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Court pick on
way toward
confirmation

(AP) -- Challenged bluntly by
Republicans, Supreme Court nomi-
nee Elena Kagan said Tuesday the
Pentagon's recruiters had access to
Harvard Law School students "ev-
ery single day I was dean" and re-
jected claims she maneuvered to
thwart them.

"I'mjusta little taken aback by the
tone of your remarks because it is
unconnected to reality," retorted
Sen. Jeff Sessions of Alabama, the
first Republican on the Senate Judi-
ciary Committee to question Presi-
dent Barack Obama's choige for the
high court in public. »

Said Kagan: "I respect and in-
deed I revere the military."

The exchange came near the be-
ginning of a full day of questioning
by members of the panel, which will
vote first on Kagan's appointment
to succeed retiring Justice John Paul
Stevens. Barring a major gaffe, the

Supreme Court Nominee Elena Kagan testifies Monday before the

Senate Judiciary Committee.

50-year old Obama administration
solicitor general appears well on her
way toward confirmation in time to
take her seat before the court opens
a new term in October.

Democratic Sen. Patrick Leahy of

Vermont, the committee's chairman,
was first to broach the military re-
cruiting controversy, raising the
issue that Republicans had often

cited in pre-hearing criticism of

Kagan.

"I've only cried once during this
process," Kagan said, recalling her
reaction to an op-ed article praising
her for her treatment of the military,
a commentary written by a Marine
captain and 2008 graduate of
Harvard Law.

The hearings turned testy when
Sessions returned to the issue of
the military's presence at Harvard
Law School, and a controversy that
arose when she blocked recruiters

Gore Implicated in Sex Scandal

(AP) -- Portland police say they
investigated allegations that former
Vice President Al Gore had "un-
wanted sexual contact" with a mas-
sage therapist during an October
2006 visit, but they found insuffi-
cient evidence to support the
woman’s claims.

Multnomah County District
Attorney Michael Schrunk said
an attorney representing the
woman contacted police in late
2006. Schrunk said the woman
refused to be interviewed by de-
tectives and didn't want the in-
vestigation to continue.

But the woman contacted po-
lice in January 2009 and gave a
statement, saying Gore tried to
have sex with her during a mas-
sage appointment at the upscale
downtown Hotel Lucia. Gore re-
portedly was registered at the
hotel as “Mr. Stone.”

The National Enquirer was first
to report accusations against
former Vice President Al Gore.

wife announced June | they were
separating.

The National Enquirer first re-
ported the allegations last Wednes-
day, identifying the accuser as a 54-
year-old woman. Her name has not
been released.

onOct. 24,2006. Gore was in Portland
to give a speech on climate change.

According to the report, the
woman canceled appointments with
detectives on Dec. 21 and 26 of that
year. Her attorney canceled another
meeting set for Jan.4,2007, and said
the matter would be handled civilly.

“This case isexceptionally cleared
as (the woman) refuses to cooperate
with the investigation or even report
a crime,” the report states.

The case was reopened in Janu-
ary 2009 after the woman contacted
police. Detectives interviewed her
but determined there was insuffi-
cient evidence to support the alle-
gations, Portland police said in a
news release.

In a transcript of the interview
released by police, the massage
therapist said she was doing re-
quested abdominal work on Gore.
She claimed he started to moan,
demanded she go lower, and later

from the career services office.
She has said she acted because

the military's "don't ask, don't tell"

policy, which bars openly gay men

and women from serving, was a

violation of the university's anti-
discrimination rules. And that as
an alternative, she encouraged a
campus veterans group to facili-

tate the Pentagon's recruitment of

students.

Sessions disputed Kagan's ver-
sion of events, saying that for one
recruiting season "you gave them
(the Pentagon) the runaround. ...
You've continued to persist with
this view that somehow there was a
loophole in the statute that Harvard
didn't have to comply with."

Kagan gave no ground, counter-
ing that "military recruiting went up
that year, not down," when

Pentagon's representatives worked
through the veterans office on cam-
pus.

Kagan also sparred at length with
Sen. Jon Kyl, R-Ariz., who had said
on Monday the late Justice
Thurgood Marshall | the first Afri-
can-American Supreme Court Jus-
tice, was a judicial activist. When
Kyl's turn came to question Kagan,
he said she had written glowingly of
the man for whom she once clerked,
and he asked whether she would
tend to judge cases in a way that
would protect the rights of the dis-
advantaged.

"If you confirm me, you'll get
Justice Kagan, you won't get Jus-
tice Marshall," she said. She added
that the "glory of the courts" is
accessibility to all, and after that,
the Constitution rules.

arts.

and peers.

writing and science.

Interested 1n a rigorous
education for your child?

Come learn about
The SEI Academy

* A holistic education that includes values,
critical thinking and community service.

* Exposure to dance, drama, music and the

* A learning community where your child will
build meaningful relationships with teachers

* Our test scores surpass the district’s
average and comparable middle schools’ test
scores for our student population in reading,

SEI Academy

3920 N. Kerby Ave.
Portland, OR 97227

Gore family spokeswoman Kalee
Kreider said the former vice presi-
dent had no comment. Gore and his

grabbed her hand and shoved it
toward his pubic area.

A police report prepared in 2007
said the alleged incident happened
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