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T h irty  p e rcen t o f  m in o ritie s  
d o n ’t g raduate  from  high school, 
w hile only seven percent o f  w hites 
d o n ’t.

About half o f whites have high- 
paying jobs. Less than one o f four 
people o f color have such work.

“It’s a distressing set o f data we 
report to you today ,” said Ann 
C urry-Stevens, the lead researcher 
on the report and assistant profes­
sor at Portland State U niversity’s 
School o f Social W ork, when pre­
senting the report before City C oun­
cil last week.

In all, in 16 social m easures 
m ino rities  have d e te rio ra ted  o v er 
the last tw o years. F o u r rem ained  
the sam e. T he only  tw o that have

show n im provem ent are in areas 
o f  h o m eo w n ersh ip an d  voter tu rn ­
ou t.

It also noted that m inorities make 
up about 45 percent o f students in 
Portland Public Schools.

M ultnom ah County is a uniquely 
“toxic” place for minority com m uni­
ties, according to the report, which 
are worse o ff here than other parts 
o f  the coun try , inc lud ing  K ing 
County (hom e to Seattle) in W ash­
ington State.

For instance, Asian A m ericans 
tend to outperform  whites in areas 
o f  in c o m e , e d u c a tio n , an d  
hom eow nership in other parts o f 
the country . But in M ultnom ah 
County, A sians m ake less money 
and have a higher poverty rate.

It also argues that policy makers

do n ’t have a com plete picture o f the 
p ro b le m  b e c a u se  o f  c h ro n ic  
undercounting o f minorities.

A ccording  to C ensus B ureau 
data, m inorities m ake up 26 percent 
o f  the population o f M ultnom ah 
C ounty, but the report suggests 
that the region is actually m ore d i­
verse than m any realize because o f 
undercounts.

T he study  su g g ests  that the 
C ensus has a built in “w hiteness 
b ia s ,” and is ill-su ited  for im pov­
erished  m inorities w ho frequently  
m ove and m ay lack a phone. M i­
n o ritie s  can  be co n d itio n ed  to 
deny th e ir ow n iden tity  in filling  
ou t the survey , and there  is a h is ­
to ric  d is tru st be tw een  them  and 
the governm en t, s ta tes the report. 

W ithout an accu ra te  count, the

report sta tes, it w ill be very d iff i­
cu lt to add ress  these  issues.

The report recom m ends county, 
state, and city governm ents to m ake 
firm plans to address these d ispari­
ties with specific benchmarks. It also 
calls for culturally-specific an ti­
poverty and com m unity develop­
ment funding.

But it was noted at the presenta­
tion o f the report to the Portland 
City Council that this is where things 
get tricky. If m oney is allocated for 
specific ethnic groups, it m ight trig­
ger charges o f  discrim ination.

“W e’ve got a lot o f w ork to do,” 
said M ayor Sam  A dam s at the pre­
sentation .

"W e’ve got to find a way to.talk 
about race so it doesn’t seem  like a 
zero sum  gam e,” he added.
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The Portland Housing Bureau is
reaching out to residents o f north 
and northeast Portland who might 
be struggling with a m ortgage or 
need help to accom plish m ajor re­
pairs on their homes. The aim o f 
their new efforts is to keep seniors 
and m inorities in the gentrifying 
region from being displaced and 
m aintain wealth in the com m unity.

The issue cam e up front and cen­
ter before the Portland D evelop­
ment C om m ission 's North/N orth- 
east Econom ic D evelopm ent Initia­
tive last January, a com m unity group 
that is evaluating the expansion of 
urban  renew al in the area  and 
reconfiguring funding priorities.

Present at the m eeting was M ar­
garet Van Vliet, the director o f  the 
bureau, who wrote in a follow  up 
letter to PDC Com m issioner Charles
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W ilhoite “ ...I  heard loud and clear 
the call for services to prevent the 
involuntary o f displacem ent o f long- 
s ta n d in g , lo w -in c o m e  s e n io r  
hom eow ners in N orth /N ortheast 
Portland and am ong m inority com ­
m unities in particular.”

T h e  b u re a u  h as  id e n t i f ie d  
$ 120,(XX) in flexible funding it plans 
to use for a pilot project, operated 
by a com m unity-based organization 
that will connect hom eow ners with 
existing program s run by the H ous­
ing Bureau, the Portland D evelop­
ment Com m ission, and various non­
profits that help fix up their houses 
o r avoid foreclosure.

Housing Bureau spokesperson 
M aileen H am to said the city hopes 
to provide direct outreach, techni­
cal assistance, and follow -up ser­
vices to 80 low -incom e, sen ior 
hom eow ners in north and northeast 
w ith the pilot project.

The bureau is accepting propos­
als from com m unity organizations 
to adm inister the program , accord­
ing to Hamto, and hopes to have it 
up and running by July. The details 
o f the program  will depend on what 
sort o f  proposals the Housing B u­
reau ends up getting, she added.

“W e’re pretty open to how that 
will play out,” said Ham to, who 
added that several organizations 
have expressed interest, including 
Sabin  C om m unity  D evelopm ent 
Corporation, the A frican-A m erican 
Cham ber o f Commerce, and the Port­
land H ousing Center.

The Portland Housing Bureau 
runs a grant program that gives $5,000 
to  lo w -in c o m e  an d  d isa b le d  
homeowners to help with emergency 
and m inor hom e repair services, 
weatherization, and accessibility im ­
provements. There are also a number 
o f free counseling services for people 
facing foreclosure o f their homes.

B ernice H om buckle w elcom ed 
the low -interest Ioan she took to fix 
up her hom e as part o f a program

offered to people by the PDC living 
within the Interstate Corridor Urban 
Renewal Area.

H er roof had been stripped bare 
from  too m any storm y nights, and 
her chim ney was steadily shedding 
bricks.

“Every tim e the wind blew, you 
needed to get ready to go and clean 
up roo f paper from the yard,” she 
said.

But that changed when she got 
the $8,000 loan from  the PDC to fix 
up her northeast house, which now 
belies its form er state o f disrepair.

The H ousing B ureau d o esn ’t 
have any hard num bers on displace­
m ent for north and northeast Port­
land, said Ham to, but the com m u­
nity organization that runs the pro­
gram  will be charged with getting 
that data. In the m eantim e, it wants 
to create m ore success stories like 
H om buckle’s.

In M arch, the Housing Bureau 
held a m eeting w ith a num ber o f 
com m unity organizations to d is­
cuss the program . A follow  up letter 
from Van Vilet contains a sum m ary 
o f com m ents m ade by representa­
tives from  various com m unity orga­
nizations present at the meeting. 
Som e o f them  contend that m any 
housing program s are already over­
burdened, and that the $120,000 
contract w on’t solve the problem . 
Even Ham to can ’ t explain how home 
repair loans will keep people from  
being displaced.

H om buckle, sitting in the tidy 
dining room  o f her house, said she 
knew about the program  that fixed 
her house because her m other, who 
had ow ned it before her, had used a 
sim ilar one decades ago to repair the 
basem ent.

W hen asked how  the Housing 
Bureau m ight do better outreach, 
she said that advertisem ents, and 
fliers could  help. But a truly effec­
tive m ethod is w ord o f m outh, she 
said.
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