s e e m s  to  be  r e c o r d e d  on  
so m ebody 's  cam era  and  find its 

to Y ouT ube w ith  s ta rtlin g  
rap id ity , ye t there  are no 
p ic tu res o r reco rd in g s  o f  
the in c id en t a t the C ap ito l.

M aybe it d id n 't happen . 
M a y b e  th e
co n g ressp eo p le  m isheard . 
T he p ro te s to rs  cou ld  have 
been y e llin g  "F reedom  for 
N iger,"  o r so m eth in g  like

that.
R ig h t - w in g e r s  l ik e  G le n n  

"L oony  T unes" B eck have taken  
up th e  p a r t ie r s ' c a u se  w ith  a 
coun ter-a ttack , charg ing  the black 
leg is la to rs  and  th e ir  a llies  w ith
"reverse  rac ism ."

I d o n 't know  ex ac tly  w hat that 
m eans but I'm  g u essin g  "N yah, 
nyah , yo u 're  an o ther"  is c lo se  to 
it.

It is m y co n sidered  op in ion  that 
they  are bo th  righ t. T ea p a rtie rs  
are rac ists . So are A frican  A m eri­
cans w ho ob jec t to  tea partie rs .

R acism  is w oven  in to  the v e ry  
fab ric  o f  o u r socie ty . It's w ritten  
in to  the C o n stitu tio n , ou r fo u n d ­
ing docum en t, w hich  for purposes 
o f  re p re se n ta tio n  an d  tax a tio n  
co u n ted  b lack  peop le  as th ree- 
fifth s  o f  a person . (In d en tu red  
w h ite  serv an ts  w ere  coun ted  as 
w ho le  p eop le , but not b lack s .)

W e p rac ticed  cha tte l s lavery  
here for nearly  a cen tu ry  a fte r w e 
becam e a nation  and ab an doned  it 
on ly  a fte r a bru tal c iv il w ar. For 
the next 100 years  o r so, m ost o f  
the coun try  indulged  in som e form  
o f  rac ia l seg rega tion .

A nd w e 're  not rac is ts?  A ll o f  a 
sudden  w e 're  co lo rb lin d ?  C om e 
on, ge t real. R acism  is as A m eri­
can as app le  pie. T h ere 's  no rea ­
son tea p a rtie rs  o r th e ir  p laym ates 
shou ld  be exem pt from  it.

A s fu rth er ev id en ce  I o ffe r a 
co lum n  by C h arles  B low  o f  The 
N ew  Y ork T im es. B low  w rites 
abou t po lls  he 's found  in te re st­
ing , co m p le te  w ith  ch a rts  and 
graphs. R ecen tly  he la id  ou t the 
re su lts  o f  a Q u in n ip iac  poll on

attitudes tow ard  P residen t B arack  
O bam a, b roken  dow n by race and 
e thn ic ity .

For exam ple, the poll asked  
peop le  w h e th er they  w ould  vote 
lo r O bam a i f  the e lec tio n  w ere 
being  held today . E ig h ty -seven  
p ercen t o f  A frican -A m erican  re ­
sponden ts  said  they  w ould . T his 
com pared  w ith  on ly  49  percen t o f  
the L atinos in terv iew ed .

W hites? A m ere 28 percen t said  
they  w ould  vo te  for the p res id en t 
th is tim e around.

That rem arkable  gap is repeated  
in the poll on a v a rie ty  o f  issues. 
D oes the re sp o n d en t app rove  o f  
the w ay O bam a is h and ling  the 
p res id en cy ?  N in e ty -o n e  percen t 
o f  the b lacks say yes as ag a in st 37 
percen t o f  the w hites.

O il sp ill?  S ev en ty -tw o  percen t 
o f  the b lacks said  O bam a w as h an ­
d ling  it w ell, on ly  37 percen t o f  the 
w hites tho u g h t he w as. O n fo r­
e ign  po licy  the sco re  w as 72 to 38.

L atinos tended  to be d iv ided  
even ly  on m ost q u estio n s, the e x ­
ception  being  illegal im m igration ,

on w hich  on ly  38 percen t tho u g h t 
he w as do ing  a good  jo b . T hat 
com pares to 28 p e rcen t o f  w h ites  
w ho like w hat he 's been  do ing .

A ll o f  that w ould  su g g est that 
peo p le 's  v iew s o f  O b am a's  p re s i­
dency  are  being  co lo red  by co lo r, 
so to  speak.

W hat clinched it fo rm e, though, 
w as the question : "D o you  th ink  
tha t B arack  O bam a has been  a 
be tte r p residen t than  G eo rg e  W. 
B u sh ?"

O n ly  37 p ercen t o f  the w hite  
responders  though t he had been.

G eorge  W. Bush! W ho ran the 
econom y into  a d itch . W ho took  
us to w ar in Iraq on a false prem ise. 
W ho fidd led  w hile  N ew  O rleans 
flooded . W ho som e sch o la rs  c o n ­
s id e r one o f  the tw o o r th ree  w o rst 
p re s id en ts  in o u r h is to ry . T hat 
G eo rg e  W. B ush.

A nd tw o -th ird s  o f  the  w h ite  
peo p le  in th is co u n try  th in k  he 
w as b e tte r than  O bam a.

T h a t's  rac ism , baby.
OtherWords columnist Donald 

Kaul lives in Ann Arbor, Mich.
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Blood Diamond Atrocities
A destructive 
market exposed
by J udge G reg M athis 

D iam onds are a g irl’s -
or rapper or bailer's - best 
friend; this w e know. But, 
these precious stones are 
also at the core o f  som e o f  
the  g re a te s t a tro c itie s  
know n to man.
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“Blood d iam onds” or conflict 
diam onds, as they are called, are 
diam onds m ined in w ar zones and 
then used to fund violent militias;

they’re m ost com m on 
in A frica, w here about 
two thirds o f  the w orld’s 
d ia m o n d s  a re  p ro ­
duced.

A s g o v e rn m e n ts  
an d  o rg a n iz a t io n s  
around the w orld have

becom e m ore aw are o f  ‘blood dia­
m onds’ and the roles they play in 
war, actions have been taken to limit 
their appearance in the m arket place. 
W e too can and should do our part 
to m ake sure any bling we m ight buy 
is conflict free.

F or three years, form er Liberian 
p res id en t C harles T ay lo r has been 
on tria l for, am ong  o th e r th ings, 
sex tra ffick in g , m urder, and re ­
c ru itin g  and using  ch ild  so ld iers. 
T ay lo r a lleg ed ly  used  b lood  d ia ­
m onds to fund these  c rim es. The
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case has a ttrac ted  in te rna tiona l 
m edia  a tten tio n  and has even  in ­
vo lved  testim o n y  from  in te rn a ­
t io n a l  s u p e r m o d e l  N a o m i 
C am pbell w ho received  blood d ia ­
m onds from  T ay lo r’s m en in 1997.

T a y lo r’s case  is im portan t b e ­
cause  it illu s tra te s  ve ry  c lea rly  
the  d e s tru c tio n  and  te rro r  tha t 
b lood d iam onds, once th e y ’re sold 
- c a n  bring. T hankfu lly , m uch has 
been  done a round  the w o rld  to  try  
to  cu rta il the trad in g  o f  th ese  
s to n e s .

In 2001 , the U .S. passed  law s 
tha t p rev en ted  rough  d iam o n d s 
from  Sierra Leone and Liberia from 
being  im ported  in to  the  coun try . 
In 2003, the C lean  D iam ond T rade 
A ct w as passed  and s ig n a led  the 
U .S . ’ s p a r t i c ip a t io n  in  T h e  
K im b erley  P rocess, a U .N . m an ­
d a ted  c e r tif ic a tio n  sy stem  that 
p rev en ts  co n flic t d iam o n d s from  
en te rin g  the m ark e tp lace . T oday , 
o v e r 99 percen t o f  all d iam o n d s 
ce rtified  th rough  p ro cess  are from  
co n flic t free sou rces.

T hough  th is  is an im p ressiv e  
fete, a tiny  n u m b er o f  b lood  d ia ­
m onds are s till so ld  -  kn o w in g ly  
o r u n k n o w in g ly  - by je w e le rs , 
u su a lly  sm all, in d ep en d en ts  se ll­
ers.

A sk  yo u r je w e le r  o r re se lle r  to 
p ro v id e  d o cu m en ta tio n  ce rtify in g  
the d iam o n d s are co n flic t free. I f  
they  can n o t do  tha t, look  fo r a n ­
o th e r  je w e le r . T h is  s e e m in g ly  
sm all ac tion  is a b ig  step  in h e lp ­
ing sh u ttin g  dow n the b lood  d ia ­
m ond m arke t and  h o p e fu lly  b rin g  
an end  to these  u n th in k ab le  acts  
o f  to rtu re .

Greg Mathis is aformer Michi­
gan District Court Judge and cur­
rently is a syndicated television 
show judge.
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