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New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2010

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
m ay be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(Includes: 1 sm all Hallway)

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area 
(Hallway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 stairs - With 
Other Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs: 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):
$40.00 Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
Additional $10.00 each area

(RequiringExtensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner 
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $ 5.00

%t h *

ADDITIONAL
SER VICES

• Area & Oriental Rug 
Cleaning
• Auto/Boat/RV Cleaning
• Deodorizing & Pet -x  
Odor Treatment
• Spot & Stain 
Removal Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• Minor Water Damage 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

Opinion articles do not necessarily represent the views o f the 
Portland Observer. We welcome reader essays, photos and 
story ideas. Submit to news@portlandobserver.com.

A fghanistan
strategy

We've Got to Get out of There
Like Vietnam, 
Afghanistan 
will end badly
by D onald Kahl

P re tty  m u ch  
everyone th inks 
President Barack 
O b am a d id  the  
right thing in fir­
ing his A fghani­
stan  co m m an d er, G en. S tan ley  
M cChrystal. U nfortunately, he did 
it for the wrong reasons.

M cC hrystal got fired  for sh o o t­
ing his m outh  o f f  abou t his d is ­
dain  for ou r p residen t, h is c iv ilian  
staff, and ou r a llies  w ith in  earsho t 
o f  a R olling Stone reporter. O bam a 
had to get rid  o f  the guy lest he, 
O bam a, be labeled  a w im p and 
lose his a lready  slippery  stand ing  
w ith  the m ilitary  and our allies. He 
im m ediately  w on points, how ever, 
for nam ing  G en. D avid  Petraeus 
as M cC hrysta l's  successor.

T his, O bam a assu red  us, w ould  
m ean a seam less co n tin u a tio n  o f  
the s tra teg y  w e 've  been  fo llow ing  
in A fg h an is tan . Y ou know  tim es

are hard  w hen keep ing  ou r A f­
ghan istan  W ar s tra tegy  is co n ­
sidered  good  new s.

I don 't know  i f  you 've  noticed  
but w e 're  not w inn ing  the w ar in 
A fghan istan ; w e 're  not even  ty ­
ing. T he s tra tegy , w h a tev er it is, 

isn 't w orking .
There's a reason for this: Strat­

egies that depend on invading 
an d  p a c ify in g  A fg h a n is ta n , 
thereby bending it to the invader's 
will, never work. Never,

j It d id n ’t w ork  for A lexander 
the G reat, for the  M ongols, for 

the B ritish Em pire o r for the Soviet 
U nion, all o f  w hich  considered  
them selves ex p erts  at invading  
and pacify ing . T hey  all cam e into 
the cou n try  w ith  flags fly ing , and 
all left sadder b u t w ise r—m ostly  
sad d e r. I t 's  w h a t A fg h a n is ta n  
does to invaders.

N ow  it's our turn.
W henever c ritic s  o f  the w ar 

b ring  up its para lle ls  to  the V ie t­
nam  Folly , sup p o rte rs  stern ly  ad ­
m onish  them  w ith: "A fghanistan  
is not V ietnam ."

R eally? L et's review :
W e're try ing  to  su p p ress  an 

in d ig e n o u s  in s u rg e n c y —a lb e it  
one augm ented  w ith  troops, w eap­
ons and  su p p o rt from  o u ts id e

so u rc e s—in a fa raw ay  land  o f  
w hich  w e know  little .

W e're  bom bing  the hell ou t o f  
them , using $500,000 m issiles and 
m u lti-m illio n -d o lla r d rones to d e ­
stroy  m ud huts, and in the p ro ­
cess k illing  innocen t peop le  and 
converting  ind ifferen t b y standers  
into angry, ha te-filled  m ilitan ts. It 
is a po licy  o f  destro y in g  v illages 
in o rd er to save them .

In th is effo rt, w hich  is in c reas­
ingly  ours a lone, w e 're  dep en d en t 
fo r leg itim acy  on a co rrup t, fe ck ­
less A fghan governm ent that lacks 
the support o f  its people.

A nd, lastly , ou r success d e ­
pends a lm ost to ta lly  not m ere ly  
on being  able to reform  that g o v ­
ernm ent, but on our ability  to trans­
form  its largely  unm otiva ted  and 
illiterate  arm y into a m odem  figh t­
ing force so that we can turn  th ings 
o v e r to them  and d esert the b a ttle ­
fie ld  w ithou t seem ing  to.

S ounds like V ie tnam  to me. 
And, like Vietnam , it will end badly.

H am id K arzai, A fghan istan 's  
president, knows that. That w ily 
m an is already negotiating With the 
Taliban and its Pakistani sponsors. 
He knows we're not long for this 
war.

T he R epub licans w ould  have it

o therw ise . L ed by m ilita ry  g e ­
n iuses like John  M cC ain  and  D ick 
C h en e y , th e y 're  in c en se d  th a t 
O bam a has set 2011 as the sell-by  
d a te  o f  th is  w ar. A p p a re n tly , 
th ey 're  w illing  to keep  figh ting  it 
forever.

And when we do leave, they'll 
blame the Democrats for "losing A f­
ghanistan," m uch as they used to 
blame Democrats for losing China.

W e're not going to lose A fghani­
stan, for the sam e reason w e didn't 
lose China. W e never ow ned it.

The B ush -C heney  bunch  had 
th e ir sho t at tam ing  A fghan istan . 
T hey  d id n 't do it. W h atev er th e ir 
s tra tegy , it d id n 't w ork. I f  they  get 
an o th er try  at it, it w o n 't w ork  
again .

A T aliban  spokesm an  recen tly  
said  th is  o f  h is country : "B efo re  
G en. M cC hrysta l, m any  strong  
m ilita ry  gen era ls  su ffe red  defeat. 
T he A m erican s  know  th a t A f­
g h a n is tan  is the  G ra v ey a rd  o f  
E m pires bu t even  so, they  invaded 
th is  coun try ."

The reporter w as rem inded o f  a 
Taliban saying:

"T h e  A m e ric a n s  h a v e  th e  
w atches, but w e've got the tim e."

O therW ords colum nist Donald 
Kaul lives in Ann A rbor, M ich.
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