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A Thurgood Marshall Protégé?
Evaluating a 
Supreme Court 
nominee
by J udge G reg M athis

Solicitor G eneral o f the 
U n ite d  S ta te s  E le n a  
K agan has been, thanks
to her recent nom ination to the 
U.S. Suprem e C ourt, thrust into 
the spotlight.

The m edia wants to learn more 
about her while C ongress is un­
earthing her background to see 
if she’s fit to serve on the nation’s 
highest court. W hile Kagan waits 
- and politics - to see if  sh e ’ll 
secure the spot, m any are left 
w ondering if her tim e serving as 
a clerk to form er Suprem e Court 
Justice  and civil righ ts icon 
Thurgood M arshall has in any
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w ay shaped her legal and world 
view s.

T o conservatives, any influ­
ence M arshall m ay have had 

w ould be a bad thing. 
C ham pions o f  ju s tic e , 
how ever, hope K agan 
has re ta in e d  som e o f  
M arshall ’ s perspectives. 

C ritics are qu ick  to
point out that Kagan, who clerked 
for the ju stice  in 1988, is no 
T hurgood M arshall. N o one ex ­
pects her to be.

M arshall, the first A frican 
A m erican Suprem e C ourt Jus­
tice and form er C hief Counsel 
o f the N A A C P, won an im pres­
sive 29 Suprem e C ourt victories 
as a litigator, including Brown 
vs. Board o f Education, the land­
m ark case that found separate
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and unequal schools unconstitu­
tional.

Ju stice Marshall ’ s pol itical and 
legal view s were far from  secret 
while K agan’s are, adm ittedly, 
not so w idely know n. M ore than 
likely, this is intentional.

By all accounts, Kagan had 
her m ind set on the Suprem e 
C ourt from  an early age; m aking 
sure her political leanings d id n ’t 
take center stage - and derail 
appoints like the one she’s fac­
ing - m ay have been part o f her 
strategy.

While we know very little about 
Kagan beyond her w idely re­
ported stance on the m ilitary’s 
“d o n ’t ask, d o n ’t tell” policy - 
she’s against it - we do know 
that, for a tim e, she researched 
and  d ra fte d  lega l b rie fs  fo r

M arshall, one o f the m ost bril­
liant and ju s t legal m inds in the 
this na tion ’s history.

W hether or not critics be­
lieve it, or Kagan publicly adm its 
it, her role as his clerk provided 
her w ith a deep insight into how 
he in terpreted the law and the 
Constitution.

In no way is K agan the sec­
o n d  c o m in g  o f  T h u rg o o d  
M arshall. But, if  she absorbed 
and retained any o f  M arsha ll’s 
view points, then she learned how 
to in terpret the law in  a m anner 
that fair and just. A nd that is 
exactly  the quality we w ant in a 
Suprem e C ourt Justice.

G reg  M a th is  is a re tir e d  
M ichigan D istrict Court ju d g e  
a n d  s y n d ic a te d  te le v is io n  
ju d g e .
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New Prices 
Effective 
May 1,2011

Martin
Cleaning
Service

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaning 

Residential &
Commercial Services

Minimum Service CHG
$45.00

A small distance/travel charge 
may be applied

CARPET CLEANING
2 Cleaning Areas or 
more $30.00 Each Area
Pre-Spray Traffic Areas
(In c lu d es: I sm a ll H a llw a y )

1 Cleaning Area (only) 
$40.00
Includes Pre-Spray Traffic Area  
(H allway Extra)

Stairs (12-16 sta irs - With 
O ther Services): $25.00

Area/Oriental Rugs. 
$25.00 Minimum 
Area/Oriental Rugs (Wool):
$40.00Minimum

Heavily Soiled Area:
A dditional $10.00 each area 

(Requiring Extensive Pre-Spraying)

UPHOLSTERY
CLEANING

Sofa: $69.00 
Loveseat: $49.00 
Sectional: $ 109 - $ 139 
Chair or Recliner:
$25 - $49
Throw Pillows (With 
Other Services): $5.00

ADDITIONAL
SERVICES

• A rea & O riental Rug 
Cleaning
• A uto/Boat/RV  C leaning
• D eodorizing & Pet -"s 
O dor T reatm ent
• Spot & Stain 
Rem oval Service
• Scotchguard Protection
• M inor W ater D am age 
Services

SEE CURRENT FLYER 
FOR ADDITIONAL 

PRICES & SERVICES 
Call for Appointment 
(503) 281-3949

portlandobserver.com

