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1Pad Knock-Off Unveiled

Kapil Sibal displays a low-cost con
Delhi, India. The device looks like

puter tablet at its launch in New
an iPad and is 1/14th the cost.

Tablet 1s a fraction
of the cost

(AP)--Itlooks like aniPad, only
it's 1/14th the cost: India has un-
velled the prototype of a $35 basic
touchscreen tablet aimed at stu-
dents, which it hopes to bring into
production by 201 1.

[fthe government cdn find amanu-
facturer, the Linux operating sys-
tem-based computer would be the
latest in a string of "world's cheap-
est” mnovations to hit the market
out of India, which is home to the
$2,127 compact Nano car, the $16
water purifier and the $2,000 open-
heart surgery.

The tablet can be used for func-
tions like word processing, web
browsing and video-conferencing.
It has a solar power option too

though that add-on costs extra.

Mamta Varma, aministry spokes-
woman, said falling hardware costs
and intelligent design make the price
tag plausible. The tablet doesn't have
aharddisk, butinstead usesamemory
card, much like a mobile phone. The
tablet design cuts hardware costs,
and the use of open-source software
also adds to savings, she said.

Varma said several global manu-
facturers, including at least one from
Taiwan, have shown interest in
making the low-cost device, but no
manufacturing or distribution deals
have been finalized.

India plans to subsidize the cost
of the tablet for its students, bring-
ing the purchase price down to
around $20.

"Depending on the quality of

material they are using, certainly it's
plausible," said Sarah Rotman Epps,

an. analyst at Forrester Research.
"The question is, is it good enough
for students?"

Profitability 1s also a question for
the $35 machine.

Epps said government subsidies
or dual marketing — where higher-
priced sales in the developed world
are used to subside low-cost sales
in markets like India — could con-
vince a manufacturer to come on
board.

Thisand similarefforts— like the
Kakai Kno and the Entourage Edge
tablets — show that there is global
demand for an affordable device to
trim high textbook costs, she said.

If it works, Epps predicts the de-
vice may send a shiver of cost-con-
sciousness through the industry.

"It puts pressure on all device
manufacturers to keep costs down
and innovate," she said.

Facebook Addresses Privacy Concerns

(AP) -- Facebook is rolling out a
new feature that requires outside
applications and websites to tell
users exactly what parts of their
profiles have to be shared for the
apps to work.

Applications already had to ask
users for permission to access any-
thing in their profiles that wasn't
public. But these services didn't have
to specify what information they
were using. Such information can
include your photos, your friends'
birthdays or your e-mail address.

Under the new policy, the ser-
vices will say which aspects of a
profile they will mine, but the user
still won't be able to pick out which
pieces they want to grant access to.
They have to either grant permis-
sion or disallow the app from work-
ing at all.

Facebook has come under fire for
the way it treats the information its
nearly 500 million users post on the
site. Most recently, privacy advo-
cates and lawmakers have com-
plained about Facebook's "instant

personalization" feature, which
draws information from users' pro-
files to customize a handful of other
sitesl

Partly because of criticism and
partly because of the site's growth
from a small network for college
students, Facebook's privacy set-
tings became complicated and of-
ten confusing over the years.

In response, Facebook simpli-
fied its privacy settings though some
critics still say these changes don't
go far enough.
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Social media such as Facebook and Twitter have become power-
ful tools that influence what people buy.

TriMet Connects
with Smart Phones

Transit riders who use
smartphones, such as BlackBerry,
iPhone and Android phones, can
now access transit information
quickly and easily at m.trimet.org.

TriMet’s new mobile-friendly
website loads fast and is easy to
navigate. It features the most popu-
lar internet rider tools such as
TransitTracker, real-time arrival in-
formation, trip planner, service alerts
and route and system maps.

Thirty-six third-party computer
applications are also available at
trimet.org. The apps, created inde-

pendently by third-party develop-
ers using TriMet’s open data, pro-
vide a variety of information to im-
prove the rider’s experience.

The apps include trip planning,
maps, bus and rail schedules, GPS
location of the nearest stops, trip
planning via text messaging and
saving planned trips. TriMet has
created some very successful appli-
cations itself including an interac-
tive map and TransitTracker.

To view the applications go to
trimet.org and click on “App Cen-
ter” on the home page.
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