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Sustainability , special^
Toxic Sites Made Useful Again
Community garden serves as example
by J ake T hom as overgrow n with weeds for about 50
I he P ortland  O bserver years will flourish as a com m unity

O n a  warm  m orning on Em erson garden.
S treet in no rth east P ortland , vol- This site is a brownfield, a prop- 
un teers c lad  in C arhartts  and d irty  erty that people are reluctant to use 
je an s  rake p itch  black soil o v er a because o f  either real or perceived 
vacan t lot. contam ination. And as m ore people

It’s been nearly 15 years o f  back- flock to O regon, the use o f  such 
and-forth with the state and the properties will becom e increasingly 
county, testing soil, and recruiting important in creating sustainable 

an d  h e a lth y

Groundbreaking Celebration
A groundbreaking cerem ony is planned Satur­

day, July 31 from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. for the Em erson 
Street Garden at 822 N.E. Emerson St. The event will 
include free entertainm ent, food and art activities for 
youth, teens and adults.

The com m unity garden space was designed to 
engage local residents and the A frican Am erican 
com m unity, and to incorporate the history o f  the 
K ing N eighborhood into the site. The property was 
a form er brow nfield because o f  pollution, but has 
been cleaned up. Youth from King Elem entary and 
the Blazers Boys and G irls C lub helped in the pro­
cess.

Do you have som ething to contribute to the 
garden? To help or RSVP, contact Cassie at 503-662- 
2590 or via email atcassie@ groundworkportland.org.

volunteers, but later this m onth a 
the w ork o f  a dedicated few will pay 
o ffw hen  a once toxic and neglected 
lot that has rem ained unused and

communities.
B ro w n fie ld s

often sit idle for 
years, contribut­
in g  to  u rb an  
blight and pre­
senting potential 
health  hazards. 
North and north­
east Portland has 
no shortage  o f  
these sites, and 
as the area sees 
new interest eco­
nomic interest in 
it, m any are be­
ing developed.

W hen T riM et 
b e g a n  p re p a r -

photo by J ake T homas/T he Portland O bserver 
Teri Phillips sets aside her cane and picks up a rake to spread 
around soil at a lot on Northeast Emerson Street. This site used 
to be a brownfield, a polluted site, and will be opened up as a 
community garden later this month.

In te rsta te  A venue. W ith  a g ran t lawyer at Schwabe, W illiamson, and 
from  the EPA , it took an inventory  W yatt, w ho does work for develop- 
o f  b ro w n fie ld  s ites in the area. It ers w orking on brow nfields, 
id en tified  tw o fo rm er gas s ta tions H e ex p la in ed  th a t i f  a p ro p erty  
tha t requ ired  little  c leanup  and is in a good  location  w ith  lo ts o f  

. . now  house  o ffice  space as w ell as econom ic  ac tiv ity  there  is a good
ing for the insta llation  o f  the M AX  a health  c lin ic  run by P rov idence , chance  tha t a d ev e lo p e r w ill take 
Y ellow  Line in the late 1990s, the “T here’s got to be som e sort o f  a chance  on a p roperty .
m ass tran sit ag ency  in itia ted  a 
b row nfield  inven tory  along N orth

excitem ent and desire to be there,1 
said David Bartz, an environm ental
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Project Name: Portland-Milwaukie Light Rail Project East Segment RFP No. RH 110162JB

Willamette Community Connectors is a joint venture (Granite-Hamilton-RailWorks). We are an equal opportunity 
employer and request qualifications from all interested firms, including DMWESBs. We are seeking qualified 
DBE s interested in this project upon award. This is not a hard bid proposal. We are seeking firms who would be 
interested in working with us upon award. Please attend one of our upcoming events to learn more regarding 
scopes and have aq opportunity to meet with our team.

Please join us at one of our “Meet the Project Team” Events

Friday, July 9th
OAME - Amelia Conference Room 
4134 N. Vancouver Ave.
Portland, OR 97217 
9:30 to 11:30 am

Thursday, July 15th
WCC Office
4 105 SF. International Way, Ste 503 
Milwaukie, OR 97222 
3:00 to 5:30 pm

Suzanne Donaldson, DBE Consultant 
360-280-2321
suzanne@donaldson-enterprises.com

Willamette Community Connectors Team

GRnniTE
WCC Joint-Venture Managing Partner

H A M IL T O N
CONSTRUCTION
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B artz  said  tha t g en trify in g  a r­
eas, like north  and n o rth east P o rt­
land, o ften  a ttrac t the in te rest key 
to ge ttin g  b ro w n fie ld s  developed . 
A reas like  B urns o r M olla la  are 
h a rd er to develop , he said .

H ow ever, there  are  b a rrie rs  to 
tra n s fo rm in g  th e se  p ro p e r t ie s  
f ro m  d a n g e r o u s  e y e s o r e s  to  
p laces that w ill benefit peop le  w ho 
live nearby .

O ne o f  the b ig  stum bling  b locks 
to d ev e lo p in g  these  p ro p e rtie s  is 
the  u n c e r ta in ty  th a t su rro u n d s  
them . I t ’s se ldom  c lea r how  p o l­
luted the area is, how  m uch it m ight 
cost to c lean  it up, ex p en siv e  it 
m igh t be to  c lea r it up, and th e re ’s 
the p o ss ib ility  th a t new  co n ta in ­
m en ts m igh t be found  later.

“ T h e  r e a l  c h a l l e n g e  w ith  
b ro w n fie ld s  is the m ystery  b e ­
hind th em ,” said  Jenn  B ildersee , 
a c t in g  c o o r d in a to r  o f  c i t y ’s 
b ro w n fie ld  p rog ram . P ortland  is 
one 40  co m m u n itie s  in the  U .S. to 
be aw ard ed  g ran ts  by the E n v i­
ro n m e n ta l P ro te c tio n  A g en cy . 
T h e  c i ty  w as  a w a rd e d  a b o u t 
$400 ,000  to help  assess  how  toxic 
b ro w n fie ld s  are.

B ecause  O reg o n  has s tric t land 
u se  law s d e s ig n e d  to  p re v e n t

spraw l and  the sta te  is see ing  an 
influx o f  peop le , d evelop ing  these  
s ites w ill be im portan t to a cco m ­
m odate  new com ers.

There is no precise num ber ofhow  
m an y  p ro p e r tie s  q u a lify  as 
brownfields in the state, in part be­
cause there is no uniform definition 
o f  what constitutes such a property, 
according to Gil Wistar, the Oregon 
D e p a rtm e n t o f  E n v iro n m e n ta l 
Q uality’s brownfields coordinator.

He said  tha t p o llu tan ts  on each  
site  vary , bu t pe tro leu m , PC B s, 
m etals, and  so lv en ts  are com m on 
p o llu tan ts , and  these  s ites need  a 
c lean  bill o f  health  from  D EQ  b e ­
fore being  developed .

B artz  said  tha t in o rd e r to ge t a 
b ro w n fie ld  dev e lo p ed  they  have 
to  be assu red  th a t they  w o n ’t be 
slam m ed  w ith  m ore  costs  i f  m ore 
p o llu tan ts  are la te r found  o r re g u ­
la tions change. D EQ  offers  te ch ­
n ical a ss is tan ce  to dev e lo p ers  and 
can o ffe r som e liab ility  p ro tec tion  
i f  m ore co n tam in an ts  are found, 
w h ich  B artz  sa id  is key.

B ut in ad d itio n  to com m ercia l 
d ev e lo p ers , there  are  g rassro o ts  
ac tiv is ts  try in g  to turn  p o llu ted  
areas in co m m u n ity  sites.

The lot on E m erson  S tree t first 
caugh t the eye on S ybil K elley , an 
in s tru c to r at P o rtland  S ta te  and 
n e ig h b o rh o o d  ac tiv is t, in 1995 
w hen she lived  nearby . A house 
had  once  been  there  in the 1950s, 
bu t now  it w as a m ean -lo o k in g  
vacan t lo t, ov erg ro w n  w ith  u n ­
kem pt fo liage.

K elley  saw  p o ten tia l in the site  
and  go t the gears  ch u rn in g  on 
tu rn in g  the  lo t in to  so m eth in g  
b e tte r.

She g o t the  c ity  to  do an in itia l 
in v estig a tio n  o f  the  site  u n d er its 
b ro w n fie ld s  p rog ram , and in 1997 
she tested  the  so il, w h ich  c o n ­
firm ed  tha t it w as co n tam in a ted  
w ith, lead- a com m on problem  with 
o ld e r re s id en tia l p roperties .

K e lle y  la te r  p a r tn e re d  w ith  
G roundw ork , an o rg an iza tion  that 
w orks on d ev e lo p in g  bro w n fie ld s  
to ge t v o lu n tee rs  to he lp  out.

T he c ity  d o n a ted  soil to d ilu te  
the lead , w h ich  v o lu n tee rs  hau led  
from  a truck  in w h eelb arro w  and 
raked  across the  3 ,125 foot square  
foo t lot g e ttin g  it ready  for its 
p re sen ta tio n  to  the  co m m u n ity  
la ter th is m onth . Soon th is  po ison  
p lace  w ill be com m u n ity  garden .

“ I ’ve alw ays saw brow nfields as 
an opportunity, not a problem ,” said 
Kelley.
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