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New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2010

Martin 
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning

Residential & 
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG. 
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: I sm all Hallway)

I Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray' Traffic Area 
(Hallway' Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services)-. $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs:
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool)’. 
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING 

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $109 - $139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services)’. $5.00

%t h v

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet 
Odor Treatment S v
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views o f the 
Portland Observer We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.
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Screeching Halt to Justice
A bitter irony 
for black farmers
by J im H ightower

1 don't know how the corn is
doing this year, but Washington 
is producing a bumper crop o f
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irony for America's black farmers. 
In the same week that Shirley

Sherrod, a black Department o f 
Agriculture official, was falsely 
accused o f anti-white racism by a 
right-wing mob o f political creeps 
and Fox TV yackers, the Senate 
a c tu a lly  added  to the

g o v e rn m en t's  long 
history o f anti-black 
discrimination.

At issue was pay­
ment o f a billion-dol­
lar legal settlem ent 
with thousands o f Af­
rican-American farm­
ers who for decades
were illegally denied essential crop 
loans from the Agriculture De­
partment.

The settlement was agreed to 
way back in 1999-yet, for more 
than a decade, W ashington has 
refused to pay. This year, how­
ever, justice was finally to be de­
livered when President Obama set 
aside $ 1.2 billion in his budget to 
make good on the government 
promise. But it's been a no-go, as 
congressional Republicans have 
furiously fought the payments.

O fcourse, the GOP lawmakers 
insisted that they certainly sup­
port racial justice, but alas, they 
wailed, the bloated federal deficit 
now compels them to cut spend­
ing. Never mind that they are the

chief bloaters! In the 
past decade, they ea­
gerly  and recklessly  
added trillions o f  dol­
lars to the national debt 
with unwarranted wars, 
tax cuts for the rich, 
bailouts for Wall Street, 
and subsidies for enor­

mously profitable corporations.
Indeed, these very lawmakers 

continue to support $4 billion a 
year in needless giveaways to Big 
Oil — but they abruptly turn into 
tightwads on a single billion-dol­
lar allocation owed to America's 
black farmers.

So while pundits and politicos 
were vilifying Sherrod for an act 
o f discrim ination that didn't oc­
cur, Senate Republicans cut the 
payments for thousands o f offi­
cial acts o f actual discrim ination 
against African-American farmers. 
How's that for bitter irony? And 
Republicans wonder why they get 
no black support in elections.

Jim Hightower is a radio com­
m entator, w riter, a n d  p u b lic  
speaker.
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