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Entertainer Lena Horne Dies at 92 (g seE =t R

Barrier-breaking
star triumphed
over bigotry

(AP)-- Lena Horne, the enchant-
Ing jazz singer and actress known
for her plaintive signature song
"Stormy Weather" and for her tri-
umph over the bigotry that allowed
her to entertain white audiences but
not socialize with them, has died.
She was 92.

Horne died Sunday at NewY ork-
Presbyterian Hospital, according to
hospital spokeswoman Gloria Chin.
Chin would not release any other
details.

Horne, whose striking beauty and
magnetic sex appeal often overshad-
owed her talent and artistry, was
remarkably candid about the under-
lying reason for her success: "I was
unique in that [ was a kind of black
that white people could accept,"
she once said. "I was their day-
dream. I had the worstkind of accep-
tance because it was never for how
great [ was or what I contributed. It

Trail Blazing Jazz s inger and
actress Lena Horne in 1995.

was because of the way I looked."

"I knew her from the time I was
born, and whenever | needed any-
thing she was there. She was funny,
sophisticated and truly one of a
kind. We lostan original. Thank you
Lena," Liza Minnelli said Monday.
Her father, Vincente
Minnelli, brought Horne to Holly-
wood to star in "Cabin in the Sky."

director

Inthe 1940s, Horne was one of the
first black performers hired to sing
with a major white band, the first to
play the Copacabana nightclub in
New York City and when she signed
withMGM, she wasamong a handful

a major Hollywood studio.
In 1943, MGM Studios loaned her

to 20th Century-Fox toplay the role of

Selina Rogers in the all-black movie
musical "Stormy Weather." Her ren-
dition of the title song became a major
hit and her most famous tune.

On screen, on recordings and in
nightclubs and concert halls, Horne
was at home vocally with a wide
musical range, frombluesandjazzto
the sophistication of Rodgers and
Hart in such songs as "The Lady Is
a Tramp" and "Bewitched, Both-
ered and Bewildered." In 1942's
"Panama Hattie," her first movie with
MGM, she sang Cole Porter's "Just
One of Those Things," winning criti-
calacclaim.

Her father, her son and her hus-
band, Hayton, all died in 1970 and
1971, and the grief-stricken singer
secluded herself. One of them, co-
median Alan King, took months per-
suading her to return to the stage,
with results that surprised her.

"I'wouldn't trade my life for any-
thing," she said, "because being
black made me understand."”

Black Family Lives Chronicled

[t’s been 45 year since the
Moynihan Report, a document that
sparked racial controversy and per-
manently altered the course of the
civil rights movement in this coun-
try, was leaked to the public.

The report, officially titled The
Negro Family: The Case for Na-
tional Action, was written by
Daniel Patrick Moynihan and it
outlined the socioeconomic prob-
lems that prevented many Afri-
can-Americans from enjoying the
same privileges as whites.

The report advocated a large-
scale effort by the federal govern-
ment to provide the necessary aid to

Original Oper at Firehouse

"Queen of Knives", a
knife throwing bullseye
opera, brought to the stage
by Vagabond Opera and
Wanderlust Circus, is now
playing at the Interstate
Firehouse Cultural Center,
5340 N. Interstate Ave.,
through Saturday, May 15.

Starring singers from
Portland Opera, Opera The-
ater Oregon, Willamette

Concert Opera, and Cirque du Soleil, the play is the
only opera composed incorporating Balkan, Arabic,
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get healthcare, housing and educa-
tion. The momentum of Lyndon
Johnson’s civil rights program was
slowed due to the report’s message
being distorted and misinterpreted.

James T. Patterson’s new book,
Freedom is Not Enough: The
Moynihan Report and America’s
Struggle over Black Family Life from
LBJ to Obama, offers the first com-
prehensive account of the report in
its historical context and examines
Moynihan’s long political career
trying to rectify the problems iden-
tified by the report.

Patterson is a professor of his-
tory emeritus at Brown University.

Romanian, jazz, flamenco,
Greek Rembetiko, and
klezmermusical styles.
Portland’s internation-
ally acclaimed ensemble
Vagabond Opera accompa-
nies the show live on stage
as the pit orchestra, with
band members Ashia
Grzesik and Eric Stern play-

Vagabond Opera s staging a modérn opera.

ing dramatic roles; and
world class circus perform-

ers helping to set the stage.
Fortickets, call 503-823-4322.
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ENVIRONMENTAL AWARENESS CONCERT

Alternative Energy Source with o=
Zero Electricity From The City

|Friday August 6th, 2010: Place to be announced

I Saturday August 7th, 2010: Embassy Suites Portland Airport Hotel
(rooms available for only $109 + tax)

|Cost for reunion: Classmates $65 spouse or companion $35

Please R.S.V.P. as soon as possible to

E-mail to: leilablakely@gmail.com (preferable) ;

Voice mail: Carol Erdmann 503-982-3051 ‘

| Snail mail: JHS Class of 70 / PO Box 19905 / Portland, Oregon 97280 }
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