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’3 New Prices
| Effective
May 1, 2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery
Cleaning
Residential &
Commercial Services
Minimum Service CHG.
$45.00
A small distance/travel charge
may be applied
CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
| small Hallway)

(Includes:

1 Cleaning Area (only)
$40.00

Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs:
$25.00 Minimum
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area
(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00
Loveseat: $49.00
Sectional: $109 - $139
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

* Area & Oriental Rug
Cleaning
* Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning |
* Deodorizing & Pet ‘\
Odor Treatment i
* Spot & Stain
Removal Service
* Scotchguard Protection
* Minor Water Damage
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER
FOR ADDITIONAL
PRICES & SERVICES
Call for Appointment

(503) 281-3949
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August 4, 2010

Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views of the

Portland Observer:

We welcome reader essays, photos and

i story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.
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Paying for the America’s Wars

Nested truths,
cascading
problems

BY Tom H. HASTINGS
We see at least five

basic truths emerging

after Congress last

week agreed to provide $59 billion

to continue financing America’s
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.

One, Barack Obama baldly lied to
us when he promised in his cam-
paign that the days of funding wars
via supplemental spending bills--
acting as though an ongoing war
were suddenly an unpredictable
emergency--those days were done.
Justelectme, he promised, and you'll
never see that bait-and-switch again.
We got gamed. This supplemental
was voted in at his personal re-
quest.

Two, the war president and his

pushbutton Senate and House war
allies are committed to absolutely
draining the American taxpayer
of all lootable funds.

All the idiot lights on the
American societal dashboard are
flashing red -- unemployment is
worsening, housing is sliding,
BP has befouled the Gulf of
Mexico forthe nextcentury, mili-
tarism has penetrated even the grade
schools of our coarsening country
with Starbase, and we are wondering
where our nextenergy meal iscoming
from -- and yet these federal elected
'leaders' have just conspired to con-
tinue this incredible self-inflicted war
financing hemorrhage.

Three, this draw from both your
paycheck, and the social services
available to you and yours, is done
despite a whistleblower’s Wikileaks
release of 91,000 documents that
prove American war crimes in the
conduct of the wars. The disclo-
sures effectively show yet again

thatall the U.S. military is ultimately
doingisaidingal-Qa'ida, the Taliban
and other Islamist recruiting around
the world.

Four,
commonsense and human decency
to this would result in the U.S. end-
ing its armed occupation of Afghani-
stan and launching a far less expen-
siverebuilding program viathe U.N.
This would serve to dry up motiva-
tion to shoot, bomb, kidnap, stab
and otherwise attack Americans.
This cannot be done at gunpoint.

Rebuilding America's image will
be done by unarmed and unguarded
people giving help, never by armed
troops. We will do this with nonvio-
lence--gasp!--oritwillneverbe done.
Never.

Five, the Republicans will fight
tooth and nail against every single
thing Obama might try to do for
people on the ground. Their unity is
mindlessly complete, formingasolid
phalanx across access to help for

applying one bit of

the unemployed, the sick, those
needing education, and simple
household need for poor people.
But give them a chance to vote more
money for war and the bipartisan
roses suddenly bloom, reddened
by the blood of war victims on all
sides and by the lifeblood of our
culture and society.

The Ds and Rs probably couldn't
agree on whether the sun rises in the
east, but they can find solidarity in
war spending.

At some point the U.S. will
downsize, draw in its horns from its
military forward power projection
wars and bases, and assume a more
normal stature amongst the world
nations.

The only questionis, will the U.S.
be worth saving at that point or will
we continue this literal insanity
straight over the cliff?

Tom H. Hastings directs
PeaceVoice, a program of the Or-
egon Peace Institute.
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