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State Farm

Ernest J. Hill, Jr.

24 Hour Good Neighbor Service®

STAIY Panm

£

INSVRANCY

=

State Farm®

Providing Insurance and Financial Services

Home Office, Bloomington, Illinois 61710

Michael E Harper

Agent

We moved to

our new location:
9713 S.W. Capitol, Portland, OR

503-221-3050
Fax 503-227-8757

Double J Tires

New & Used Tires

Overstock & Used Tires

$15 & up PRICED TO SELL
All tires mounted & blanched on
the car, out the door - no additives.
Free stock wheels w/ purchase of
any new or used tire-
limited to stock on hand 30
years in business

2 locations to Serve You

6841 NE MLK, Portland
503-283-9437

4510 SE 52™ & Holgate
503-771-1834
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PENINSULA REALTY

PeterClarke

Broker

6110 N. Lombard St.

Portland, Oregon 97203
Business 503.286.5826

Fax 503.283.63(X)

Cell 503.333.5809
peter.clarke2@century21.com

century 21 Peninsula.com
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Where are Jamie
and Ubaldo?

continued A Jrom front

ing & Exploited Children, agrees
with that assessment,

“Letme tell you, itis very diffi-
cultto get media attention for any
family abduction,” he said.

Allen said that the public as-
sumes that such abductions are
civil, private affairs, when in fact
they are often motivated out of
rage or revenge and can be dan-

FAMILY REUNION

FORTLAND, OREGOMN

$5.00 Tees

Family Reunion
Screen Printing

503-762-6042

bserver.com

gerous to children involved.

“These children suffer signifi-
cant harm, it’s a serious problem,”
he said.

Another type of case that typi-
cally receives little attention is
those involving runaways. Both
Allen and Good said that they
aren’t given as much attention
because it’s assumed the person
ran on their own free will, when
runaways may be running towards
dangerous situations.

Good added that missing chil-
dren casesinvolving white people
tend to get more attention.

“White kids tend to get more
attention; let’s face it,” she said.

Anotherbig barrier is language.

Allen recalled a story about
seven years ago in Houston where
a Spanish-speaking woman had
her child abducted outside a mar-
ket. Although she got attention
from the Spanish-language me-
dia, like Univision, she couldn’t
get any mainstream media atten-
tion because of her inability to
speak English.

Good said that missing chil-
dren inimmigrant communities is
actually a “fairly huge” problem,
but don’t get much attention be-
cause the cases often involve
children being moved across bor-
ders. These make for complicated
stories that the media is reluctant
to follow, if they are aware of them
at all, she said.

“The power of media cannot be
overstated,” said Allen of how
important it is to get a case in the
press if it is to be solved. He also
said that his organization by-
passes the media by using its own
national network of people to
spread the word of missing chil-
dren, who place pictures on com-
munity bulletin boards.

In order for a case to be picked
up by the press it needs have
some element that captures a
producer’s or editor’s attention,
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SPECIAL:

Free Hair with a Weave (Limited Supply)

Call for Info: 503-281-9495

3516 N.E. 15th @ Fremont
Portland, OR 97212
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according to both Allen and Good,
particularly stories that frighten
the public.

Kyron Horman had all the trap-
pings of a news story, said Allen.
The 7-year-old boy was abducted,
presumably by a stranger, just out-
side of the science fair at his el-
ementary school. It could’ve hap-
pened to any parent.

Allen points to another case in
Sarasota, Fla. five years ago where
a child was abducted from a car
wash. The incident was captured
on a security camera and quickly
made its way onto television be-
cause of the ease with which the
perpetrator committed the act.

White kids
tend to
gel more
attention;
let’s face it.

— Meaghan Good
of the Charley Project

Both Allen and Good said that
more attention is also given to fami-
lies with a higher social status.

Good points to a case late last
year that involved Viola Brown
Martin, the mother of Angela Mar-
tin, a contestant on the television
show American Idol. The case got
national attention, but had it not
had the connection to the popular
television show, it’s unclear how
it would have been handled.

Allen said that only about four
or five missing children cases are
put in the spotlight each year. He
actively lobbies to get media cov-
erage, but said that too often he
gets the same refrain:

“There’s too many missing kids
out there.”
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Need to publish a court
document or notice? Need an
affidavit of publication quickly
and efficiently? Please fax or e-
mail your notice for a free price
quote!
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e-mail:
cl r.com
The Portland Observer



set/er.com
mailto:subscriptions@portlandobserver.com
Pcninsula.com
%c2%bbbserver.com
mailto:classlfleds@portlandobserver.com

