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Obama Nominee Defends Record
Court pick on 
way toward 
confirmation

(AP) -- C hallenged bluntly by 
Republicans, Suprem e Court nom i­
nee Elena Kagan said Tuesday the 
Pentagon's recruiters had access to 
Harvard Law School students "ev­
ery single day I was dean" and re­
jected  claim s she m aneuvered to 
thw art them.

"I'm just a little taken aback by the 
tone o f  your rem arks because it is 
unconnected to reality ," retorted 
Sen. Je ff Sessions o f  A labam a, the 
first Republican on the Senate Jud i­
ciary C om m ittee to question Presi­
dent Barack O bam a's choice for the 
high court in public.

Said Kagan: "I respect and in­
deed I revere the m ilitary."

The exchange cam e near the be­
ginning o f  a full day o f  questioning 
by m em bers o f  the panel, w hich will 
vote first on Kagan's appointm ent 
to succeed retiring Justice John Paul 
Stevens. Barring a m ajor gaffe, the
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Gore Implicated in Sex Scandal
4

(A P) — Portland police say they 
investigated allegations that form er 
V ice President A1 G ore had "un­
w anted sexual contact" w ith a m as­
sage therapist during an O ctober 
2006 visit, but they found insuffi­
c ie n t e v id e n c e  to  su p p o rt the  
w om an’s claims.

M u ltn o m ah  C o u n ty  D is tr ic t 
A tto rn ey  M ichael S chrunk  said  
an  a t to rn e y  r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  
w om an con tac ted  p o lice  in late 
2006. S chrunk  said  the w om an 
re fu sed  to be in te rv iew ed  by d e ­
tec tiv es  and d id n 't w an t the in ­
v estig a tio n  to con tinue .

B ut the w om an co n tac ted  p o ­
lice in Jan u ary  2009  and  gave  a 
s ta tem en t, say ing  G ore  tried  to 
have sex w ith  her d u rin g  a m as­
sage ap p o in tm en t at the  upsca le  
dow ntow n H otel L ucia . G ore  re ­
p o rte d ly  w as re g is te re d  a t the  
ho te l as “ M r. S to n e .”

Gore family spokesw om an Kalee 
K reider said the form er vice presi­
dent had no com m ent. G ore and his

Supreme Court Nominee Elena Kagan testifies Monday before the 
Senate Judiciary Committee.

50-year old O bam a adm inistration 
solicitor general appears well on her 
w ay tow ard confirm ation in tim e to 
take her seat before the court opens 
a new term  in O ctober.

Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy o f  
Verm ont, the com m ittee's chairman, 
w as first to broach the m ilitary re­
cruiting controversy , raising the 
issue that Republicans had often 
cited in pre-hearing criticism  o f  
Kagan.
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The National Enquirer was first 
to report accusations against 
former Vice President Al Gore.

w ife announced June 1 they were 
separating.

The N ational Enquirer first re­
ported the allegations fast W ednes­
day, identifying the accuser as a 54- 
year-old  w om an. H er nam e has not 
been released.

A police report prepared in 2007 
said the alleged incident happened

"I've only  cried once during this 
process," K agan said, recalling her 
reaction to an op-ed article praising 
her for her treatm ent o f  the m ilitary, 
a com m entary w ritten by a M arine 
c a p ta in  and  2008  g ra d u a te  o f  
Harvard Law.

The hearings turned testy w hen 
Sessions returned to the issue o f  
the m ilitary 's presence at H arvard 
Law School, and a controversy that 
arose w hen she blocked recruiters

on Oct. 24,2006. Gore was in Portland 
to give a speech on climate change.

A cco rd in g  to  the repo rt, the 
w om an canceled appointm ents with 
detectives on Dec. 21 and 26 o f  that 
year. H er attorney canceled another 
m eeting set for Jan. 4 ,2007, and said 
the m atter would be handled civilly.

“This case is exceptionally cleared 
as (the wom an) refuses to cooperate 
with the investigation or even report 
a crim e,” the report states.

The case w as reopened in Janu­
ary 2009 after the w om an contacted 
police. D etectives interview ed her 
but determ ined there was insuffi­
cient evidence to support the alle­
gations, Portland police said in a 
new s release.

In a transcript o f  the interview  
released by police, the m assage 
therapist said she w as doing re­
quested abdom inal w ork on Gore. 
She claim ed he started to m oan, 
dem anded she go lower, and later 
grabbed her hand and shoved it 
tow ard his pubic area.

from the career services office.
She has said  she acted  because  

the m ilitary 's  "don 't ask, don 't tell" 
policy , w hich bars openly  gay m en 
an d  w om en from  serv ing , w as a 
v io la tio n  o f  the u n iv e rs ity 's  an ti- 
d isc rim in a tio n  ru les. A nd that as 
an a lte rn a tiv e , she en co uraged  a 
cam pus ve teran s  g roup  to fac ili­
ta te  the P en tagon 's  recru itm en t o f  
s tu d e n ts .

Sessions disputed Kagan's ver­
sion o f  events, saying that for one 
recruiting season "you gave them  
(the Pentagon) the runaround. ... 
Y ou've continued to persist with 
this view  that som ehow  there w as a 
loophole in the statute that H arvard 
didn't have to com ply w ith."

K agan gave no ground, counter­
ing that "m ilitary recruiting w ent up 
th a t  y e a r , n o t d o w n ,"  w h en
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Pentagon's representatives worked 
through the veterans office on cam ­
pus.

Kagan also sparred at length with 
Sen. Jon Kyi, R-Ariz., who had said 
on  M o n d a y  th e  la te  J u s t ic e  
Thurgood M arsh a ll, the first A fri­
can-A m erican Suprem e Court Jus­
tice, was a judicial activist. W hen 
Kyi's turn cam e to question Kagan, 
he said she had w ritten glow ingly o f  
the m an for w hom  she once clerked, 
and he asked w hether she would 
tend to judge cases in a way that 
w ould protect the rights o f  the dis­
advantaged .

"If you confirm  me, you'll get 
Justice Kagan, you won't get Jus­
tice M arshall," she said. She added 
that the "glory o f  the courts" is 
accessibility  to all, and after that, 
the C onstitution rules.
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