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2010 Mercedes
E350 4Matic

BY KATHLEEN LINDER

The Mercedes 2010 E350 is el-
egant from the first impressions and
carries it into the interior of the ve-
hicle. It has a fresh crispness about
it withaclassic touch. From the first
drive ithad me ina WOW factor, this
isa vehicle that will lure new buyers
In.

The E350 is powered by a 268
horsepower 3.5-liter V6 with 258
pound-feet of torque. The torque
peak 1s flat from 2.400-5,000 rpm and
feels surprisingly stout in the mid-
range. The engine is paired with a
standard seven-speed automatic
transmission. A switch on the cen-
ter console allows the driver to se-
lect between comfort and sport
modes. Incomfort mode, the throttle
and shift response is slowed down
for smoother launches, while sport
makes everything more aggressive.
I'he sport mode also tightens up the
dampers to keep the body a bit more
level when cornering. The E350 was
equipped with the 4Matic full-time
automatic all-wheel-drive system.

The E350 uses a speed sensitive
hydraulic power steering system
actually provides very good levels
of feedback about the cornering
forces while negotiating a curve.
Unlike many cars equipped with
steering wheel mounted paddle
shifters those in the E350 actually
yield very quick response from the
transmission making them actually
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Wheel Shift Paddles; 17 city mpg, 24 highway mpg; MSRP $51,100 Test Vehicle Price $62,735.

so solid and stiff, that it is com-
pletely free of anything called flex
and rattles.

Among the new features avail-
able onthe 2010 Mercedes-Benz E-
Class are adaptive high-beam head-
lights, which include a camera de-
signed to recognize oncoming traf-
fic and adjusts lamp intensity be-

useful. The Steering caught me off tween low and high beams. Also

guard at first becasue it was so
responsive that [ felt [ had to adjust
alittletoit. The handling of the E350
is very well-known for producing
rigid and stiff chassis, the new E-
Class is no exception. The chassis is

new for the E-Class are a night-
vision system and Mercedes' active
multi-contour seats with massage
function. Other options available
on most models include a naviga-
tion system, rearview camera, elec-

tronic trunk closer, keyless access
and engine start, and adaptive cruise
control. The sedan's optional Sport
Package include specific wheels and
trim. Similar features are available
on the coupe as part of its Appear-
ance Package. Some of the safety
features include ABS, traction con-
trol, antiskid system, curtain-side
airbags, front-side airbags, rear-side
airbags, hip-protecting side airbags,
and a driver-knee airbag and
Mercedes' driver-adjustable air sus-
pension.

This all-new E350 is both gor-
geous and sophisticated, offering
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such state of the art technology. It
driver massage unit needs a little
adjustment becasue it is so light to
touch you might just miss it. It pro-
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Tested Vehicle Information: 3.5 Liter 24-Valve Aluminum V6 engine; 7-speed Driver Adaptive Automatic Transmission with Steering

vides a balanced blend of perfor-
mance, handling dynamics and in-
terior comfort; without losing any
of Mercedes-Benz classic style.

The African American Men’s Club, Inc.
(AAMC)

Presents an
OLD SCHOOL PARTY

60’s & 70’s — Oldies but Goodies
Saturday, June 26,2010
Billy Webb Elk’s Lodge

6 North Tillamook St., Portland, Oregon

9PM - 1AM
Donation: $15.00 per person
Music by: DJ Papa Chuck
Best Dressed from the 60’s & 70’s Wins: $50.00

Raffle & 50/50 Split: Tickets - $1.00 each
Menu: Roast Beef, Chicken, Green Beans,
Salad & Dinner Rolls

Tickets Availableat:
AAMC ClubMembers
Cynthia Livingston (503) 504-0640
Cannon’s Rib Express (503) 288-3836
One Stop Records (503) 285-1159
Geneva’s Shear Perfection (503)285-1159
James & Johnnie Mayfield - Vancouver(360)576-8519

Proceeds to benefit the AAMC Scholarship Program
The African American Men's Club is a non-profit organization




